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PAUTTiCaA. reat 


INTRO NCTORT FEES C8 ATTITUDE © IS reesTS.. Fee 
Paris SSPRIT tm FPreec® Jee & oe *-5 
article By Olivier Seagiz. 


Test Gow cam we Clecess lewigretion’ Sot it wtet eer cam we Clecess it, is 
the sease of whet tome te e6egt is orger te seoid the worst excesses of 
creme lisetion sow rergicg oo Gelirta®,. of to estage virtwous Sesegoe? anc tt 
aserrcrs of the coepleceacy of etic® tte faes@iceedie left is aot ewer aware. 
Set reteer, of whose 6c we weet toe sgeee, eho is ievoclivet’ Ao¢ wt is this 
ecole So wet y et the Sreeect ‘lee’ 


is ome truly soeeeing of Lewlgretion eter it is M8lt @ 6s toe ferorit«e terect 
of the extregist recies of etic® et eccwrset Frence tas the sac momopo lr. 
Preece weRic® is the gore eccurses since it is the subject of scorn. tevicg 
weet stumefelly sol¢ cet Sy the eternal geieces of @orelite’ The oewerte. 
the ceepliesit, ee¢ tte Bisteric origias of recise ceaeect se focwset on tbe 
Lem igrects slome wltteet ‘elsely “eoresenting thes a8 ‘oe erp letory Fictine of 
all cer eogere fears. forgettiag tet they ore firet. first ead foresovt. 
iaelgretts, "etter ‘tec cent l getes for tte gallows an? Cheer lel st pec eeret Lon 


fot Certeerecre. ace of taleing of leeligrette eter @ planer cereelwer inte 
euteesive irritation olt® « Fremct society etict is estaget of iterl’. to * 
polet of forgetting ‘eet «11 of uo. some of peeser™s ttet wf are. sefTeret to 
sese isesvite sat euperiteacet. woe5t® cer fesetiiios. the teeilistices of 
lami gretion. etet toe (lee come to Leere the leet of cer sacesters’ "™. actor 
Gerert Gegeriies get it segzificestiy in STL. Ge ti: “Thirty «lloseters 
fros cur @eetdectters wit® taeir sagic. Lt cer EF _comtrolled rent sousing. 
is @ city eit® « gegoleticn of "5.005. Cheteeeroes, we were totally ttt lew 
So cows. Tor ther Cle cet creet. emt they stay there cow Seteewe ther ere 
efret¢ of sll the sews t®rows et thee Oy the television. ead "eis Teer is 
reiated te tee eervestrel fear of tLe wolf. Set witheset the roots. tte land. 
the stcee.” 


Set Lf we erm ol. iseilgretts. cet ome O4 Surprised «1 the gemere. confusion 
proegecet By tte fect tet tte “beruis® (the Freect SMueslias). the setives of 
tee DOW-TOW Oversees Depertsents ent Territories... me political ref upees, 
tose wie wert to remelc “Torelgzers” is Premce. those wto Semanét cit sens. 








423 we.ii 8S those whO. O2.f¢Oetcry De rine L 


"foreigners,™ inéiscrisinate!, 
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» sre 2.1. regercec #9 _S@elaren ts. * 


Bare to Cciscera, te sedelous entity calles iseigreticoen is seen a3 & Tew, 
aaked labor force which is reflectes stetrectiy is stetisticel curves ant 

series of figures, or else tragically felt. emoticesliy experiences es tt 
secrificial victia of the Gescus of crisis. Eilts “ay. tee issigre~st Sos 
DS @Zist, Seeing Ceiculates anc tedulaetes. of serviag o9 22 isvolattarr sector 
s= @ tragedy whict tears *i2 spert. Se Goes act Seve Sis owe Sistory--te i» 
estes to say sothiag. to seep silest.* Sect sorecver,. is the trediticas 
setavior of the issigrest iocledet it those famous turt-of-the-cestaery waves, 
eich Rave Secogwe true sodels it tt space of « few pears,” since lawlgrsetice 
became 8&8 probdles." Sefore deing stuitte? isto the Freect coseeity, tte 
seeigrest seé¢ to suffer is silesce, %** pey & very Sige gsrice for tis 
stegration, if & reritadie isitiation witeasl Gering s®ic® sis “will” was pet 


to the test of tse republic. ethics suebsequestiy gave “is the right to es. 
the privileges of citizemstip ent seticesiity. & olf rerolsticasry couwttry. 
Preece lizes te crcbestrate these ¢isossest set tevutael splits. Thes tt 


Lesigrest wet scthiag. :efore oversige: Sercosisg sosecste. Puerted ic °3 
stre@e. t@is iegic is fourné agese is tee peoeris® argusects ic wtic® the 
2 & ehelice coees Cows *° 8 Suser? al ternet ire eit@er vou de i 
ech eee you Sebeve Lite oli the Freschees. of pou “Stet «ed 07 Gc Sere 
where 06 cage fros.” post Ste. tither servile sewlelletion o- lemeti ste 
reters ts ampe"s aative Lané.- 


Dafortametely tmis sttiteude is sulcigeal ant grotesque, eet tis sesdleace 
arganes stick G2 .ceger 29 Coes. estes" olt® weet is Bap i= *odep. re a 
Secoee 29 eel tetet #9 Coe w2ots. oof Cf Fl tieperete aegelost to Lorrtiae of tt 
,@ecers ea¢ reil egeiast tie sieercr of « sasistest solicy. set coe +25" 
aowever eéGeit teat tesig-stica ost 16 Loager Se lLgezoret Sistericeiiy. for te 
Leterrelaetesc resesons. “The seit elesest ic the currest casage.” Jese* Leces 
telis «es ferther ce. “Scoes sot sees to se to Se the re jecticea Sy taose wt 
esrrives first ead Oy thee Freec® soselseticoa. Set rether the crisis ia tte 
Frees: Seliticesi coe@ueity etice is iliszeé wit tee caeaeges is the 
expectations of tlhe issigrects." 3 *2e coe teet, the istegretion capecity 
Preace society ses sefferet s.ge Slows o8 6 reselt of tee crisis is tt 
welfere state. os well of ‘he fete of » “ieegieery crepetlices.” et is th 
Sore reverec gow t7%* ™ LS Siseseeer ice. * .& fect. the eSuesl Sectesics 
istegreticon is act working well, ent the treéitionsel sgeectes of soctalis stic« 
sSherc®. Fesiiy. Sesisess. School. solitics: serties, trede weices) sre 
weeseriag. very Lete it tee gape. shout teeir fallieres. Siteia this comterst. 
Sow cas cee Yaeil te eecgerstesd tee retegest Secesticea to etict Star Seley 
ieeretis. she chose Freec® seticeslitr. sore witeess: This syetee toes sot 
“e059 its sroeises. act ifs = Sore ege.lterlet tee acy Ofer 


Sowever. te leeigretts. 7 sre erer eee creety to fer & Fery Deewy eciry Tee 
fer ever sore iisites geics professiceasi. sc@oisastic). seve soeet*eless 


Seciged to regsie in Preace. This Goes =o* seer thet they oll wert to Seoce- 
Pereect citisess. Se¢ thes oe taeve se wsepreceéeste? situastica: "te 


tecressiogiy srecericous proeoect: for tretitionse! sssieiiaticoa, to wBic® is 
Séec¢ the Gesire tu ree@eta ic Freece sac *o sesert «= sreseace opesiy anc 
servicutis. Ge are is fect witeessing the eperwence of = siad of lesigrstioc 





weie® iesists t@et it Se called Sy its ospger seee, thet it Se respected anc 
test its ¢egaencs Se “ers. i@eigretion is ao longer claréestioe. Det teterts 
t2et it Semefit Seacefort® free its ows vi sidility. 


Tais mars® fect casmct se ¢isscciates from tae Le Pes effect and th fer. im 
it reflects: it wes isagised teat issigreticoen was s teeporary setter. « 
6iffiesl<= period to Se gottes tarougt Sy those is coutact wit® it. = seoeerit, 
Getiag Seck to tie iagitiaste serict of growth... 08 coe set to sonit ‘he 
tae iseigrests <i¢ sot stow any express cesire to Separt. Thes « wer es 
foolis® as it wes Lost is etvance was Geclaret. Ge will get Dow>ere DF Hele 
“Weet iff” Gee cas go Sete as fer ss cae waests. eves chaellesging ‘he 
citisens@ip grectet is these recest peers. isagisicg false politics: cel upecs 

eiili @e so good, for we will Se faces eit® the Bistoric 
irreversisiiite of tesigretion, whict will Se Serme cet cy the elections is 
1900, Secesse it sill iagees Se secessary te recegzite tten thet sete 
ieeigrests are sow Prenc® citizens ent will ao longer tesitete te wrote” Se 
is the fect. These isgigrects are sot lise “he others. for say of then ore 
sireaéy Precc®. Go is Freect ast who is a: ieeigrest’ Se lose oer footin 
completely! ts to selieving thet tee eterms] virtues of Freact society. its 
Selticuitersl espect. should settiec all of this smecoct®liy. ef mest cheater oor 
teme eeé recogeize teat “Be trevitices! feres of istegretion sre vers 
@eeersily ¢yieg oct. Just os coe sust reslisticelly sefeit thet ‘ sleet ors 
ficw is telag Sicczes. 


fel 


it is iageed the currest ceefesice wetic® sees it seceseery to tear very 
seriously the recect serogessis pertzisiag to the riget to ote. etic® tere tt 
Serit of seeking ‘to iscorpgorste politically 8 pogeletice etict cammet caper" 
everything free “respect for its cultere.” Gey is there « surge of petic ot 
reger< tc teelgraetionr” Because the leeigrests are sel * ber Sore lamers Sor 
fetere essisiletet citisess is tte classic sease of the ters, emt so om it 
too gure acy Lomger sto tte, ore. 


Vite regers to tPis Sisteric Gevelcgweent wit2 its Greretic e@otices, tere are 
ect sess possible coerivsices. The scorest ievelves cresticg « fictioa: 
taere is car cultere «amc there is tteirs. teat of these people (roe th *erlis 
countries (typical of tme last aajor weve of ecoscetc iasigrsticon’. xt its 
particularity of wetic® is sect tet it is subtiy eméereiciag t2e al verssliss 
ef cur Littie regetiic. Tres cee cilis tes Sirégs wit® ose stoce. isises 
ezplaias evrerst&biag. frees the currest s®ortcoeiags is istegrstioe to tt 
teasice is the Freect scdel of istegreticn. Cultursliios teases its toll. a 
Sedates ce origicw aem¢ igeatity ere the law. Every san for sigsell. is i 
came of isles. the Feow>lic. Fraemce, tee “Sagmred. 


The tri®elise es¢ the perticslerise for whict tee cthers sre so suct 
eriticised ere is t2ze process of esdersisaiag political esiverssiisn is tte 
Preach style, which is swuccemdiag to the sieje of arguements soul ‘th 
teperties Preect igeatity. For Freace is set cberecterized Dy s cultures. 
idestity, am criginal source, « specific root, Sul ryther by the ested! istment 
of @ political spece ic vRict the =itisees ere ieéepeetert of the comm@utity of 
belomging. amd the recognition of the inmgdividwal is isolated froe Sis «tamic 
origia. The fect thet the isagiaery republices, the trediticasl sccoets am 
Sythe whic® go slceg wit citivreasRip ead civic egucatioa, are S° _ooger SB 

















cregibile s@osié aot leet is a searct for compensatory “culteral® sytas outsice 
tee peliticai resis. Sow this is ingect wast is Segpemiag wit® regeré to tae 
Setete ce iamigretion. There is « tragic slippage froe political ¢éiscourse, 
feces 8 reflection of tae “puetlic welfare,” towards sists of comgesite idratity 
emereia isles is sccuset of all «ings of SDerceriss, eves Sefore recogziziag 
[esi ome Sas issceesc : te¢ to tfes. As to tee sew cefenéers of secuiar 
regublicesiosg, tsep ere serely Daaizg & SDOw, even if they arolé Secosiang 
celterelisats, seceuse tiey sre sot recogeizicg t50t “saiversalisse éces sot 
repeet itself, Sst is woe” (Mictel Seritac). 


The gaejority of the seteors ic teis leswe agree oo this poist: if iasigretice 
is @? trowBliag to tte Freect coesciesce, it is secause of the joits 
enpertesces fy w..rersa.ios is tee Freact fesRice ase its political ecodei. 
Set fer from Deleg toe “Sizgle” couse of that. .apigroetico: sakes it secessery 
te reflect oe tie coméitions of istegreticon sm .essery, << whether it cam any 
longer Se reGecet to ‘he repellicat ssslsilatice of the pest. of should yieis 
to the cletates of triteliss, etheiciss anc culturslies.* Seic® weoul¢ come 
Sows to destroyiag tte fraegiiec ¢ivisicas is Fresc® society, vbereia the 
aeenees LS secesseri.y SOLiticel. eat ewes the poeeloility of = poeliticu! 
spece is e@ic® tee iedivicesls So sot Owige teeeselves of « Suection of their 
owlterei effilieticoe sicee,. es well. is Lowis Duec: it erote (CeITIG6E, Bay 
=: “Peer tte Preect. oetiosel eweretess Le subeectiastet. Foe the Freact 
Sti Seem, 120 166. 4i6ee. SO. 9°68) OSSTTT LOL LF to te Sesser species, ead Bis 
igeetity is ast lisweeé *o Sis pertloslar culture. The reselt teerecf is that 
the Premctees iédestifies sis cet culture olt® tte ativersel. cwltee.” 


jee shosl¢ s-* * set « tedete ot the ~igett te te cifvereat "9 ts « 
focus emhict wtll recu a ost *els leswe. Set Lt epperestily pertaias to 


sli. Prese® citisecs enc iseigrests siice jot o@e cam see at presest +s 
petefcl gempe of Godge etict siget ent Setiy: chile cee issigreeticon fectice 
ecce ts the lisits of the “culterslist” ¢iscsesicon ant igp.iicitiy séeitese tmet 
ietegraticoe gust teke Late sccoett certeic cules of the politics! gsse,’’ 
recogeise? ideclegists (first ent forewscost the rigtt-wieg cle® sesters) sre 
cofweieg tr? ivewe ty sllcowing the selief teet Fremct idestity is s eatter of 
csltere. [a short. sae Gust Se Freec® is order to Se Freect. Triselise is 
es, Bet Got 2.8879 efere Se eOe.f eapet* it! 


Postecrist: This series. etic® follows « certeic sustser of special iseces 
PROJET. Jemwary-Fetewarsy §'92'; £5 "EMPS SOOEPSES. Sarct-April-Say 964, 
reoriatet i= «© poteet efiticn oy Desoe!l it the MEDIATIO“NS collection, 1995). 
Scoes act sretecé to Se exbeustivre we ¢.¢ sot choose to isclede s review of 
oll t@e teeigrest popslietio”® Sot Goes “S.58 SOR] Peeetions to wtic® seltzer 
"rensm «tia 28.457 o* ceegelc “~. lerect. Seteer team epghesizse 
rabtjereal ¢iffeerences. ve oe? O° Stierwee tee polvts of BSisteric cosvergsece. 


Tee first eet secoes portions were reviewes SF the efitors of ESPRIT. while 
siiles Cegel amt tis colleagues tock respoesistilit, for tee tairéd portice. 


| Gewectet ia FRNECE-CE.THRE (4 
Pen"s gsupoorters. is it aot they first 

















feel scorned Seceuse ther could sever get « Seerioag for their 
complaist,. for their aggressive view of coMeditation wit® the lLamigrect 

im large cogplemes or ¢lsewrere! ‘See 2150 toe Sameroes 
contri®Suticons oy Francois Denentes. is PRSOLET. ES79I7. etc. 


ome spomwe of foreigzers. retoer tae lani- 
q@ests. is April of "960, ESPSIT sewotet « special ieeer te “Forelazers 


is Preece” (see the Sisteric article Sy sctoioe Prost i> thet isow 2 
1973. Juilette Miaces puedlishet « sore extitie® “foreign Sorters in 
Premce” (Sewil). If tme ESPPIT iseue sleces *% etor ells sci ities 
refugees to some extent. J. “looes clearly showes foe emit! towers 
como = = toe Leswe of tapigresetion io the oroeder 


100%" 
aotes taet ESPSLT carrie? s regoct ‘2 Jelly of 
193% am “Eeigretice, « Sevoletionary Proties.* At that “ite. there «es 


ae mech tale stout eplgretion «9 sDovwt Lapigretion! 

This is the reesce for the tgportacce of the eorus oh lct ere refeset 
stigmetise or to stylise the lgege of te Lamigreece*. stressing Loeteet * 
sigostery crcles or Sescridicg setwores of lamigrects = Seeling wits 
histery (see fF. Sessettc ant 4. Sestecier. “islam “receclettet.” peti lemec 
oy EPO, Aetwer>. "94; Jacques Zatuscewse! ant fuer cle. “Weteores of 


lapigrests.” Gocvers” Petliceticoes. Perris. “'. 
te 


Comceraiag the prevailicg Lillesice of regu®licesian. see Diese Piste ic 
INTERVESTIO“N. Bo °2- 


@et s@oelé it Se called? it in mw lomger the so-calles "“Semogrestic 
igmpigreticoe” ‘the ters used for the ceficitive tamigretion of the Segin- 
sieg of the cectury). sor the ecomomic lapiaretion regertes as tenpeoriry. 
aSgogereatiy. it is sow perceived im relatioe to its Sourte “e*Ser Ther os 
a femetion of the Soest coumtry. Thus the Clued ce ler lowe [ist ingelete: 
a Bercoess were. s Sus)\ia eere amt th current Slemeters aetee oti [>- 
chases ali of the Gemgmped of the eert=s Tetl ls. § « cateoe,. ot . 

ong “ther. 


To tame Sut ce exemple. the cumber of potential sew voters apome Preece” 
citizens from the “Mag>re> fo sre the of fsering of members ©! “he oL/ 
setive silitary comtingests emt tee forrign worwers Sore Lm Sorte Africe 
is estiasted at ' slillicon see LE “ONDE. 2) tori 7 


See Laurent Coten-Tatwgi. “The Law @it Hout the Mate--—m Democracy io 
Premce ead in Meerica.* Paris. FUP Preach Imlweersity Press . "385. 
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mot without its effects om the usual 
false. or im amy case incogplete. 
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POLITICA PRA: 


DECREASE (§ (EeOrPS0e la STIOLED*® 
Paris SSPRIT ia Pru 2 ee BS oo 74-3" 
\Article Sy Jeceues Carcass, 


Test) To amalyse the rise of sesophoDisa smomg the popelar strats. goes .* 
seffice toe recall thet Preece is *eced wit® ose of the Seaviest sures of 
i@eigreticoea espertescet ic s rery Lome * 1 Ge. to secride the Gueretioes of tr 
ecoseeic crisis te tast fect. or to stress tmet ic the cities. lserge erder 
TOBplLezes of Low-cost Sousiag sel g®OorDoocs, the percentage te 198) grant 
popslation rep. ¢vents Ses sot ceaset to iscresse £5 peroent of the popelet ion 
of tme large coeplesr wehic® serves os ver sorver [iel4. set coustiag tre 
citigems of tme 2ON-TOR (Overseas Depert@ents ant Tercitectes))7 Ge cowic 
sise reiate the sRescesesnce tistericalisr. oy referriag to t®e pertots of 
tension etic® precedet tte essiailation of the rerioes (seigrectt commer i" (+s. 


Set whet. first of sil, is ef i@xigrest’ ho sre the currestiy fervorec 
targets of semcg@eotia, the rictias of popeler stigpetizcetion’ The sorters v- 
interviewees sseweret “the Sleces” S@e0°% iotlene. io fect. «he sete op 
percent of the popuietice of the large cogepies). ire tsese Fresc® citi wen 
eite « Cat@elic culture iesigrests” To eegerstesé tee isege of tite 
“teeigrest” for s popslaeticea group etic® tefises itself es “aetive Freect,.* 
ome gust iségees Seve ic fiat the repeblices sodel for tte istegretion of 
(emigrects im tte setlon-otate. 


The Preach Model for the ietegretion of lamigres'ts 


Preac® society. or clearly emziym “ Sy Plerre Gresice, Pictel TiSear-OCorti! iot 
ane Jean Lece, can de Seficed os & cross Setween « etiterianr state ent « 
sulticuvlterel seciety, or egeis « ssifyiag center set « surrcoutdiag sector 
whice® quietiy protects its cultures. perticulsrities oa te gerig#ery. The 





© This text in Seset on to the results of « study Sealing with the changes io 
poselar sociedility esd tee social effects of the sew policy eit! regert to 
low cost Scestiea seig@bertoots estadlivm=ec oy ‘he Estices! Cogsissicoe for 
Seitgpeortoct Social Development ceiies 25: letetout Comeltestos. tren tte 
Pesce Cogmissioce). The research flel¢ was « large comples is the Paris 
region. 




















sogel for the istegratica of issig-acts, shict sas fuectiones is 
SS this cietredictery sisture. is sesed oo aw isplicit 
State amt the French people: 


the 
It fell to t@e state apd its iostituticons to ensure the support sa¢ respect 
of tie Preact® citisenry. compceivwed is the geamer of sDstrect stiverseliss. 


--it fell te seciety to preserwe its specific cultures!) tiversities. while 
Toraaiiy setmitt.lag to tme gold of repedliiee wzity. 


it fell te the iamigrasts to eGept to this articulation, etic® was indeet 
comp les Set Sas proved its efTlcacr. 


its regeré to tSe republic iastitutices, *se issigrest t83 so cBoice Sut 
formal sessiailatice, emé sbeedocement is the civic sgece of amy seeertion of 
Sis ¢ifferesces. The desand fcr seéditicas) rigtts which would take Sis 
calteral é¢iffereeces ists sccowst could scot Se recomcile® with the sodgel of 


Let eg st. om-esel8l sation. 


SeBieviag citizee’s status, while it is & secessery coeditice. éces sot 
sefTlce therefore to guarentee reel iscorpgorstion in Premct society, e@ic® Sas 
its ows criteria fur istegreticon weic® camect ct cosfuset with those of tite 
Mate. A9 © Tiden-Corsilict erote: “The ters “igeigrects” crings together 
ia 8 single structure seopgies of foreige origin amt grows of FPreect =asticmsis 
eho is so@e cases Seve Seen French citizens ‘or severe. centuries the @est 
imaSiaeas)* (op. cit.). It is teis seced Sefiaitice of tne “iesigrent” ve have 
et ~rre. 


Relations Setwren “Wetive Premct <“ltisens” aoc lamigrests 


The awareness of the “workerse’™ anc thet of the “lower sig¢le class™ are 
sifferestiates eer it comes to settocgs of perceiving imaigrents oy the 
relative teportence tose iasterviewes ic tte two categorier assign to te 
pros leae seem ac Selag crelatet to the oresemor of Lani grects. 


Sampling of Sorwers (A> eer Tidtle Class Sampling (3) 
'.{ [etiam tete the territery - Seetel life 

2. Geetel iife 2. Giecetice 

3. (metedility i. infias iste the territory 
*~ Sevcetice *~ i[mstesiiity 


@mlle the working popeletio® espresses « stromg feeling of Selnge overrwm snc 
tlepossesset ‘roe ts own territory, ‘Se ower sid¢le classe people emrmasi nec 
the 4iffiewlties ee¢ srosie@s iabereat is the so@abditetice of sopuiation 
categories eflich oS cot shere ‘the seme _ifesty le. 


=e clige* therefore Clistiageie® two sais systegs of thougmt. The first tenes 
cee Tors of s popular asticesilees e@ic® is stromgiy semoyeceic in tone, while 
the gsecome is reletet to the Fremect eogel of integreticen for iseigrants, so 








is characterized dy the stregs >_acet om the seed (cor issigrents to Secose 
LSVisiSie, to Se sSS8i Ri ates. 


Lemopmo®la MBong  >e sorwers 


iS amalyging the pericé oOrtween ‘S7' amc "SHO, ts: Distorian Michelie Perrut 
soted: “The crisis aggravates 4 nremopmoSia the roo\s of shich are ancient enc 
comeples. icomogic rivalry resawaxens cultural amd ,olitigsl sstagosisas anc 
sometiaes leads to s veritaDle working class set lomaliss.*° 


fter a centery, anc taxing iato sccoust tee fact test the periods, the 
sociomistoric formations. the consequences of tre crisis social coverage . 
ane the types of igaigration are ¢ifferent. it is .steresting to aote, om tiv 
>asis of our analysis of the comtent of the interviews with the sampiing of 
worters,. ‘that gajor Linas comtinwe to exist Setween: 


- he istericrizgation of the ecomogic crisis. the identity crisis ead worter 
sociability; and 


--tme rise of feeliags of territorial invasion sasé issecurity. sa¢ the 
development of working *lass “stlomalism smc senopmooia. 


Tt is im fact signifi t. im view of the cherecteristics of the seapling ‘s 
nigh Level of sesebders of political groups anc associations), thet we found sot 
an affir@ation of a stromg icgentity dgefiniag « sajor azis of conflict 
\Capital-iater) in the working sopulation, Sut segstive idestities (they sare 
“ne poor,” “society’s rejects,” “tne ¢ 

nave gililions”. <4 series of se¢lectlwes enc empressioms reflect the sense of 
being iavedes. “Ge Sam Seer overras,. saturetet. setecerged.” “Ge are fet up 
with itasigrests.” “Gere one wonders if se is in Frence.” “Tou cam couwst the 
Preach citizess on the fingers of your send.” This feeling reeckes its 
wletneticon when the arrival of iguiarents is sgescribed as the overmummiang .f 
tee large coepilexz Sy all the races of the esrts (cospere tke coscept of 
planetary reciss . 


it is “they,” t@ose who operate lice am invwisidSle tené,. senipulatiag tre 
Prench people for the profit of foretaners, who are cespoasibSlie for this 
invasion. The cogplaint against “teen” volced Sy thoee interviewed iz sasgpie 
A is that the people were sot consulte¢. “They” iapose the issigrests spor 
[he people. who Secoge passive victias *o ‘the extent thet thes Seve co Seems 
of empressing theagsel ves or ecting or tefenmting ‘Deir own living spece ageinst 
what they regarc a5 « *1 of igmigrests. Teus ‘here is « feeling of Goudie 
¢ispossession fros ‘heir *erritorr. oy “thes” anc Sy the issigrests. Those 
respomsi>le for this invasion are sogetiges sesignated Sy sewer it is Girec,. 
tae gayor, the SLM. the government. 4mother culsination of the sense of Seing 
overrun is reached when the concept of «a strategy of territerial conquest 


supposedly pursued Dy ‘De Leaiarents is sé¢et. 


The gassive presence of iaelgrents ssalysed «5 & Shenosence seating toe larer 
compiles isto s “Suapiag ground for issigrents,* *“s gertege city.” can only 


lead to tite departure of French citisens. Ie tae case cf ti who «are 
“captives,” that is to say the strata of the woreing population vRich iack any 
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financial capehility to leave the the “flignt’ of the Prench 
@S 4 catastrophe. They do uot see how they could Galt this process other than 
by provoking the Geparture of the igsigrants. in sédition to the sense that 
the territory is dDeing Gespoilec, those who hoic this position have «4 sense of 
Ganger which, for both the French and the igsgigrants, is inéuceé by an 
ungesirec joint presence--the uncontrolles upsurge of reciss. This position 
involves saying that if “they” conm*inue to igpose a volume of isgsgigrants which 
.S not wantec, going over the heacs of the native residents, there is the 
Ganger that they will be tipped into a raciss which for the tise deing they 


are Sanaging to throttie. 


Tre Significance of the Republican Integration Mode) 


Sy giving first priority to the probdlegs relatec to the cohabitation of 
population categories with different lifestyles anc Delonging to different 
ethnic groups, ané¢ by insisting parallel with this on the needs for the 
_@tigrants to sake thegselves “invisible.” to become assigilatec, and to erase 
their particuiarities in the social srea, the lower sidgédle classes thus 
comiinue to progote the traditional gsodel for the integration of issigrants, 
even if, incidentally, they see thet it is ewer gore difficult for this sodel 
to function, with regard to a sultiplicity of ettmic group. 


So that everything will come out right, then, the igzigrants would have to 
become integratec anc assigilatec anc acapt, dSecause “those who live like 
Evropeans ere no trouble.” But om the whole, the lower siééle class peopie 
believe that "this is not working.” that while some categories of igmigrents 
try to live im the Preach fashion and to con’urs io the traditional 
integration sodel, the fact regains “that it is difficu.t to live together,” 
"that it is difficult te sake thes understanc that they shoult not be 
intrusive,” anc thet even when one would lie to interect with the isgigrants, 
“one does not know how to go about it.” 


im aGcition to this view, which the lower gidcie class shares with the workit¢g 
people, there was @ gradation, when .t cape to the interviews with those in 
sample 5, anc often even within a given interview, ranging fros a position of 
principle--"cm can associate with anybody"--to cogeents on the difficulties 
of living witain a sulti-ethnic “community,” ant indeed nostalgia for a social 
life involving native French citizens. “Il am not 4 recist, dDut in the past it 
was @ gatter of fully integrated French citizens with roots going way beck, 
firgily estebdlishec. As the years have passec, this has changec with the 
immigrants, with an upset in relations apong people. because ome sust respect 
cifferent ethnic groups. Their cultures an¢ their tastes are not necessarily 
owrs. Thus one gust deal with: 


--the survival of the republican gsodel for the integration of igsgigrants as a 
general reference, reflectec in the repeatec Gemands that they adapt anc learn 
proper ganmers, anc 


--—@ realization that this gsodel which still survives is ever less efficient, 
or wore precisely only functions for certain categories of iggigrants ‘the 
Portuguese, Asiatics enc families from the MaghreD definec as “invisibie.* 
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overall, the working pogwlation Segins with a reslizatice of the failure 

mode. for the iotegretion of the igpigrents enc views thelr presence is 
of the “here’ul ef’ects” anc “Segredgstice” ‘hey istroguce ints coppenit7 
fe. the lower sictle class, seking wee of this sodel, saslyzes the 
fficwlties emcounterec anc <¢istingwisbes betweer the categories of 
who cenfors to this sodel en¢ those who Go aot. “. tell you we are 
ingeet Seve problems, those people. Sowever. 
. Baeve cnown Portuguese people who were very 
of anc Vietnamese who Dehewe wery well. Ome sewer Sears of thee. for ther 
ve learneé bow to live. The West iséienms, of the other hesé. creste « 
tremensows nupder of proDlegs--tmey Go not sdgapt.” 
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Gowever. if this model sas prowec to be eve less efTiciest. the existence of 
a Teeling of Delmg overrw= expresuvec it terms quite sigsilar to those used oy 
the worwers interwlewec seems to in¢locete that the social aeweremess of the 
lower tid¢le class say change amc sove closer to that of the workers” siretes. 
Some of those interviewed ic this sesple emphesizec thet if the situstice 
“Soes sot change” in the Clrectice they want, they will leeve. 


& Dissicent Schepe--ér Intercultural Approcect 


This ultraginority position was woicec by « silitest Seloaging to s Catholic 
association snc « sember of a political perty. It isvolwes stressing the 
positive aspects of the lumigrents’ presence, stressing the positive satere of 
interculturel exchange anc the costributios it ces seke to the people of 
France. “The probdles of the igegigrests is ¢iscussed sclely is teres of its 
mnegetive aspects. which ere reel, Set et the same tige this cam trwly sete an 
exceptiona. comtritwtiom. Tc Gemownce Ghe phenogence without sentioning thet 
it cowl¢ provide something thet gany cities leck, end tmet is the ent others 
might even emvy--this sort of Genuwmclation is something of « two-edgec sword, 
anc it serves to lack people into wes their prodless.* 


Bowever, these two in¢ivicgwals instervriewe¢ stresse¢ thet istercwlture: 
relations regain for the tige deing sore « plen ther s resility, sinsce this 
attitude comes up against “Gi‘ferences im education, if culture, ic telie!, is 
leisure sctivities.” The Catholic silitemt eédeé e pessigistic scote. The 
mative french citizens, live the legigrests, ere undergoing the sage process 
of being uproctec anc they thus set seside their questioes sbowt the 
intercultural approecn to the cultural idestity crisis. “West is ceusiag the 
Geteriocration of the large complex is thet there ere people who so longer 
be.ong to anything. We are mot city people, aen¢ sowe say “we are the 
population gregs.” it is often sai¢ that efter losing one's perents, one is 
me longer anyone's chil¢. Well now, when ope cuts his roots, ome is so longer 
a tree, in the enc ome is mo longer anything. Gere you ere sowhere.” 


Prench Society Pacec @ith Multietmmic limmigretios 


Do the attitudes of the mative French citizens we interviewed comcerning the 
wultiethnic phenomenon confronting these foreshadow the sttitudes of our 
society towarc this probdles which seems ever gore inevitabdie? VYsriocus 
attitudes an¢ potential comflicts were reveale¢ in commection with the four 














~ategories of ieeigrests Bost oftet emcowsterec is this iarge popelaticce 
emp les. 


'. [oeriags. The treéditicoes: istegretice ecdel works for this cetegory. 
emi c* is perceives es “iawisibie” Seceuse of its “Siscretion® is the socisi 
spect, the promigity of ite cultere and its style of life. GH potestial sajeor 
comflict with the aetive-Sors Preac® was weationec serely soge criticisss 
abowt the ¢ifficulties crested is social life ty tae Srewliag of the youth). 


Asietics. This category is 6efisec es potestialiy ievisibie becacse of 
ite ¢iscretice ic the social spece eaé its coeforeity te the rules cf cur 
\elegretion gagel. Sowever its com@umity iscleticon an¢ style of life, tasec 
om the perpetastion of the trediticomal co@@ce law, prevents its fell iaciusice 
+ Treen’ clwle spece. Os the otber Sead, the recegsizsed coaepetesce enc 
virtwes of the Asiatics pleces thee is ¢irect co@petitice is the jot forve 
wit" s®tiwe-teore Presctmwen. Two potential sources of comflict were gest icoaced: 
.oelr #.tedrewal iste their cogppumities eat the interna. structers] sethods of 
‘hose commomities, emd the competitice they introdwce it the socioprofessicas! 
sector . 


\ Setives of the Magmres. This category, wiich ~o@e cogmentaters say seeus 
“to pose the sais challenge to the Frenct popelstios of any of the various 
categories cf ig@igrente” in other large cogpleses, is seen DF cw two seagples 
*2 siciler to the Iberiess. Geigneorly relations Gescrites as positive were 
mectioses. As is tee case of the idberiaens, there were soge criticisss 
pertaining to specific iastences (alcoholiss). her criticisas referred to 
‘heir cogs@eumity isozetion, their imwasion of the collective spece aené the 
‘ietertence crested ic the schools by the presence of their chi iéres. 


~ West indians. This category was clearly incdicatec by cur two samplings «s 
the post “wisible” category of imeigrants, Gespite te civic aeaé culture! 
Satovelicies) sigiiaerities. This vrisidility nas te do with the pursuit of 
their etyle of life is the social space, dut also, es emphasized by sant of 
those Loterwilewe¢, to the fact thet these people are black (sagpile A) anc 
French ‘semple 8), which “érasaetizes” coexistence with this populstion 
tesory. Seceuse where its sempbers are comcerned, the possibility of their 
return to their country of origin can be contempiated. 


Apart froe @ comflict tese¢ on the cifYerence in lifestyles, the distinction 
mace Oy those in samy ’e A and to @ lesser extent those in sample 8 dDetween 
‘wr ites” anc "Dlaecks” indicates that a conflict with the “colored peoples,” 
when they are highly visible in the social spece, cannot be excluded. 


Llenophodia an¢ Private Life 


The integration of the iggigrent communities has often been sccomgpanied in 
France Oy periogs of increasing tension preceding assimilation (for exagpile, 
the wery violent comflicts with the Italian population between 1850 anc 1893, 
resulting in numerous Geaths). Thus we would be in a period of spass, 
trecditional for French society an¢d strengthenec by the econogic crisis. 
@ithouwt regarding the xenophobic reactions an¢d the conflicts associated with 
thes as negligible, it woulé therefore be advisable to place thes in 
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perepgective witmic ef istegrsetice srccess., the wiciemce if whic® bas 4130 oe 
Sirectes, Bigtcoricaliy. st tae veriows grows eetiag uw Freect tociet, 


This eptigistic istergreteticon Goes mt tame iste sccowst the crisis it ow 
wsodgel for the integretice of :ssigrests. whict saszes 4 recel init: of the 
relaticashig of the stete with the groups eatiag up Freact society anc t > 
iesigrestes ergestiy secessaery. Seot® with regaré to the “sative® Frenct 
citisess enc the igsaeigrest categories. we Tied ourselves Taced wlth « of 
stece ic the coeflict cosecersiag the estadlisieest of s sew sodgei for the 
istegrsetice of issigrests. is view of the possibie results of « change ir 
Prenct society wader the igpect of the sueltietamic pmenosenon, the sorters ov 
isterviewes cleserly expressed their rejection of it, is the forse of « popular 
“st lomeliom wit @ stromg semopfodic ring. 


Parecomically, the spreec of semopmodla oat Se seec a9 Seset oc the process of 
Sasivigwupligetica which proceeds “ieviacibdiy” is Seeoccretic societies. in « 
large complex, the isegigrests ere so longer feced with the criteria for 
imtegretioeg of sativus of Freact territeries, saergissily preserving *><.° 
perticeliarity, Set tiese for iséiviéuwsalis without territerial effilisa* .o- 
which escouraeges seperetica a8 8 life style. Tee eythicei cisis of 
iasulerity, the comcegt cof “ome of as” shaped By ae ifectity. is emerging «* « 
tise whee. ss these we isterviewe¢e seéeittec. “we so icager selome * 
anything.” Oct of tee fog, the laage the worwers im the large complies Sere of 
theeselves seems to emerge. roe Seloaging to « profession, « community. 
ingees eves « class, ‘here bes Seee « treassitice to segsetivre identification. 
Sowever, there .s ofe single poist is copesce: the Gesire to retreat wittir 
the femsily cell. All, Sot® silitexts es¢ sceeilitests,. agree that owts. c+ 
private life, tmere is mo real wel l-Seing. 


ané this focus ce privete life cemmet csiapiy Se reduced to the regslts of 
the social sic policy (splisteriag or the eméuriag ecomogic crisis crisis ir 
pooular sociability), Sut gust Se eselysec as a sore profound process. 4 = 
factor ie the isagisery estabiiszeent of cer society. It is thee thet the 
issuler Lebel “sative Frenct citises.” Sreasdisbed agsiast the “invasion” >; 
the imeigrests. tame ce its full seesing. it sense is fect Freact citisess 
living seperate, eaciceec is their ows celis, refusing to tolersete the sols 
anc the rectet of isterrelate¢ life Sesest® the seesingly triste! logic of 
claises to ené serting of territory there ere cveces'e? & series of sanec 
ingividwals enc tee <Cissclutics of tee treditiomsal] referemce points for the 
¢ifference between Thee act Ue. “By revealing ome’s selgmbor in the gen whe 
is ¢iffereet, anc in proceeéging to ¢issclwe the frasewors for cossunit,s 
existence, ‘the modern age is exposing in¢éivigwals to a Gowdle cisllenge. "ey 
can ao lomger push respoesibdility for theeselves cato « social orger whict 
establishes their plece ent subjects thee to its treditions, sor can they any 
longer seek refuge {roe the Other is « systee which lates al. comtects anc 
co¢difies interpersonal relations it Setallet fasmion. 


The rise of popular senophobtia is being perslielesc by the sany fores of the 
process of indéividéeslizetion end the “equality of coméitions” the sGesocretic 
societies i=pose wor thenselves. While Tooqwerllle saw therein « means of 
Cimirishing conflicts ené viclesce, writing is “Je DBesocrecy it Aperica”™ that 
"f2r several centuries we heave seen that comcitioens seve Seer equalizing. 
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while st the sage tise ¢iscovering t5a* Sorelity is weatzeniag,”* temopmoo.ia 
Ringers tfet eévence of equplity cfict leeés to « comfuset recogmiticea tot 
the Gifference it the Other Goec oct prewent identical sffilistion> sec the 
be relaticas witt tie Other .if coe case the Gest iaégian. i: 

& aetive of the Mageret. soc eleewtere, == Asiatic) are isteasifyics 

is the ceeters of sccial Sebiteticn. For taese are iadetersiaste iadivicus:ls 
Geprivet of amy identity cageble of esta>listing « ¢istamce,* lacking roots se 
coulé eupress territorial isciviéusiity, ant semigulates ty “tes,” 
accegt promigity to <¢ifferesc:s wtic® sees to thes ittoleredie. For 
taese who ere “coestraiset,.” the workers who bave coge to the end of their 
resicestial course, the sagic sclutice is to emcluede these categories froa 
source of a1. ewlls emt Gemamcing t2elr Sepertere. 
Sacevreriag Toot. the lower si¢¢le 
for the istegretice of 


1‘. Pierre Gremicn, “The Peripgteral Segiae.” Sewlli, Paris, "97>; B. Titee- 
Cormillct, “The Caallemge of lamigretice ‘rom tie Maegtret.” Li MOMDE, 
23-2% Aagest "963; ent Joes Lecce, “Questions om Citisensmip.” PROJET. 
Jamaary-Fetewary © 3}. 


- is opger te emelyse the relaticas of tre Freact lower classes is the 
large comples wit! the lamigr-ects, wf esta>lismec « Sow>l+ samp ec. 
Gee wes « worteers” sample it this large comples,. relatively umweelliec 
worwers were iowolwet) emt a lower gic¢le class charecteritec oy 
culteral aseets--teschters, social worwers, office emgplorees sanp le. 


La 


Michelle Perrot. “The Workers oc Strize.* Paris, Mowton, "974, p 4. 
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Alais Fiskielzrest. “Tee Wisédos of Love.” Gelliaeré, 1994. 5 0. 


See Mercel Geuchet. “Tocqueville. Aperice and Us.” LIBRE. Bo 7. "950. 
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&. Witmowt lageing isto subetectialion, it would te well to recall, wits 
Clawée Levi-Streuss,. thet “identity is « kind of virteal center to which 
we gust refer to explains certain things. Gespite the fact that it sever 
really existec” (ic “Identity.” PUF French University Press). *977. 

p 332). 
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PROSL SS, COMPLICTS FOR EDOCATIONAL STSTEX 
Paris ESPRIT io Preect Joo & pp 3-1 
[Article ty Alain Pierrot: “The Freact Schools amt Their Foreign Stwtents*. 


(Test) “Se the teeigrests beve « place is the schools?” “Whet should the 
schools Go for tees?” tof so om. All of these are laeproper wars of powlins = 
c@wicusly crweial proSles, tiset of the students who ere mot Fremct or who are 
mot “reslis” Freect. The sess secia ¢iscuss the e¢wcsetions! system enc 
istegretice emceasiagliy. Froe the rigtt sing to the left, « consensus fas 
silecet sees resected: « school systes “crested for little Freeact citi sens” 
camect. aless it cheages profoundly, sccogsodsete « sillice foreigners. Wf 
course “emiléres of iseigrests” ent “secomé-gecerstion” sre inaecewete teres, 
siace the Gereaer or Belgias chiléres whose parents work is France ere sot 
iacleded, alt@ouge they were bowever “cour” itgeigrects of the "Ht century, Dut 
te from the DOW Owerseaes Departments). lise the "Yuslia Frenchmen,” 
are tecleée¢. Their cogeece characteristic is thet throwg? their fagilies, 
me) te culteres an¢ societies whic® are Gominetec, or presumed to o, 
the centers of whic® lie cwtsice Presct® Ic owr ettitude towert thea, whether 

or Bostile, tRey reeé Sot the place sssignes to thes and the 
ieplicit staséer< of what it seams to Se «2 “real” Frenct citizens. 


- 


oer school systeae gore carefully. we see in 
fect am iecressiag comcer= sSout then of the level of the responsible Socies, 
both politicel esac pedagogical, Suet little taagible ewideace to cosfirs it. 
It is sore seerly cer general comcept of e¢wcetion end the excessive 
ieportence the Bazy sotice of “etheic” identity bas takes oc therein which 
create the problem. This is why, after some Oriel specific Geta, we will Geel 
ell wit® tte igeclogicel aac philcsoptical causes prevestiag us fros 
a cleer riew of the lesigrests in this setter, who play vreriows roles 
rerely their cw. 


pet 

In 1964, there were « little ower « sillicon students of foreign sationslity is 
the Preact sctools. slecet all (95 percest) of thee is the pudlic educet lone! 
systes, where they sccountes for '° percent of the esrolisest. While 16 
perceat of the stedgests is France are ix private schools, omly 5 percent of 
the foreige Stadents are emrolie¢ there, am¢ they represent only 2.4 percent 
of the total.’ The wolume of foreigners is twice as great in “special” 
le@ecationsl ¢ifficuwlties) classes 23 is general education, and the percentage 
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of satives of the Nagtred is greater thas that of foreigs students of other 
origics. Generally speaziag., the proportice of iteeigrests fros Esropge is 
Swiediiag, to the desefit of those froe Africa asd Asia. Taken all is aii. 
mothiag cowl¢ Se sore coesistest wit tse usual isaege of foreigze students 
tering Cifficwlties is the schools. Comcerning this, some people Selieve that 
“oey are loweriog the standard” anc Gamgaging ‘toe “Tirst-class isage” of oor 
pedlic sebeols, while others see the Lesigracts as the victias of a systes 
whic® mas failed to eéapt amd to take their “specificity” iatc sccount. 


Soe.’ : “eserves 


1. Siece 1970, isitisetice classes (Ci.I5) seve seer offeres. is prisacipie, 
they ere for stwedeats froe 7 te 12 years of age who Go sot csow Freackt oc 
arrival is Premce ““noo-Frenct speakers” ant “first arrivals”). Soc they are 
Ses _gmet to emeble thee to take their place is reguler classes speedily (after 
* peer, et toe latest). They Save seen «4 substantial drop is emrollsent,. 
which teas éwiedled is a few years fros 12,000 to 9,000 (of whos 5,000 are 
foreigmers enc 1,000 French citisens). They are characterized dy great 
¢isperities is age eaé¢ efucetioce ané isteliectsesl ievwelis. Sor is there 
wmanigity om their effectivesess is the resis of liagsuistic appresticeshis, 
because of the fact that these chiléres, sow iiviag is Freace, leara the 
lLamguege is “saterel” faskhice oa s seraliel Sesis. Thws ose cas understand 
why these courses are costrowersial. The criticism thet they segregate 
neeclessly ¢erives froe the observations that ome too often fiadés therein 
chilé¢ren who are Prench-speaexiag Set who are regerdet as Selomging to & Smell 
category - 


There are also sizgth- an¢d fifte-fors classes of the same type called 
a¢aptation classes (CLAD). In '963 anc "964, 160 classes sccoegsodates 2,667 
stutents. Their ligited supber, ever though the capecity to learn «a language 
spontaneously Gecreases with age, while the level of requirements is higter, 
*=plalios the fact that sany young foreigners find thesselves assignec to 
ecucational strectures (prevocatioesi classes for foreigsers or prisary 
imitiatioe courses) whict fail to teze their earlier secoedary educetiocas!l 
achievements isto sccount. 


2. Seginming is 1975, Treisiag end Inforwation Ceaters for the Eéucatice of 
tee Chlléren of Migrants (CEFISEM) were estadlished. Currestiy there are 20 
of teem is Fremce. These centers are staffed oy prigary an¢d secondgary level 
teachers, an¢ are respoasisle for coetinvows training activities designed for 
all teachers who beve a high proportions of foreign students in their classes. 
They also fumction ic the edwcetionsl institutions, is perticuler is the IEP 
ipriority somes Gefines in 1981-1962), amé they saintain very regular contact 
wit® the forelgm associations end teechers appoicted to teach the languages 
ané culteres of the coustries of origi, isa the scBools. Although they are 
affiliated with the teschers’® traisiag schools, the role they play is the 
general. pedagogical education of teachers reg.:os iocidestal, which sogewnhat 
ligits their coetritution. This structure is exclusively French. 











3. The teaching of the languages ané cultures of the countries of origis 
\EL0O). While the enowledge of their sother tongue is nardly in dowdt for the 
"first arrival” students in the CLIS, the sage is not the case for those «oh 
mawe lived in France for several years. Following the Sllateral agreements 
Signet by France with warious “editerramean countries Detween 197} anc ‘ #5) 
(Portugal, italy, Tumisia, Spain, Morocco, Tugoslavia, Turkey, Algeria), sdout 
100,000 of the 700,G00 foreign prisary school studests have been pursuing 
courses in the languages anc cultures of their native lands, wit teachers 
recruited and paid dy the governgent of each of the countries which have 
Signet such am agreement with France. ‘or half of the students, these toree 
course hours are incorporated ia the sorseal schedule, while the otaer hall 
persues a “deferres* or “extracurricuiar® course. The various countries ¢o 
mot have identical concepts, and esroiisesat varies greatiy fros ose 
matiomality to amother: froe 7 or & percent for the Algerians and Moroccans 
to 25 percent for the Portuguese, and even 50 percent for the Italians 
(including, it is trve, French students of italian origi). 


It was in the era of the SNorth-Sowth agreements on transfers of sanpower anc 
within the framework of the "free sowement of workers in Surope™ that these 
courses were organized, doth in France ané in the other industrialized 
countries in Western Europe which were experiencing am leportent ioflus of 
(emigrant workers. Gaesically they provided « guarantee to ‘he perents, within 
the logic of temporary emigration.) Their return to their countries would 
oome abow: “for the better” for their childrens if, @ariag their stay sbroec, 
they Sad been educated in the language anc the culture of their country. 


Im view of the large percentage accounted for dy umofficial languages enc 
Cialects is igsgigrent sitwations ‘he language ‘taught is sot secessaeriiy ‘5 
same a3 the language of the family, which gany students so longer speax 
fluently, sorecover, ewen if they still understand it. 


Por those taking these courses, a dowdle difficulty often develoge--tiat of 
being temporarily seperate? fros the rest cf their class, end that of sot 
really knowing Sow to speak the Language which everyome seegs to identity «: 
their “real® ose. The reluctance of the students, as well as that of the 
pereats who so longer send their chiiéren to class, should sot Se considerec 
is isolatioae froe the positioce of the Freach teachers who, a3 6 whole, Save 
sore searly “tolersted” these courses than really approved of the principle om 
which they are besed. Their lise of thinking is that saintaining Di lingusliss 
hinders the learning of French, alomg with the sdditional fear that when these 
classes are integrates, a sinth of the school tise wiil thus Se lost.* 


@ich “Mother Tongue? 


Agsoag the “scoadiplicoswatic” justifications for this eégucetioasl plan, the 
argument for the seeded grounding in the sother tongue ranks high. There are 
many who think> that emigration, Sy Gepriving this language of its 
"“Lastrupentai® fuection (it is so longer the vehicle either of education or of 
social life ia Freace), while it alose would have a sysbolic valwe (the 
wsother’s, and thus the DSasic patterning, language, puts inasigrent chilécren in 
a “sesiliagual® rather thas «a DSiliagual situation. Language. culture and 
persoesiity would “sorsaily”® de inseperadie, and the children of isesigrar’ 














workers woslé tes se experiesciag “Sissocisatios.*“" Usless one 
wpccomditionsliy sccepts such « systiceal comcept of the “wotmer tomgue.” it is 
pessisie te recegsize, of the Sesis of = good sany exzaapies of 
“scapetSclogicai® persoeslities, tmat as iadgividgssal cae Segia to thiasz and 
live is eee Laageege eas cas coat isve that persona. Jevelopses. isa asotter. 
Pattersiag relations, ca the affective sad social level, which the “sother” 
isitietes in Ser ows lseageage ar? aot isherest is it, Sut are oo the costrary 
e@se¢ to it, thus giviag rise to lLiagsistic forgs ae¢ situations with strong 
Syedeclic velves. Serious ¢ifficulities say iadeet trouble those whose 
“persosal lenageages” are cBaracterizes Sy coatredictory practices aad 
sitestions of isequsiity, Set it is these coaeflicts whict ¢isterd, set the 
lLam@guages a9 gech, stict only reflect tes. 


mwaereness of Language ac¢ Its Cultural Iaplicetions 


The poumg people liriag is Preace, Sowever ¢iverse their lingsistic origias, 
neve s sastery of the oral wariatices of orgisary Freach asalogous to that of 
Fresch citisess is the sese social situatioe. Sits regeré to the writtes 
lamageage. is whic® the cogecious represestations of language play a greater 
role, it sppeers taet isterferesce with the family liaguistic bese is sot 
icfreqvest. The question is then, whether they experience French as “thei” 
lamgeage or as tast of the sajority. amc gore “legitiagate,” group. This is « 
questice of an affective aad igeclogical seture ané Soes uot resliy pertain to 
iiageistic cospetesce as peck. it is is¢icative teat chiléres of 10 or so 
years of age save sowe ¢ivficulty is experiencing the language of their 
parents as “thelr Langeage” whet it is <¢ifferent from that of their coeredes, 
while Sy the esé of séolesceace, the search for identity leads a certsis 
cumpter of young people to wast to lears the language of “ixeir people,” even 
if they ere totaliy eefesiliar with it. Set in sect cases, it is Ared poetry, 
Spesish theater or itelies litersture aad sot the “lost language” of their 
first affective exchanges whic they want to taster. 


Tree low lewel of tie younger stuéeats" scotivaticea cleariy reflects the 
So@gieest positice of fasiliy cultures anc languages, which they Save 
istersalized ené express throwgh their attitude of rejectica, iscorgorsting 
their precericus status sat their cum educational ¢ifficuities. 


Is There a Specific Séucetionsl Failure? 


Overeil, the positica of foreige studéeats is tse educational systes is iess 
favorebie than that of Freack citizens. Scwever, = SIGES (Susisess and 
Statistical Data-Processing Department) study” om the schooling completed dy 
the children of easkilieé werters yielde¢t figures very close to those for 
Prench students is the same socioprofessional category, even showing 2 silar 
aévantage for foreige chiléres Sern is France. Thus it was possible to report 
is LE MOBDE DOE L’EDUCATION (Bo 100. p 'S), that “in the sage envircasest, the 
childéres of issgigrests ere sore successful tnan French childres.” This effort 
to reverse the stereotype serits two cogesests. Os the ome Sand, the 
generslizaticoa, dSesed oa the least favores category (12.5 percent of the 
active Preach population as cospered to 35.15 percent of the foreign workers) 
is Saesty. anc is sorecver Sesed om slignt statistical differences. Finsaily, 
ané gost ieportest, precisely Secause “all other thiags are sot equal,” the 
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of racist theses. Thus Soulot sand Fredet could write: "Is it set in th 
eccveulation of poor educational comditions amc poor socicecomogic comditions 


Limgsistic ¢eficit and the cultural handicap? Sere again we emcoumter ‘he 
eriticiss,. very familiar sisace the ‘300s. of the fallwre of the schools 
theseselves to sedapt (“poor educations! coaediticas”). in coscilusios, ter 


Making fellure the sain inégez of the functioning of am educational institution 
is sow & commonplace. The school would thus de Suet « gachine for selection 
baesec on social criteria tisguise¢ as educational activities. Thus 
“reinterpreted,” failure is school is so longer « failure, properly spesking, 
Seceuse on the ome Sead it is an inevitable reflection of the systen,. while on 
the other, whatever the sudjective evaluation of the pmenmogenon, tose eho 
Tail are in fect stigeatised Secause their differences, ‘heir languages snc 
their culteres beve so proper place in the schools. in «4 Geagystifled approach 
to the prosles, the only real pedagogical question would Se: "What social 
comtest will [ give sy e@woatiomal process? Toward what social fumction-- 
comservaetiss or schisa--will it Se oriented?” 


Eitmeer ome thing or the other: elther there is failure dSecause there ere 
previcesly defined goals, anc ome cannot judge the reality of the schoo! 
Systes solely om the Sesis of the effects it Ses or Goes cot Seve in the reela 
of social sodility witBeut first of all judgiag it on the Sesis of its own 
goals. OF else cme sbendoms ‘hea amc wit! thee the corgwative sssesement of 
tee falleres. It Ses Seen proposed that we substitute bere toe life, the 
lamguage amc the prectices of certain social groups. 


Fifteen pears or so ago, the study of the ¢yne@ic elegents in the popular 
cultere wit « tlew to changing the schools was suspended. We see te sane 
hope reborn today wit! the assignment of the role of s Goginated social group 
meec¢ing to be emancipated to tee lasigrents. Suddenly it seegs easier to 
assign @ costest to this culture oppressed Sy the petit Sour'geols French 
e¢wcetional systee--the comtent of the lesigrects’ cultures ant Languages. 
with etmmologists Sbecoging the theoreticians of tals cew pedagogy. 


The Lesson Taught Sy the Etnmologists 


Por the “ceritical® edweaters, the oaly trve theory of education was of « 
sociclogical or political setuere. Slipping isto the costume worn esriier, 
so@e etnmologists today feel that theirs is « comperedle sission with regerc 
to thoee szive persons who sight still Sellewe in pessing om gemers| «mow lecer 
ce escouragiag ectivities and apprenticeships. A recent erticle ia L"ECOLE 
MATESNELLE FRANCAISE? is a perfect illustration of this. The roles ere 
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cleerly seperated. “Becosciliag theory (etmaclogica. éata) and practice 
\gaily schoolwork)” (pf 25). The sursery school teschers “Sid sot cow...that 
they were fuactioaiag on the Sasis of the cultural patterns of the écsinzant. 
Premeh society..ehic® they passed om wit@howt really questioning then” p> :'. 
Speaking of culture only is the third person, '9 the ethmologist would sescrite 
the fumcticoaiag of the schools cSjectively, takiag care to attach valve 
jeGgeents to their single source--a perticular etmmic culture. [It is urgent 
test tee teacher who conceives of Bis work froe a *ssiversalist”™ poist of 
view, that of s gesersl aaé raeticoasl e¢ucatios, learn that Se sust sot 
arditrerily impose sis own cultursl idgestity, to the getrigent of the various 
cultures which Se stifles in Sis om students. 


Ligze all of the elements is tBis Sedy of anthropological «<nowledge. the 
concept of culture is s workiag hypothesis which is subdject to revisions, 
sbowe a1. when, golag Sepomd « cescriptive Listing. ome wants to gaeke of it = 
interpretive comcept. Too sacy of the leading etamclogists Save quest lomed 
the secessaery subjective igplicetion anc its segdigulties to sallow us to scooept 
the und fferentiated Sogmatiss shich sets the theory of cultures in opposition 
to etmmocestric prectices which are umconscious, sisce they are sorsative. 
The comcept of culture is the etReological sense cannot serve as 4 guide for 
pecagogy. witout strigiag « destructive Slow. the first victia of which 
would Se logic itself. This is weet is dome is this sase articie ip 32). 
Since the schools are called upon to Sresk with their Sistoric tredition. 


The goal proposed is in the end ip #2) “to allow individuals anc groups to 
Sigply whet they are. to live taeir culture is freedos anc to Geteruine their 
identity themselves.” In «a confusion of whet should b+, with the emoeption of 
those who would Se cosfortable within the French school tredition, committe 
to @ Saesic secrifice, it is the providestial harecay Setween isdivicual 
liberty and traditional culture which is Seiag prociaises. Etaaclogica! 
theoriting cam Se co safeguaer< against an imaginary oresk Sy Cur system wits 
its owns cultural Sesis. it cas, oa the other band, selp the schools to gsica 
am awareness of which ¢dosinent ralwes owr society invests it with, amd to 
relate those walves to the sew valve of respect for other cultures. 


Seapect for Other Cultures 


Respect treditiomally follows a demimctation of the oppression isgposed upon 
regiomal identities, popular strata and colomized peoples subjected to forced 
assisilatios, which is effectec Sy invoking such sdstrect values as 
rationality, the rights of the iadividgual, ete. Sut to respect a cultural 
phemnogenos, for exagple religion, one gust Save estadi ished its relative 
importance, detaching oneself froe it, which presumes putting social identity 
above other valves. Sespecting the cultures of students can thus oly result 
from respect for them personally Sesed on owr criteria for individual rights. 
Sech respect is so way pisces the various cultures on an equal footing, 
because any “clais” dy a culture other than our own to extension derond the 
ligits sessigned dy owr society to the personal sphere wust S¢ rejected. The 
right to de a Muslia ins France does sot sean that inheritance can de defined 
according to the rules of the Loran, and the school requirement pertains to 
all, whatever the viewpoint of the respective culture say Se. It is Seceseery 
to have the courage to recognize this. It is tecause we place our own valves 
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elsewnere--iac the sature of political costrol emé power and the rights ° 
work, Sedicise, ceosfort, educations, :aforpaticoe anc free sovemgert. «t<. 
\wRereis the written wort. ise juricicel systems apd ‘iodivricgual respomsi>i it, 
are Sasic) tet we cam sllow cultural forms of smother type above 411 those 
of the treditiomal oral sccieties) to enter the eg¢ucations! systecn. Seceure 
we cregars these cultural forms as tisor, this *respect” iaplies o sevalust . on. 
Owr society is Sase¢ on sore adstrect social relations, wherein culturs. 
questions are possi>le Secause treditioe is so longer the sole source 
legitigecy. The reduction of direct social comtrol. which is the comsequenc: 
thereof. Sas allowed the dewelopwent of the iliusion that every individual or 
group can develop chereia eccoréding tc its stendaré¢s and as it wishes. 
Conversely, there is within a part of the French population « sya@etrice!l or 
complementary <ifficulty in sccepting that sore individual freedoms leads - 
more <ifferenmces in lifestyle. Secause soge people fo sot see Dow Socla. 
comesion can Se saintained unless everyone cosforgs to a given cultursl mote... 
participetiag in ‘the sage rites, the presence of other cultures seegs ‘to ‘hen 
intoLeradle. 


~ 


Intercultural Activities 


Making a SOresk with ethmocentriss Segianing .. childhood in orger to ¢liginate 
this form of reciss is the cogsgon cherecteristic of rather diverse prectices 
which Save for the past 5 or 7 years Seen defised a3 isterculturasl. Some 
people Save Selleved that cuisice, susic, stories, is short the varios 
Tolalores (sometiges overlooking French folalore), Secause they are culture. 
formas which go sot leed to cosflict and are sccessible to the very pouts sc 
“witiis resch” for the perents, will allow a sore open approach to others sc 
respect for their ¢ifferences. There is so Detter example of respect eh Lo% 
gevalves. Aware of this hatar¢c, others Save sought to Sypess his 
“exzpositica” of cultural diversity aed to develop a joist pedagogical syster. 
“rs AD¢allanh-Pretce: lle’ compares it to comsciowsness-raising e¢ucat ior. 
"The poiat of departure is the reslity experienced Sy the child in « 
@sulticultursl situation,” and the goal is “tc learn to read cultures.” se 
fied sere the sage ethaclogical distortion as before. This utopia serdly 
seees *o Se Semperec Sy the siniasal setiodological precautions requires ‘or 
such a groject. If the difficulties of a purely logical sature which childrens 
encounter when it coges to ¢istinguishing 4 particular instance from a gemers. 
Law are upderstoo¢. «= whole renge of consequences aight Se feeret, Seal nmings 
wit® the reinforcement of reciss, if such « comcept were Sy chance to Sb trviy 
put into prectice. 


The definition of tme intercultural goal om the level of expression seeas store 
realistic, om the ose Baad Secause it is sot subject to the sage 
Bethodgolcogical requiregents, and on the other, Seceuse it does sot involve ‘h- 
“other cultures” except to the extent that the interested partles cnoose ‘to 
view it taus. Sut umless cae Selieves that in « situation of theatrical, 
susical or graphic expression, all of the specific gosis of the schools are 
achieved, the setho¢ds and content of education end their relationship wit 
these activities of expressicn regain to de defined. Somge Dope that « of¥ 
coultere will emerge frog this, with the school Secoging the “workshop.” ioteec 
the testiag Sench for those susicians, association sesbders, architects anc 
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veriows gilitasts who are comcermet sit! Seing the protagonists in social anc 
cultsrel iamovetics. 


pert Cros tee .llwsios that they are thus theaselves egancipated frogs the 
evil etaeccentrise which Lies in wait for teschers, the greatest risk is ‘that 
ohlidrem will de Le¢ inte « false sense of sutomogy anc freedos for Lacs of 
deing faced with the ordisaary instituitional desands. The taterculturs: 
effort cammot Se isolated from the goals of education in the ecmcols, or it is 
Lisely te dissolve iate insignificance or to Setray itself. The “open” 
culture, item can Se sodified indefinitely ss sew cossunities sre 
encountered, is sotRhing Sut, sor could it Se, the deepening and Sroaedening of 
wr own culture. 


Thee Ideology of cross-Sreeding 


intercultural activities appear to constitute « turning point is tise, the 
Sawa of a sew ers, the first Slush of the “other,” the *“sew* culture. While 
eccurete descriptions are Lacking, ome ‘era sometheless .3 gaining sccep lance: 
“cross-Sreediag.” In a sultiethmic enc suiticultural France, ome reads with 
imereesing Trequency that we are or will Se cultural crosstreeds. The forguls 
Str.iaes “he target and is provoceatire enough that am expert in sockery such 45 
Colwehe could go so far as to say that “those who Selieve they are French are 
wrong.” The sost direct snalysis of this forsula reveals that it falis 
precisely within the logic of reciss, with the difference ‘that the one group 
Semants what the other adhors, since the advocates of cultural cross-Sreeding 
anc the recists recognize equally that cultures are a0 integral yert of Suman 
grosCps. Te can presume that the former ser a social inheritance where ‘heir 
acversaries Selieve is Sioclogical *eredity, Sut the comsequence they derive 
therefrom is -he sage. The sechanical product of cofabditation dy cossaunities 
gives Sirth, ‘through cross-treeding, ‘to cultural cienge. History proves ‘that 
any other outcomes are possible, that some groups saintain their specificity 
at least is part. while others lose it entirely, and that the dosiscant 
inflwemces are sot proportionel to sumders, since the éetersgining reasons are 
thesselves of a cultursel sature. To date the sost profound changes Save 
affected the lageigrants theagselves adove all. The “leave ay friend alone” 
phenomenon is sot omly the reaction of the lamigrants to ‘tte exact rbation of 
recist crises. if so sany Prench sédolescents understand this, it is permaps 
to #8 grest extent Secause those who are still the victias of reciss are 
nonetheless “iategratec™ enough to ¢desand equal rights and “o adopt very 
effective tectnaiques cf expressing *heaselves, according to 4 code which is 
that of our sedia and our political and social systes. 


Cultural Selativiss 


There is am cOvicws relationship Setween the consecration of cultural 
igemtities amd the gajor themes which Save dominated French thinking for some 
gecades--cultural relativisa, Sistoricis# and irrationaliss. And to search 
for the wey to the persistent difficulties we Save experienced in the 
clari“ication of pedagogical saad cultural discussions is sot, therefore, 
snreasomad le. 
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Jacques Pouveresse. is Sis last ‘wo Sooms,'< amalytes these “hen 

Lucidity, and sis criticiss ses egually to go with the questions « : 
ss. “Free exzchaage sost often corresponds to an effort of unders* andiang 
between differen" traditions anc cultures, and it seeks to ¢stadlis 
consensus of a acw type” (aC. 2 39). Amt so such for the intercultursi 
a8 its Best utopias version. Ac to tee raticnsa.ist tradition, it would de 
“practicaliy the only ome incapadle of effectiag free exchange, of fu. 1% 
respecting its acversaries fC cee.ing <«.t5 thes isn 4 way oteer (220 €&e. Lor 
pure and sigple.” it is indeed is terss of the sagee considers 5 and 


charges ‘Rat the French schools are asked to sdandgon thei: usirerss 
pretensions. There is Sere, a3 /. Joureresse explains, « justi f' cat 
any cuiteurai or pmiysical violence, for each individual wiil thin: 

the framewors estadlished Sy Sis culture, and tRe sotion of va : 


Sisaeppeer too a.cmg with the sbendongent of amy comcers for uwivers)i* 

what other foundation, sowever, can the right to difference S© Seer ‘ 
tae demunciation of tne princips.es of cur reticea.ist <retiticn as * sive, 
anc the suitiplication of “historic or cultural lacks ia costicuitr, - 
teachers have Seen conviaced ttat tfey siculd wot or cannot 9a e Love 
igpose cnowledge on students Selonging ‘to 4 cuitural universe ¢ifferent ‘ros 


> _- 
-- * 


The Cultural Status of the Schools 


Prog the «itchenettes anéd vasmroces of the sursery schools ‘hrowsh personages 


im Dooks, cafeteria senus anc school Rolidsys coordisated with relis¢ 
festivals, without, o>vlous. ver Looming Bistory, geography imc Langues 


the schools igplicitliy and pone + ore recognize Sut ome single s*rie 
as legitisgate--that of the French petite Sourgecisie. These : es 
fully documented and prove that *ne schools go sot always readily res 
level of their own estadlishet valves. Ome sight imagine that « realli rmatior 
of these ralues would «ta>le the schools to Se less passive with regert to "De 
existing sterectypes,. and thus sore original on the Sasis of their spec: 
function, which is to give everyone access to Sasic kaowledge. They are 
thereby iinked with “scnoiarlr” culture and sot omiy to our arditrery “e* 
cultures. This iisits their range =o ‘Rat of the Jewelupmeni of sncoeleder ac 
rationality, «mowing ‘tow to express omeseif, to read, to reason, ‘oO comduct a 
logical discussion, etc. Family iife, ietsure tige and religious practices 
are well outside their scope. or 4 sumver of pwints, this analysis coincides 
with the educational priorities set forth oy J.-?. Chevenesent. 


Prench Patriotise anc the Jniver 


The sational sinister of education was sot content to prociais re 
schools should transait Sasic «mowle¢dge, going on to say that ‘throug’ 
instruction and history, they shoulc give sew vigor to “nationa. fee.ing.” 
One could hardly %e sore explicitiy ethnocentric! Fegeaberina * 2" He 
genounced the excessive emgpmasis on differences, is there still @ place .o t& 
sckacis for recognition of son-French cultures? in entrusting the *as* of 
studying isg@igration to J. Se.que, J.-?. Chevenegent estadiished an 
assiailationist orienta sf any awdiguity; Calling for “the dest 
possible integration in * 











it is logical and necessary to instruct all of the children liwing in France 
in its histery, geography anc language, precisely because they live there. 
But does understanding the history oc: a country sean sesorizing patriotic 
Syudols gore or less sechanically? in his letter to the denn of the General 
laspectorate Gate¢ December °954, J.-?. Chevenement explained that whet was 
neecec was “a narration with Cates comprehensively representing the major 
events in the history of France anc, when necessary, Europe” this is quite 
comsistent with the official instructions of June ‘954 reviving the references 
fasiliar to earlier generations ("the collective segory"), from the heroic 
Vercingetorix through Charles Martel ("The Arabs will newer again advance 
north of the Pyrenees,” or im other words “Get this native of the Maghre>D out 
of gy sight!") to de Gaulle, the superd sclitary figure in the whole 20th 
century. One can see that the eagerness to encourage iocve of country 
overrides every other consicgeration. Neglecting the history of others as a 
principle cannot help but pacify the sings of the sost chauvinistic. 


These sagse instructions advise limiting the study of pretistory to the wealth 
of material pertaining to FPrauce alone. What coulc be gore logical, however, 
than to explain that Ho@o erectus lived not only in Tautevel and Nice, Dut in 
Germany, Morocco anc China as well? Experience hes shown precisely that 
certain children frogs these countries were affectec in an entirely different 
way, the sore so gince from the scientific point of view, the forger 
presentation is riciculous, while the second for its part is ‘formative. 


Why not teach that writing Gewelopec 5,000 years ago in the countries of the 
Near East, whose igage is too often Drought down to ome of violence, oil and 
fanaticisa? Understanding the history of one's country seans «nowing tha’ its 
territory was for a long time nothing Dut a region, or several regions, in 
large political cogplezes in the Bogan or Germanic eras (anc therefore that 
neither Clovis nor Charlemagne was French). 


Anc finally. does lowe of the fatherland require Geception by osission or 
agGherence to the gost suspect conventions? According tc these sage 
instructions, the reign of Saint Louis was “the sost deautiful sediewal French 
perios." Why render honor to « notorious anti-Sesgite who was responsible for 
the annihilation of the cultural heritage of the Jews, which hac been 
preservec an¢ enriched in Champagne anc in the rest of the kingdéos over a 
periodg of centuries, but was reguced to ruin dy his order in Paris? More 
generally, the total silence about secieval anti-Semitissa in Surope anc its 
repeatec resurgence util the ‘9th century deprives students of an laportant 
element in an understanding of what the soral st@osphere of these eras was, 
anc at the same tise the sense of emancipation brought about by the American 
anc French revolutions. With such knowledge, they would unterstand where the 
Bezi practices (which were not all born of a “¢labolical igagination™) case 
froe. in this conmection. the crusaders of Godefroy de Bowlllon (“a Suropean 
undertaking,” according to these sage instructions) were the precursors of the 
tren¢ when they burmec 211 of the Jews they found still alive in Jerusalem in 
1099 in @ synagogue, the first version of the “final solution.” 


It is iogical to stress the valwe of the Declaration of the Rights of Man anc 
the Citizen, Decause it corresponds in fact to a tise when oui country was at 
the heart of woric history and was regarded a3 rwoh by others. Sut the linear 
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“ethnocentric” treate@ent goes not really allow this. For French cit sens 
thegselves, the history of France can only be understood if it is seen wit”. 
frases of reference larger than itself. If the teaching of it remains 
suborcinate to the exaltation of a “powerful national feelings” /.-?. 
Cnevenement, 23 October 1954), children of other origins, for *heir part. cer 
mot fail to experience a sense of exclusion ewen sore keenly. unless the, 
persuade thegselves that their ancestors too were Gauls, which canno! «fter 
all De regardgec as progress in their historic comprehension. 


The French Language anc Literature 


Ratner thar, perfecting new materials designed to “strengthen” tne practice of 
Prench among the children of migrant workers, as the “order” just giver to the 
CEFISEM instructs, again officially endorsing the concept of the linguistic 
Geficit, ome might hope that the instruction given the study commissions-- 
“broader knowledge sharec by all the students will contribute to a better 
@utusl understanding an¢ the development of a culture which is gore open anc 
richer” (16 December 1954)--will be applied to the teaching of history «es wel) 
as French. The existence of French-speaking writers on several comlinents, —' 
DdDlack Africa and in the MaghredD in particular, in fact sakes possible a more 
open approach to other human realities in owr own language, with trans) toms 
eliginating every ligitation in a reals in which we can no longer content 
ourselves with the segalioganiac principle according to which “it is *rencn, 
anc thus universal.” 


Prom Closed to Open Ethnocentris: 


The clarifying effect which one can perceive in the sinisterial statements 
suffers frose a sajor ¢ifficulty: the verw pature of the popularity it has 
won. One sight fear in fact that this popularity does not Gerive entirely 
from the conviction that we are thus reestablishing the fore tradi* ona! 
schools in teres of their content except for data processing) anc their 
methods, to wit the authoritarian inculcation of knowledge. Children of eve) 
origin are lisely to suffer therefrom, deginning with the foreigners anc¢ 4. 
the French cit‘sens who do not feel truly et home in the schools. ~— 
ingeec necessary to Gevote great concern to the knowledge ‘hey acquire.  “™ 
sastery of written French is indeed an “absolute” priority for those who wer 
mot initiated in it in theic families, and thus for sany children of 
imesigrents. But this vigilance does not have to do solely with discipline anc 
the direction of the effort. It is only through rether diverse ané rather 
sutonosous situations of real activity, so that both the indivicwa. 
Gifficulties an¢ the sost original expressions will be evident therein, "het 
it cam lead to @ serious assessment of intellectual gains. 


The children of igmigrants Go not require « special pedagogy, anc there is ™ 
reason to devote gore attention to their specific characteristics then *« 
those of others. When it is seen that certain educational activities or 
references are characterized by an arbitrary cultural aspect, insteec 
“compensating” for thes by Gangerous references to other ethmic realities, 
would be well to go beyond the very principle of this narrow ethnocentric, 
other worés sgaking the educational reality sore consistent w#ith its 
universalist sis. “Differentiation” cannot be inculcated without soving 
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to the new right wing, which ungently preaches an “authentic 
Gi: +rcemtialiss” (Alain ge Benoist)., in other words apartheic, a consistent 
version of cultural relativia.s. 


Apert fros the fascination of the exotic or a postcolomial guilt compiex, cne 
cannot see on what Dasis other than hupaniss anc rationalism, the desire to go 
beyon¢e our own cultwral ligitations (‘our “ethnocentrise”) in a sore open 
approach to other cultures can take on its seaning in the schools. it is 
therefore mot a question of renouncing owr cultural tredition or of 
intensifying it in a so-calle¢ “competitive” «int of chauvinise, Sut ratuer 
Geepening it dy bdDringing owr comcepts an¢c our s.%0ul prectices closer to the 
universalist walves without which they too often cissolvwe into incoherence. 


1. Memorandum 54-34 Gated 25 September '964 (SIGES, 58 Boulevard Gu Lycee, 
92°70 Vanwes. 


2. Directive of the Council of Suropean Communities Gated 25 July 1977. 


3. See FPranmcoise Henry-Lorcerie, "An intercultural Approach or integratiocn-- 
The French Schools Cnallengec,” GRAND MAGHRES, Nos 32 anc i}-34, July anc 
October 1964. 


% See & Pierrot, "What Place is There in the Schools for lesgigrent 
Languages an¢ Cultures?", CAHIERS PEDAGOGIQUES, No 225, December 1954. 


5S. Swoh as Dr Berthelier in MIGRANTS-PORMATION, No 55, September 1954. 


&. &. Gerthelier refers to G. Bateson, on the one hand, and schisopmrenis, 
om the other (again in MIGRANTS-PORPMTION, — 53, %). Se writes that the 
Ared ¢lalectal) relates essentially to the present. “The subject... 
being @ prisomer of the lameciate present. his speech will anticipate the 
future only with difficulty." This is the reason for the “submission to 
joc” ané the “community.” in orief, everything would already te 
incorporated in lenguage, from isles to school failure! 


7 . Mondom, MIGRANTS-PORMATION, Ho 55. > © 
&. In LES TEMPS MODERNES. Wo 452-535-574, p '9I2. 
3S. “es Ide Simon-Barowt, Wo 5, Fetewary 1955. 


1. [dDic., p 19. “Im the common sense of the word, ‘culture’ is invested 
with geerit. For our pert, we will avoid using it ‘=. chis sense.” 


1. Im SOUVELIER, “Won-French-Spesking Children in the Schools,” A. Colin, 
p we. 











‘2. “The PPilosopher Among the Autophagows” anc “Saticonslity end Craicie:” 
referrec to here as BC). Editions ce Minuit (Micmigzet Publiceticas), 


754 and 1985. 
3. J.-P. Chewemement at the 22 Howember 1954 syuposiam “To Be « Citices.” 
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ASSIMILATION, SE?ARATISH TO SE STUDIED 
Paris ESPRIT ic Freach Juz 8 pp 173-175 
[article Oy Gilles Eepel: ‘The Muslis Population aen¢ the Islamic Community’. 


(Text) The Muslia population living in France today serves as the target of 
the ¢Clecwssions ent polemics Gealing wit® the presence of immigrants om our 
national territory. 


hocorGing to the arguments of some, the Muslias ore, thanks to their culture, 
So to speek, imcapedle of assigilation. They would de wmadle to share the 


of esage acc custoe, would keep its sen and women om its side of «2 line which 
canmot be crosse¢, gaerked om the gap dy the Dlwe of the Mediterranean. 


reqpoase to this argupest, other certaicties are rolced: ‘the Musliags are 
of the populetice living is 
of islam would then be shrinking line 
private religious prectice. iI this ay, 
the Neslieas is Fresce would thes selt ose dy ome into the citizseary of a 
the religitows preferences of its chilérens. 


: 
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extreme amd opposite propositions, following in the wame of 4 political Cebete 

lie of “send thee deck ecross the 

werders” and the Charyddis of "give thee their citizenship.” In the one 

.ne bas the states of « pessive thins. 

Decisions will be sade coscerning these people without, apperentiy, acy 
comsiceretioen of whet they themselves have to say sbowt thir situation. 


i 
, 
| 


&@ popelation estigated at 2.5 
willice isdiriguals living is Preace, who this very fect, Gevelosed anc 
Swllt their style of iife oe FPreeck soil. Tis style represents « whole 
complex of social prectices which isterrelates with the organization with 
whict® the Preach state coeceras itself. It is these prectices we want to 
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steugy, is taeeir relationship with this organization, anc the purpose of 
is te replace es approach sese¢ oc the frasework of French pol :' * 
categories iecivuéiag the Muslia population here ané there, with a rererse< 
tread Gesignues to restructure the political categories utilised Dy the Mus. oc» 
is Preece to comceive of their role ant thelr dest ry. 


St the outset is the very plamming of ow procedure, two questions «rise. s# 
plece eaphasis om the “Nuslia” sature of « population which gay perfape - 
sot 8 religious igestity, Sut other «cieaés, for exagple ethnic, social. 
Liaguistic, etc., Sakiag it isappropriate to think is tergs of the ver 
coecept of so “Nuslia popeulatios*? Why, sorecver, ilcok into the politica! 
aspect of social practices which, soge say, have ao such aspect. such «2 
fasting. prayer or avoidance of certais types of food? 


. 
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Beet is certeais is tBat the public perceives the fact that 5 percent of th« 
populatice living is France edheres to islas ay a probles. The fact that this 
is @ eatter of opision, if you will, aené say possibiy se a false prodies 
relatiosg te the sore systematic comcest of the worlé, Sces sot change gatt- 
ateil. is fact, a8 soce as one abandons the level of prejudice to look in" 
the Musliis espect of s population sociclogicaliy, ome is faced with so a 
éiftferesat prectices aeaé represestatioss which are ¢ivergent if + 
costrecictory egoag theaselves, that islam in France is so lomeer «& « 
coecept es such, iseutebie is its essence, Sut & subject reguir. 
recegenizgaticogn at the cooclusios of the study. 


Aaé just as we ere questioning the Muslia aspect of these practic 
arguemests, we are Guestiogiang the political aspect, that is to say whe 
seems is teres of the Freact social systes a3 2 whole. Thus, for enemy. 
prayer wadertaezes withia the fraseworse of priva*e religiows prectio 
HResilis sleose is Bis Boge ¢oes act cose iste the frasewors« of 
sevestigseticgn. Os the ot@er bast, collective prayer, or tHat which *. 
pisce et the labor site, is is our view very significant, is that decause 
Sts visibility, the Bosily which gay possibiy extené it, anméc the prem ss 
requires for its perforgance, it sas a place is the systes of syn" 
recogeizses by society anc the French state. 


Tae egpirical gate on the ways of being & Muglia in France today show ar 
variety. We will sttempt first of all to sake a SOroed survey of these fors 
isclstiag ead sepereting froe thes certais pertinent charecteristics in orc 
te esteblis® a typology of scdes of setavior, practices and representa’ 
sekiag it possidie te lcok iste the lisks betwees isilaegic cultwr 
political ettitedes egoag the Muslia population is France, a lina wh. 
besic for these who wast tc costeeplate the changes is law whict 
estaebdiisheest is Freace of such a sopulaticon signet is the future require. 


The fect is that the Freact “assisilationist® sodel, developed wit! 
fresewort of ao aation-siate whict is the foster brother of Jacobdinisn. 
being pet to se Baret test is this last quarter of the 20th century ther 
the upeurge of commumity Gemgancs, sgong which the regional and reli¢! 

are gost comspicuces. The foreigzers assigilatet an¢ saturaelizet in to 
2 cepteries, ce the tesis of « sovement which is sot Sasiceliy differen" 
thet whic® gplilicises the provisces as¢ provincial cislects, experie 
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process os an iadividwal, esé bardiy at all @ com@uwmity, level. There is 
sotmiang to prove that it will always de thus, anc owtsice France, without 

the isperial sodel of the United States, wherein compsumities 
are juxtapose< anc reach agreement, our Spanish, Italian and German mel g>oors 
have integrates the concept of s soastate cogg@unity, estadlishec on thelr 
territory eaé is their lsaaguage, ic their law, frog Catalonia to the upper 
A¢dige, anc frog the Basques to the people of Val c"Aosta. 


As will be seen is the articles which follow, the Islagic cogsgunity 
effiliatios is rather clear is a certain susber of the practices and 
representations we have attegptec to analyze. But this wery affiliation sfows 
greet <civersity ic satere, ranging frog the guric godel, for example, which is 
very open anc receptive to French society, to the Islamist sod¢el, which is 
sore closed aa¢ iastrusental is its relation to French society. Alttough 


Mosles protagonists is France (anaé probably sore azong the sultiple anc 
Viclestly competitive spokesgan than among the Muslias at the dase level), 
this cogeswiity seems to us to have ill-defined comtours, for the time delns, 
which represent as gany points of impassioned debate. 


This difficulty in specifying the contcurs is sot caused by the people who are 
the focus of the study alone, Sut by the research tean’ saxing the study as 
well. The articles presented bere are the first rowg> outlines of «4 phare 
Sesignec to gather together anc organize saterials anc preparation for as 
extensive sociological survey which will S* undertaxen Later. The pwdiicetion 
of these prelisiaary works, the provisional sature of which should be 
stressed, is isteaded to provice an opportunity for criticises an¢ resar«es 
which will belp us to define our subsequent efforts sore clearly. 


1. The researct team, beaded by Semy Leveau, was established within the 
framework of the Intermational Studies anc Sesearcn Center CERI of tne 
Baticaal Political Scieace Foundation, with the support of the Center for 
Stedies of French Political Life (CEVIPOF), the CERES (Matiomal Center for 
Scientific Besearch), ant the Mimistry of Bexearch and Technology. 


The articles presentec bere were the sub ect of oral reports Gellverec 
une study belé at the CERI on 25 Fetrwary and ' March 
1985. The report presented by Hemy Leveau anc Catherine de ender wae 
peblishet seperately under the title "“Owtline of the Development of the 
Political Immigrants From the Maghret” in the SfvvE ux* 


! 
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Guy Serwet, the director of the CERI, Das thanks to Sis dGecisive support 
to bemefit, sisce it was established, from the 
the Center. We are wery pleasec to offer him these first 





ARABIC BADIO STATIONS: CHARACTERISTICS. AUDIENCE 
Paris ESPRIT ia Prenct Juz 55 pp 176-155 
[Article by Lec Gertuelesco: ‘Aad Radic Stations is the P¥ Genc™. 


(Text) It is with the Arad radio stations in the Fm band 

whic® cas de beard is Paris that our study Segias. These 

racic stations are sot, it goes without saying, any the 

less the tool, dSecause they are “free,” of various groupe 

whic® sake chegselves the spokesmen for thelr listeners, 

aad beyoes that grows, for a populatios the costours of 

which regwais usclear--Aired, Muslia, ieeigraest’? Some of 

these groups could be coafused by the observer with the 

popuiatiosn whie®, it is clseisedéd. is represested. 

Sosetheless, these racic stations, insofar as they are 

nearé, respond to seeds anc cemands, even while they create 

others. Is sédition, « comgperisos of their progress, ‘their 

Sessages,. ‘their languages anc the levels of language ‘oer 

wee wakes it possible to estabdlism « first appromigation of 

the renge of prectices withia the Muslisa populatiocs is 

France. 
A survey of the Ared-Muslia role is FY programs Seamed toward Paris soom Leet» 
to the realisation that, although selther sassive sor permanent, ‘this role -5 
sometheless very real. it is rether ¢ifficult to establish the exact sunb-r 
of the redic stations troedcasting on the FN band, since soge of then apprer 
anc <isappeer agaic equally suddenly, while for others reception is ¢ifficu.t 
because of the poor techaical quality or the weak power of the Droedcast ine 
feciiities. Amother <¢ifficulty bas to Go with the criteria to be sdopted in 
éefiaing as Ared rad¢ic statica. If progress is Arabic siose (all of the 
progress) is c®wiowsly sot « secessary comdition, ome can readily see ‘hat « 
lack of Arebic progrems, sbowe all if this is linked with clearly som-drebic 
comtest, sight exclude certains redic stations froe cur survey, even thous? « 
part of the Mueslia populations residing is Paris sight listen to then (i an 
» for example, of Bacio-Solell and Baedlo-dfrique). 


Ie a first phase, aad cefore going iatc a sore detailed descriptions of the 
costest of the progress of these racic stations, we will list them, placing 
thes is a curve which will sot represest their respective frequencies for 
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they ¢o or can change these, since practically sone of thes is legal), Sut 
ratv<sr will assess the grester or lesser extent of their “Arad” sature. This 
quality of being “Arad” is is turn sade up of elements such as the Islamic 
theme, the sdoption of pro-drad positions, preference for Arad classical or 
popelar susic, etc. Oevlouwsly, the explicit amd anmownced desire on the part 
of the spomasore of « radio station to be viewed as Arad is also an element in 


The Beergency of a Community 


Let ws say at the outset that this study should de placed withia a certais 
perspective, seen frog the poist cf view of the relationship Detween these 
racic stations anc their aucdiences. Se oSelieve that the role of the radio 
stations tersec “Arad” or “Wusliw-oriented” operating om the FM Dand is less 
the expression of a particuler culture, is this instance that of the 
ise@igrests (even though in fect it is wmofficially recognized that they play 
this role), than a comtridution, through their wery existence and their sethod 
recio Sroeccesting, ‘to estaDdDlishing the existence 
provoking ‘me crestica) of a community tersec "Arad-Muslis.* 
of the achievements of that linguistic discipline 

is tmat it Sas shown ‘that any cog@umication of «4 sessage, 
whatever it signet de, iovolres the emergence of at least two lewels: that of 
tee origiaator aen¢ that of the recipient of the sessage. And it is sore 
precise to regerc thes sore 43 creations of the word sitwation than as 
entities which eristed prior to it. Im fact, estadlished as such dy the 
¢ispatenm of the sessage, these two levels are capable of Delng changed, 
Sividges ené cdscured is various ways is the course of the cogsunication 


eOo>ress. 


This model of “level-creating sessages” can De transposed from the area of 
isterpersonal coggumications to to sass se¢dia. Moreover, the lgportant thing 
bere Lies is the emergence, or the increasing visldllity, to speak in sore 
political tergs, of sew partoers in the social game, paertaers who Like to 
represent theaselvres is these tays a5 “coggunities,*” @ comcept as rich and 


interesticog as it is aBdi gvous. 


In the renge covered dy this Arad-Muslia sector which is claise¢ and 
postulated by the redic stations Selng studied, we hawe then first of all, at 
the point of grestest cpoensess, Sacic-Orient ‘Sroedcasting on 106.5 Mhz 18 out 
f 2% bowrs a gay), and then Bacio G--The Voice of the [emigrant (om 98) and 
Radic Third Worlé--£1 Sawt al Aradi (om '02.5), Sroadcastiag during sose 
evening Sours. Two other recdic stations Pecio Arete de Paris and Padio ées 
Musulsens) could be seaticned, Sut they Seve sot or vedgcast since the fall of 
1984, or if they are costiauiag to go so, it is in sporadic fashion and 
Gifficwlt to Sear. Amd finally, at the other end of the range we Save Badio- 
Beurs (Droedcasting on 94.5, DSetween 6 pm anc 2 an). 


A Single Multicolored Sadic? 


Before soving oa to a study of the comtent of the progrags >croedcast Sy each 
of these redico stations, we will look Oriefly st their legal status. It would 
appear froe this point of view that, ®adlo-Beurs excluded, some of these 
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stations Bas legal authorization to Sroedcast. in other words, they are 41. 
Drosccastiag Llliegally. However, this illegality is relative, since it is 
perfectly well-xnownm to the public saut@orities, who are tolerating the 
situation. Soge racic stations Shave preferrec to cease Sroadccasting 
voluntarily, if only tegporarily, to forestall seisure. This was the case 
with Sadic Arabe de Paris, which osroadcast for the last ticw during the 
evening of '% Sovember, at the enc of the so-called period wf tolerance. 
Since that date, however, it Sas dSegum again to Srosdcast, Sut only 
sporedically. Ge that as it gay, that evening Sroedcast, supposedly ‘the Last, 
Sy a free pro-Musiis radio stations, provided an opportunity for a very 
fruitful discussion with the listesers, who called the studio is large 
asumbers. It is isterestiag to sote, is relation to the cultural role of 
rallying the Arad-“Muslis coga@umity «hich this type of redio station say play, 
that the gajority of the listeners, entire.y aware of it, were very iosistent 
adout the existence of an Arad and Muslia voice in Paris, of the seed for 
which this redio station Sad sade thes aware, and which they did sot want to 
see <isappear. Some even went so far as to urge that all taree “ired-"uslic” 
racic stations then Droadcasting to Paris foin together om the sage frequency, 
very readily envisaging the existence of a “tricolor” radio station on tte 
igplicit sodel of the Parisian Jewish redcic stations).’ 


This possibility, which is sot practical for the tise being because of the 
lack of ideological compatibility among these stations. is sot viewed askance 
by the governgent authorities, who could look favoraDly upon the developgent 
of a single denoginational radio station serving the senders of the second 
largest religious community in Freace. The gost serious candidate smong ‘he 
racic stations for this role is Sa¢io-Orient, whose proposal was suba@itted to 
the higher authorities last autugn Dy the agdassadors of the Arad League is 
Paris. The omly reason authorization was sot given was the igpossidility at 
the present tige of finding 2 frequency available in the 98-'02 F™ range, 
which is extremely crowded. 


It was soreover as the future "Moslem radio station” that fadio-Orient, which 
was represented at the SNatiomal Comvention of Associations of French “wslins 
mel¢ in Paris last December,.2 was balled at that gathering. 


Radio-Orient is therefore the best developed and also the gost professional of 
these recic stations. It operates, as ¢o sany private redio stations in the 
PM band, a3 an association. This association, which has taken the sane 
*"Bacio-Orient--The Voice of the Paris Arad and Muslia Cogg@unity” (this 
complete designation is regularly reiterated in doth AreDdic and Frercht Setween 
progress), originally a¢gopted as its goals, its DSylaws say, “providing 
objective reportiag oa the Muslia world in all its diversity, serving tre 
Musliga cogm@unity in the spiritual, soral and artistic reales, and encouraging 
dialogue between civilizations and cultures.” 


It should be soted that the "Muslia cogsgumity” should be taken in its Sroadest 
and gost civilizing sense, as used in the countries of the Near East, ‘hat is 
to say including Christian Arads. Sot only are there Lebanese and Egyptian 
Christians among the 50 egployees this redic station has, and sot onmiy did it 
share its frequency for a tise with another free Christian Phalange radio 
station, La Voix du Cedre (The Voice of the Cedar), Sut asiso a certain susber 
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of Christian leaders of LebDanese or French sationality were agong *t5¢ 
persoaalities who voiced their syapathies with and support fur the sewly 
established free radio station in 1982. This inclusion of Christians in the 
"“Muslia cogmunity” (el-jaliya ¢l-islasiya)) is the sore remarkable since, far 
fros being vaguely cultural, the islagic content of this radio station's 
progremgaing is entirely specific anc religious in sany respects. 


A good sumber of the programs, is fact, Save to go with islamic practice anc 
education. The Friday prayers are often SOroadcast over the airwaves dy Fadio- 
Orient direct fros Mecca, a5 is the hosily. In answer to a question frogs 4 
.istemer ome day, ome o” the station’s ammouncers sai¢ that this progras was 
being Droedcast thanks to .we Studi authorities, with a view to serving the 
*jaliya islagiya’ is Paris. Yowever, when the listener expressed surprise 
that this program is always ‘roadcast frog Mecca and sever frog another Arad 
capital, or ever from a sosque in «4 Paris region, this sage ammouncer answered 
that this was the plan. in fact, the prayers are today DSeing redDroadcast most 
of the tige frog a sosque in Paris. 


A large part of the susic lidrary of the radio station, soreover, consists of 
gifts of cassettes from Saudi radio stations, Idha’at el-qur’an el-xaria 4n¢ 
Sica’ el-islas.* This saterial support froe Saudi Arabia, far froe seins 
concesied, is entirely is the open, anc is aiso there to Se read in the tucget 
of the <cssociation, where i: is clear that the Sudget can be Salanced thanks 
to private gifts coming sasically from the Saudi royal fasiiy. When 
questiones on this point, 4 representative of the sationmal authority sai¢ Se 
Saw sothiag wrong is this, provided that the rule sccordiag to which an 
imgividwal private gift sust sot exceec 25 percent of the total resources is 
respected. 


Another rule provides that its own Srosdcasts sust represent at least 40 
percent of the total prograss Srosccast, for each radio station, which Sas sot 
preventes the Srosécasting of ‘the recorc¢ings supplied directly dy the Sautl 
radio stations of which we have spoken. Among these recordings are religious 
talxs (commentaries on the foran) dy Sheixh Charawi,5 who Sas « large 
following in the Near East. 41s appearance om Badio-Orilent cannot Selp out 
esphasize the Egyptian coloring which is also to be found, screover, in the 
Busical prograss. 


Professing thus to >be Muslis, Sacio-Orient sight save an audience among “Muslis 
Paris listeners who are sot Arads. Some indications, such as 4 letter 
received at the station anc reac over the redic in which an African listener 
expressed Sis pleasure at the existence of a radio station “heard Dy 41. the 
Muslias,” sight suggest ‘hat its sudlence even srceeds the Soundaries of the 
Ared-Musiis population. The fact regains that siace sisost all of the 
station’s progress are in Arabic, ‘they gust perforce be oriented gore toward 
this eudience than any other. 


Very searly all of the programs Sroad¢cast dy Sadio-Orient are religiows. A 
portica of thee which is sot segligitie can se put in the category of 
“educational and entertainment programs,” in which the entertainment is sever 
without educational purposes, and the educational programs always fall withis 
& game context. Sere ome can see one characteristic, anc certainly sot the 
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cmly ome, which Sadico-Orient Sas in common with the government radio stat.ons 
im the ired countries ‘n the Levant. 


Program Emtitlec *l Mant a Solution” 


Por example, 4 program called "How To Win” (i'raf terdant) poses puzzles for 
the lListesers on various subjects taken frog the reals of Arad culture 
(Ristory, geography, art, proverds which sust Se completed). There say De a 
fragment of susic which the listemer is asked to complete, also giving the 
same of the singer. The sodel established by Badio Monte-Carlo is clearly 
evident. This does sot alter the fact that this station shows an affiliation 
om the part of Soth the announcers and the listeners with the space of the 
“urubde,” or Arab worls, in the way listener participation is solicited, in the 
coppensation--syabolic--of the winner, +s way of enhancing, and theredy 
confirging his. 


This participation dy the listeners is often requested and gay even De the 
very essence of the Droedcast. For example a Wetdnesday evening program called 
"I Want a Solution” (uridu Rallan) allows the listeners to call the studio to 
pose 4 probles of a social or legal sature. in the saljority of cases the 
issues ace set forth ina letter. For exagple, a girl ficdcs herself subject 
to sistreste@ent oy Ser stepgother (ber fatmer’s secomc wife. hat should sme 
¢o? Various answers are comtriduted Dy the listeners and Dy the announcer, 
who, gemerally speaking, stresses the fact that an unusual solution can de 
fount for problems situated within a Muslis soral or juridical frasewor«-- 
prodlesgs involving a second wife, paternal authority, the emancipation of 
youmg wogen, etc.--Secsuse the individuals are living in 4 society wherein ‘he 
jeriégical system is sot Islagic. Sere there is an interesting awareness of 
the very situation in which the Sadio-Orient listeners a5 4 whole find 
themselves, 4 situation which in turn justifies and surtures the existence of 
the -sdic station. 


Other progrags too are casei on letters sent to the studio, which the 
announcer reads into the sicropthone before providing an answer. A prograsa 
entitied “Greetings” ‘tahiyys-wa-da'¢) involves the reading of letters 
received frog prisoners. [It is regarkable that the gajority of these Letters, 
which come from inmates in La Sante or Fresmes, do sot Sy any Seams cogment on 
solitude or subjective sisery, Sut Sesr witsess to am awareness--or 4° 
awakening understanding--of affiliation with the “Ared-[slagic cog@unity,” anc 
hardly involve any requests except those explicitly involving the desire ‘to 
have this awareness curtured by receiving Sooks, cassettes, etc. 


Finally, structured on the same principle as the preceding examples, ut gore 
general in scope and also sore ambitious intellectually, 8 progrem entitie 
"Ask anc islam @11. Answer” ese. wal-islam yusid) takes the form of 4 series 
of "fatwa-s"7 provided by « shelkh--always the same ome--on problems of daily 
Life set forth in letters. This offers an opportunity for developing the 
religious ¢disension of these questions and stressing the real effect whion 
Islas shoulc have, as an ideclogy and a practice, on the life of Musiias. & 
Sigilar programs, Sut ocroadcast in French, is offered for the benefit of son- 
Arabic-speaking _isteners. 











It is sotadle that the progras ¢esigned to provide answers which are truly 
Islamic to the questions of listeners covers 4 very vast area, a5 vast as that 
of the Muslis epistesic systes itself. There is an easy transition fros 
taeclogical prodless set forth within the framework of the traditional 
controversy with the two other sonotheistic religions to an exposition, 
gouStless sore succinct, of the reasons which would justify allowing the 
comsumption of smails. Sut there is also a large scumber °f questions linked 
with the problegs of society anc cally life which  Muslia .tving in France-- 
anc taving the fact that he is Muslia seriously--aight encounter. for 
example, to the question of whether it is legitimate to take out iife 
insurance, the shei«h, referring a3 always to various authorities, answers 
that life insurance it exists in the west is sot comsistent with the spirit 
of Muslia law. 


Otmer programs using different formulas postulate the existence of a living 
link Detween the “Arad-Muslisa cog@unity” in Paris and the various sectors of 
Arad space. Sithin the framework of 4 program called “Dialogue” (niwar), 
perforsgers frog varicus Arab countries who happen to Se in Paris are invited 
to participate isn a discussion with a station announcer. These celedrities 
\actors, singers, painters), sost often from the countries of the Middie East, 
thus have 4 seans of strengthening the links with the “territories” of the 
Arab world, which are explicitly presented as places of cultural reference. 
It is dDecause of this sage desire for a reference system that Radio-Orient 
often (whenever the opportumity arises) Droadcasts special “reports” sent fros 
the territory of one of the Arad countries in the Near fast, or even 
elsewhere, if ome of these countries is involved. for exagple, daily reports 
were broadcast direct frog Canaa while the assembly of tne Islagic Conference 
Organization was deing Sel¢ in that city. More recently, a fadio-Orient 
correspondent reported to the Listeners on the progress of Ling Fand during 
his trig to the United States. There is here an assertion of what cuuld de 
calle¢ a “territorial Sase” serving a3 4 concrete reference (or concrete 
space) for the confirmation of an Arabd-Islagic cogmgun‘ty which is sot at ail 
wade up solely of the religious anc cultural ¢isensicns. 


It is perfaps this, the explicit reterence to a concrete Arad space, or in 
other words a territorial Sase, which constitutes the difference detween 
Radioc-Orient anc the other Arad radio stations in the PM band, to a greater 
extent than the use of the Arabic language, which as we have seen, is not 
total for Sadic-Orient, and which we will see later om is far from lacking at 
the other redic stations. In fact, the two other ?M band radio stations which 
are Arab, properly sveaking we will exclude fadio-Seurs for the tige Deing), 
in other words La Voix de l*iaggigre sawt ¢l-aunhajer, or The Voice of the 
Iggigrant,. Sroadcasting on 98 Mhz), and La Voix Arabde ‘el sawt el-arabdi, or 
The Arad Voice, croadcastiang om 102.5 Mhz) sake adsolutely so reference to any 
Arad country. There can be so doubt that the language used here differs 
perceptibly frog that ome Sears over avic-Orient. [It is so longer oriental 
Arabic, Sut the dialect of the Maghred, withowt exception, which is esployed. 
Sut this is sore nearly am index of the origins of the announcers than of the 
cultural references of the radio stations. 


The religious prograsgs on Sawt el-suhajer, which is a part of Radio~-G (a 
private station fisancially and saterialliy supported by the cogsunist 
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municipality of Gennevilliers), ire assigned a sudstantially less iagportant 
role, and the », ogramaing as a whole also involves fewer sours. News reports 
are given detailed treatgent, witm priority Deing given to sews pertainirg to 
Arab countries. Prograsgs of 4 cultural sature are Sroadcast on Sunday 
evening, Sut the trestgent given Arad culture bere, for example oa ome given 
evening, the works of Taha Hussein,3 is characterized wy a very clear 
demystification effort and critical jucgwent. in this respect, the treatsent 
differs from that given the same sudjects om Sadio-Orient, wherein the content 
and the style of the cultural progrags are entirely siailar to what is 
encountered in the countries of the Middle East. 


Night Programming 


On Saturday evening, 4 program called Mac el samirin (With These Who Kexp 
@aten) extends late into the sight, offering instrumental susic and songs, 2°¢ 
allowing the listeners to participate in a game by offering answers >», 
telephone to puzzles, as well as involving song ¢ecdications, in igitation of 
professional radic stations such as Radio Monte-Carlic. Generally speaking. 
@usical programga@ing plays 4 large role in Middle Eastern, and is particular 
Egyptian, variety shows. 


There is also a nightly susical progras on £1 sawt el-arabi, a radio strtion 
which is a part of Sadio-Tiers-Monde (Sadio Third World), and which adopts a 
clearer ideoclogical-political position. For example the gusic of Sheizh isan? 
is offered repeatedly on the sighttige programs on this radic station called 
layali-l-ghorbda ‘"The Nights of the Exile”). These susical segments, to speak 
the truth, are used gore for the purpose of >breaking up 4 continuous sono... gue 
om the part of the anmouncer focused on the statesgent, sany tiges reiterated, 
of the need for tae defense of the Arad characteristics of the listeners, who 
are often addressed directly. “It is your Arad sature which you sust defen, 
and it is your Arab presence (wujucdak el-"aradi) which you sust assert.” 


Moreover, the listeners are often icvited to participate dy telepmone in 
¢iscussions on sudjects of the wicest variety, Sut always relatec to 
ig@@gigrant life: ‘The Muslis Family.” “The Arad Man and His Affective Sature-- 
Should Se Discard It To Adopt the Sationmalisa of the Westerners?", “Marriage 
With a Poreigner." The sgoderator of the discussion, who provides an 
introduction, also cogm@ments om the cebate as it develops, and Se likes *o give 
a comclusive fors to his statements, «hich tend clearly to have a pedagogica. 
and soral tone with regard to listeners who are often awkward, anc above 4... 
Say speak Arabic Dacly. One Listener called aod said very siuply: 


"I ap living with a foreign wog@an, outsice the Sonds of sarriage.” 
"Do you know that this is 4 gator sin in the eyes of Islas?" 
"I know." 


"Wel., try to act as Islas dictates. Good-ore, sy Srother, and thank you for 
calling.* 











Then the discussion went on, with perticular insistence on the (essentially 
French) phenomenon of young Muslig girls sarrying non—-Mus! iss. 


Por some tise now (sore or less since the beginning of February 1985), the 
ever sore frequent presentation of religious programs has been notec on this 
racio station, taking up the greater part of the evening. There one hears, in 
particular, recordec talks by Sheikh EKichk’0O which are notable for the 
wiclenoe with which he attacks the progressive Arab regises such as the Saas 
regise in iraq). is this es resumption of control of the station by 
representatives of islagiss, or woulc the distinction between islagic 
religious discourse anc that of the progressive Thirc Worlc be secondary to 
the essential thing, that is to say the assertion of a> “Arad presence” on the 
Parisian airwaves? 


i,t is perhaps. after all, this assertion of an Arad presence, independent 
the forms it sey teke, which sakes it possible to regarc Recio-Beurs 
Stetion whose announcers say it is neither an Arad, nor « Muslia, sor 
igjaigrants’ racic station) as «& part of the complex of seans of expression 
the Arab-Muslis population in the Paris region. Here too, in the programming 
schedule of this racio station, programs--in French--with content like that of 
the sigilar broacgcasts by Radio-Orient or La Voix Arebe are to be found. The 
prograz “Juricically Yours” is Gesignec to provide solutions to the probless 
of Gally life. The progras “Parlor 107" saintains contact with prisoners. 


REea 


& point it has in coppon with Radio-Orient is that the “territorial base,* 
while it is situatec outsicge the Levant, is nonetheless clearly designated. 
Tt is Algeria. Thus on Radio-Beurs, the whole of the evening of ' November is 
Gevotec to the Algerian national holicay. 


AS to the nature of the eusic broadcast, it is substantially less oriental 
than that on the other regio stations. If Sneixh igas is broadcasting (he has 
even been invited to dbroa¢cast live frog the station), the announcers take 
ereset care to emphasize the progressive nature of his compositions that 
evening, anc the proportion of oriental gsusic (thet is to say, basically 
Egyptian) is mo gore than a whirc of the tise allocates for instrumental and 
vocal rusic. The other two-thirds are allocetec to European anc Aperican anc 
popular songs anc Berber susic. 


The Sherec Auclence 


Despite the fact that it has mot to Gate been possible to establish any 
reliable estigates of the number .or <effiliation) of those listening to esch 
of these racio stations, ome can ve confident, as the announcers ané officials 
at the veriouws racic stations are, that the population which sakes up the 
Joint aucience of all of these stations is for the gost part issigrants froe 
the Arad countries of North Africa anc the Middle East, whose settlement in 
Prance gay be recent or, quite the contrary, Say gO beck « generation. in 
@Gcition to this central listener nucleus, some racic stations locatec at the 
encs ~f owr spectrum gay seek, or rether capture, gore particular anc garginal 
categ.ries, which fing in the orientation or “tone” of this station or that an 
@Gcitional attraction. The young girls anc boys in issgigrant fagilies froe 
Algeria will be sore et hope with Raecio-Beurs, which will not prevent thes 
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from telephoning Sawt el suhajer to contribute to a discussion or to dedicate 
& song. On the other hanc, Middle Easterners in Paris temporarily or saking « 
stay there will fi in Racio-Orient «a familiar style, which 
¥lll however not prevent thes frog possibly considering themselves as integra. 
parts, along with other categories of listeners, of that Parisian “Jalirya 
‘“arabiya wa islagiyse"’’ which is the gain target of the slation’s sessage. 


This leadgs us to a Gefinition, by way of @ provisional conclusion, of the 
status of this “Ared-Muslis community in Paris." if we compare the objective 
Giversity of the components of this postulated cossunity on the one hand 
.meither the use of the Arabic Language mor Arad origin, nor even and above 
all the joint anc sassive practice of islam can serve as pertinent criteria 
for such a definition), ané on the other hanc the singular insistence by a1! 
of the ragio stations, Racio-Beurs exceptec, om 4 single, same so-called Arad 
anc islagic community as the target of their sessages, it would appear that 
the principle for the definition anc estadlishwent of such a community lies in 
large part in this sessage itselr. 


How the study of a given copmpunications situation, provided it does not 
overlook those aspects which are precisely “sitwvational,” cannot but bring 
forth the basic fact that speech, or rather the very gesture of speech, ever 
before it is investec with any content whatever, sakes of the interlocutor « 
hearer, establishing « sort of existence for his. Therefore gpeech will ipso 
facto qualify the hearer. in the present instance, this speech occurs within 
the framework of a situation characterizec by a loss of identity, and also « 
search for identity. or let us say, sore precisely, a search for the 
recGefinition of identity. Racic, anc the radio stations, will contribute 
greatly to this redefinition, the gore so because the arrow in the classic 
Clagreas showing the Girection of the sessage is reversible here. The hearers 
often secowpe speakers, anc are even rnoouragec to Go SO, in writing anc dy 
telephone. This participation by the listeners, ‘far froe being sarginal anc 
purely for its entertaingent valve as is the case with the peripheral racio 
networks, RTL [Radio-Television Luxembourg) or Radio Monte-Carlo, which 
popularizeé this procegure in France), is entirely functional here. The 
listeners see themselves in the igage of them the racio station proposes, anc 
by this adsission of recognition, they in return nurture the “consciousness- 
raising” effort being gage with the audience by the racic station announcers. 
This leacgs gradually to the emergence of @ specific growp or community within 
the population of Prance as a whole. Also, it is Known that tne gaining of « 
group's awareness of itself, an¢ thus its self-definition, cannot de 
Gissociatec froe its crystallization as « cGistinct growp. Who knows whether 
in such crystallication, the role of as igsgaterial an entity as racic 
dbroseccasting gay not be a8 isportant as ‘that playec by Sore visibie 
activities, those of the associations, or the truly religious activities of 
the prayer assemb. ies. 


POOTHOTES 


‘. AS is known, the various sovempents founc in the Jewish community of the 
Paris region, each of which is initially representec by «4 particular 
station (Jucaiques-FM, Radio-J-Shalom), hawe since 1964) been oSrought 
together on the same frequency. This grouping however has in mo way 
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changec the civersity of these govements anc approeches, which retain 
their 


representat: - It is 
eslablishec between the “harkae” approech anc that of a station like 
Racio-Orient. 

3. The Arab word *jaliye" is rather widely usec. It can apply equally to « 
group of nationals locatec abroac (for example, the Egyptian colony in 


5. Shelxh Mulemmec Metwalli Cha’rewi (born 1911), former ginister of the 
“waaf-s," plays @ collective pedagogical role in Egypt (anc well beyond 
it, as bas been noted) wery effectively. His lessons in religion, based 
algost exclusively om the Koran, anc thus seemingly neglecting the 


6. It is known thet the famous redio setwor 
towarc 


eucience. The news broedcasts are highly ~egardec, dut are the variety 
programs, the American style of which (comliests, games, musical novelties, 
Top Five) comtrasts with that of the local :tations. 


5. Tahe Hussein is the great writer and philosopher on Egyptian history 
(1889-1973). His subtle and complex thought was the foous of official 
rehabilitation in his country, which transformed it into an ideology. 


9. This dlinc Egyptian susician, who is selther « sheikh nor an igam, a5 the 
Pacio-Beurs anmmouncers emgphasizec on the evening he was invited to 
broadcast (heavily stressing the absolutely “secular” nature of his 
message), bas become linke¢ with what is callec “committed” or "prog-es- 
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role played by his ideas in the ideology 
G. Kepel, which follows here, “The | 


the gost virwlent critics, from 


10. 


Arad-lslagmic community. 
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EFPEcTS OF ISLAM GOS DAILI LIFE 
Paris ESPRIT ic Preach Jue & pp 186-196 
[Article Oe Gilles Eepel: ‘The Lesson of Sheikh Faisal") 


Text [Tee leewes is the Islamist Debate on Muslia laegigretion is France 


ané appeer is werious forges. <Alongsice the sonusental 
mosques in the Fifth Precinct of Paris or ic Meates-la-Jolie, whose sinsrets 


of dDellewers--carpets lai¢c gown is factory balls anc the SDasesents of ELM 
(low-cost hBowsing) Dulléings an¢ workers’ clute. 


Accoréing to islagsic dgoctrise, Selievers sweet sanifest their faith in « 
certain number of religious prectices, including, apart froe the profession of 
faith, the giving of ales, fasting Guring Bemaedgan, pilgrisgages to Mecca and 
prayer. If the five gaily prayers are the signs offered dy each Muslisa to 
show individwal eédoretion of God, the collective preyer om FPricay soon, which 
oréinarily takes place in the proper plece, which is the sosque, serves the 
purpose of reiscorrorating the faiteful Muslia in the community of believers 
week after week. Following the ritual prostretior, the believers listers 
their imam deliver the Friday sergon (chutde), in which be takes 








It i@ ome of these lLegsons | would like to present anc analyte bere. It was 
set forth at the Segiaming of ‘904 im the soeque established in the 

of @ workers’ clued e¢ministeret by the SOMACOTEA’ in Gagmolet. The wt 
is its author, the Lebanese Smeleh Faisal Maoulaeowl, or AdDow “Agear, enjoys 
some renown amfong bis coreligiomaries is Frence. He ous 
fecerations and comfederations of Muslia associations, and is the spiritesl 
guice of the Islamic Grows of France (GIF). The lesson of Shela> Paisal gives 
& woice to ose of the trends of thought whict runs 
Muslia population, withowt dy far comstiteting its sajority representation is 
this year of ‘905--the Islamist faction, whose attitude is the Gaughter of the 


Im the lesson set fort® bere, the subject of which is "The Cogmgandery of Good 
anaé the Bootiag Out of Ewil,™* Sheikh Faisal ¢reftec ee igsage of the world 
Gesignec for the Muslia ieagigrest workers who sake up his weekend sudience in 
tee windowless rooe in the SOBACOTRA clued. Se set forth for thee « sodel for 
the interpretation of islam, an¢ throwgh it, an explanation of their present 
Sitestion ané am affirmation of their identity es combetants in «a the 
perpose of which is to Oring gown the regige governing is viclation of the 
injumetions of Goc, amé to Sullé the Islasic state. 


To undervtand bow such « godel is set up is to identify the procedures saking 
possible the resolutions of the gost cogson probtless is the daily life of a 
Musl.c iteaigrest worker through coggit@ent to « Settle which estadlishes « 
COB@Suenion between the social systes anc the trenscendental orger. And 
evaluating the Gymagics of this godel, im comperisom to those characteristic 
of other gowegents of thowgsnht found elsewhere is the Muslia population, leads 
to the question as to whether the solutions it offers, with its preaching of 
“transcendental ailitenmcy,.” can satisfy--an¢d to what polnt--the social, 
cultural am¢ igentity requirements of this populatioa. 


In orger to unéerstanc the estadlisheent of the Islasist sodel, it is 
essential first of all to review the lessom of Sheikh Faisal itself. It was 
presentec as @ lengthy accress, the tape recording of which took up a 90- 
minete cassette. The shelkh spoke in Arabic, and used the so-called 
“greem@atical” fusme) level of language which is « Kin¢d of kolne understood 
by literate individwals), whlle also Sewing frequent recourse to the Lebanese 
¢lalect, perticelariy, for example, when be referred to this or that trivial 
situation. The general poverty of vrocedulary, dowdtless dictated by the 
meciocre Arabic lingwistic lewel characteristic of a listener from the 
Maghre>, anc the systematic use of redundancy and reptition Geprive «a literal 
translation of the lesson, or of its gost lLaportent pessages, of any great 
interest. Thes we will exegine « sueeery, supplemented bere anc there dy 
quotations fros the original text. 


The Commandery of Good and the Booting Gut of Evii 


This is the theme of this lesson, which is sot “an scedesic or scientific 
lecture” duet a series of “consi¢geretionas on a subject pertaining to our 
present activity: calling the people to God end working for the 
reestadlishment of the Islamic government.” 
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The cogsgandery of good anc the rooting out of evil are “the basic cogposent 
#iving structure to the persomality of the Muslia and allowing the Suliding of 
the islamic society." it is the very expressioe of faith ia God, its first 
anc necessary achievesest. Thus it is through the rootiag out of evil that 
the Meslia is ¢Gefined, « giniae. Se who, when be sees an evil, Goes sot shun 
it is Bis beart, et the very least. Bes sot the slightest iota of faith, and 
excledes Sigeself frogs isian. Seturming its power to isles seans cogsanding 
g00¢ anc pursuing evil. Sut ose sust further know what good and evil sean. 
For lack of a criterion to distinguish one froe the other, “the copsumity of 
Dbeliewers is living today is éissensica.” 


Immovatiomn aac Seresy 


“Many Musilias believe, for exagple, that any “dic’sa.” anythiag sew which 
Separts from cogma, ewer if only its ginor aspects, is an evil. They refer to 
& saying dy the Prophet (Baedith) to the effect that “any innovation is heresy, 
any beresy is perdition (¢dalala), am¢ all perdition leads to sell.” 


Sow it gust be understood that there are three cegrees of innovation, or 
neresy. The gost serious, the level of doctrinal beresy (Did’a fi-1 *agida) 
leacs streigmt to the flames of bell. Such heresy is coesitted by those, like 
the philosophers, who essign attributes to God costraery to what the Loran 
says. The second gGegree, beresy in religiows practice (dic"’sa fi-l "LOaedat), 
mullifies the practice iavolve¢é, Sut does sot lead to Gehensa unless the 
express perpose of the act was to violate the revealec texts. The lowest 
cegree,. that of immowation in the resale of custogs and social relations (di¢’s 
fi". aethleq wa-l se’amalat). sullifies omly the work affectec, without 
imwaligating faith, wmless the explicit purpose was to viclate the texts. 


There are however Musligas who regarc everything sew as Dberetical and evil 
sec® as, for example, the wearing of “European costumes thiyaed ifranjiyys)-- 
trousers, wests end ties," and who ser: “A tie? Seresy, perditios, cagnation 
mere and sow!” Sow “these garments are bdbetier suited to s cold cligate than 
the ¢jellabenh, which was designe< for heat and the gesert.... The Prophet 
nimoeelf wore « Sytantine costume when ome was given hia as « gift,” and can 
ome imagine soldiers waging war toder i> ¢)jelladenms? (| laughter). 


Qooting Hassan al Sanne, the founder anc supreme guice of the Associatice of 
“eslis Brothers, Sheleh Faisal expressec the view that wearing such clothing 
is mot @ reprehensible immowation, insofar as sodesty is respected \gaereents 
showlé comceal the forse of the body), aené¢ so loag as the purpose is sot to 
imitate the Jews or the Christiens. [If this were the purpose, beresy would te 
involved and would te an evil to be pursued. 


Only one who Bas “ile,” ome who is versed in canon law and the jurisprudence 
of isles, can fuége whether this or tha* ection is Seretical. Sow very often, 
believers coge to Ddlows aboct this, @.utve.ly accusing each other of heresy 
without understanding what it is all sDowt. SGacma, arriving is « village one 
jay. saw that the Muslias were divided into two factions which were tearing 
each other to pieces. Ose group insisted that = prayer sust be said to the 
Prophet when the suezzio’s call rang owt, while to the others this was heresy. 
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They put theeselves is the Sancs of the suprese guice, who told thes to 
eligiaate dboth the prayer to the Prophet asé the suezszin’s call. Sanna 
expiaisedé to Sis listesers, who were astonished dy this decision, that 
¢issenmsion is the ranks of the Dellevers is a worse evll than the Seresy 
iavolved is this iastaence. 


Another example of am ignorant charge of Seresy is this: « Muslia Brother. 
adolescent of Detween 16 anc 16, read in the prayer sanual of Sheikh Aldeni 
teat in performing ome’s Gewotions, ome gust arrange ome’s Sands in «4 certain 
fashion. The next Gay De went to see « wemeradle shelamh of 7D, the leader of 
a Muesilis association, to whose he saié: “Tou should sot place your hands as 
you 6o is praeyiag. Your prayer is invalidated. it is heresy, perditiocs, 
hell.” Laughing, Sheleh Faisal recallec that Sis weneredDle colleague retorted 
as follows to the agolescest: "Then we and all owr ancestors, who Sere silvers 
prayeé ia Chis way, wili Ours is the flases of bell, end you and you slone, 
because pou read three lines of Arabic text yesterday, will go to peredise’” 


The Grwatest frill 


There are Gegrees of Seresy anc cegrees of evil. Seing aware of this maxes it 
possible to avoid sissing the gark, sistaking the tree for the forest, so that 
ome can comcentrate all his efforts on a single goal, chasing owt the worst of 
evils (al sumeer al akdar). “Master Sayyic™ (Sayyic Qutd) defined that evi. 
thes: it is the exercise of power is viclation of the injunctions of God isl 
nuke Di gheyr ga aentala Allah). The fawored tools for casting owt this evil. 
thet is to say the overthrow of an ungodly regise ‘al Suze al jaehiill),. 
followed by the estadlish@ent of the islamic government, are the jimec oly 
war) and exhortation throwgh sergons (chutbe). 


Tais is the siagle these which should Se preached is order to raiiy the 
believers who are wasting their energies on the pursuit of gore trifling 
evils. “There are people who say: ‘Too ded (sa’alich), let Hafez «1 Assac 
govern, let hie wreek what Sevoc se will, althowgh it is mmpown that De is an 
Alawite, an inficel, anéd let us comcern ourselves with casting owt someone who 
prays to the Propmet when the suezzin’s call sounds’.” 


This is @ scle@n gogent: all of the energies of the coggunity smouldc te 
Gevrotes to chasing owt the worst evil, end ome gust presume that the interna! 
¢ispetes among the Muslias are secondary, given this perspective. Sy caxing 
too such of thes, one plays ia... the Bands of the esesies of isles. This is 
the cease for exagple in commection with the prodles of intercession (tawas- 
sul), which is precticed in particular by the followers of the Srotherhoods, 
who appeal to God to give thes creatures to intercede with hia in their favor 
--Maredouts, cervishes, living or dead, saints and prophets, and others. “Many 
Musligs wage a serciless Dattle against those who sake such appeals, since 
intercession Kills the spirit of islas, according to which God has s0 
associates. But Shelkh Faisal Deliewes, with regard to the disputes which 
give rise to the polegic sagong the DSelievers adout the legitigacy of 
intercession (end on that desis, the debate for and against the drotherfoods), 
that as long a3 ome aed¢dresses God himself, it satters little how. 
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is the umifying goal srownd which the cogmumity should rally, it is necessary 
to make «mow ledgeadle use of the verlows seans which can provide 
teis effort with a comerete expression. 


It is to the suitability of their use that Shelam Paisal devotes the third and 
last pert of Sis lesson, Segiaming it with @ reference to the celedrated 
“hadits.” “If you see an evil, let your haaed reject it. If vou cannot do 
this, ese your tongue, and if you cannot go that, reject it is your heart.” 
Gere agaic, islam estadlishes cegrees. If ome fails to understand and respect 
this, ome is ligely to achlewe « result opposite to that sowght. It is this 
risa which is rum oy sore ther coe Muslia when, in Sis enthusiasa ani passion 
(bigess), Se wants to use Sis Send, or force, to eliminate each evil be sees, 
our shelsh exzplaiss, iilustreting Sis statement with an example serrated in 
Ledenese ¢ialect very characteristic of the people. "Well. yow are in « 
Muslia seighSorfood, there is s sosque tere, all wery seat imadif). and here 
comes a guy who wants to open « govie Souse or 4 Dar. Then the selghdorhood 
people jumep oo Sia: ‘What? Tow want to open « govie house, a Sar? This is «a 
cless seighbdortood, soothing (repretensibile) here, and evil is go'ag to cose 
is? Andé...an¢...886...we got to force Bis out, that’s alli" Then they toss 
in ¢ynaeite anc Dlow wp the der.... Amd why? Because "if you see an evil, 
Let your Band reject it’.* 


This is sot the seaming of the “hedits,” according to Sheiah Faisal. The only 
comes in & position to chase owt evil physically. Sy force, are those who Seve 
euthor.ty is their own dogais (senmid al sultan fi sultamini)--the prince isl 
Pakis) is Bis cowatry, the father ia tis Bouse. Others sust adstain. “You 
are the Soss of a factory with @ Sumérec workers. Tou see an evil among thea: 
you can eliginsate it pmiysically or in any war you choose, Secause you are the 
soes of the plant. Sow then, if | see an erll in pour factory--what if | want 
to eliginate it dy force? This would S© entirely senseless.” 


Sut even come who Ses suthority shoul¢ sot use force without comtegplatiag its 
SuitaeDdility. Let ws take the exemple of « Brother living Sere in the present. 
Se is « father anc be wants bis 20-yrer-cl¢d som to pray. He uses force. "He 
mits hie (Sienzel fin). So the som prays, Sut without sexing Sis adlutions, 
if me can avoid it, eaé Be is the friend seither of Bis father sor his God. 
Aoc the cay De leaves the paternal Some, Se will cease to pray and will de 
lost to [silag. 


Ome gust always Seer is sinc that we live in am ungodly society (jemill), and 
it serves So purpose to De too Saerem with cSli¢dren to gente these pray, when 
they see that few of thelr cogredes around thea pray. And bere again, one 
sust be cereful lest the isopportuse use of force Srinag sdout «a result 


opposite from wet is sougmt. 


Today, then, it is wits the toague, tarough exhortation, tat we showlsé, is 
99.99 perceat of the cases, esderk upon the rooting owt of evil. This isa 
task which falls to the preacher. par excellence. 











Strategy for a Time of #eakness 


@hat does eliginating evil “ia one’s Seart™ wean, Shelkh Faisal asked Sis 
audience, in comcluding Sis lesson. it seans withdrawing mugata’s) froe the 
society in which ome lives, if ome cannot eliginate the ewll ome sees, they 
answered. Wrong interpretation: we are ic fact in « tise of weakness wagt 
al gu’f), there are few of us, and sinners adound. “The countries of Europe 
are wholly evil (eulluha gumkareat): <¢rinks, women anc ewerything! Amc if we 
Gecice to withdraw, where will we go? Seturnm to owr cow tries! Seceuse ‘hey 
would be free of all ewil? Om the contrary! Shall we go then to the 
fsountaintops? And what would we ¢do there?” No, ome gust regain semomg the 
sinners to preach to thes. And in such « situation, the pursuit of ewil "ia 
~-he heart” involves saintaining one’s sisiaal Islasisa in one’s Sbeart of 
hearts, sever forgetting its goral and doctrinal criteria, which the pressures 
of the corrupt society (fassed) in which we live tareaten to dissolve. Thus, 
for exagple, if a Muslia sees his subile daughter going out without « well, 
anc if at the very least, Sis heart does sot suffer pangs of sorrow, then 
there is sothing of Islas left in hia. 


The Meaning of the Lesuon 


If we in turn were required to “classify” this sorse! of Islamist «loquemce, 
it would have to Se placed sogewhere in Setween the sermons of the «reat 
international preachers, the stars of the “xhutdse,.* of ehich Shelan 4056 «@. 
Gamic Kicnk of Cairo is the sost Srilliant,* and the little homilies of « 
whole crowd of ordinary preachers celiverec in the Sasements of 4L™ Sul ildinas 
or adapted factory presises. The hundreds of cassettes of *ape-recorted 
sersons ty Sheiah Eichk are om sale in all of the Dest [Islamic Sooestores in 
France, where, a3 in Egypt, in the Gulf region or in the Maghred, they are an 
integral pert of the auditory environment of the Muslia population. Melah 
Paisal does sot enjoy this popularity. While tis words and Sis sessage Sere 
been recorded on cassettes, they save sot a3 yet enjoyed anything Sut private 
Gistridution in some Sookstores of 4 clearly defined type. As cogpered to the 
stentorian oratory of the Cairo preacher, Sis colleague in Sagnmolet can only 
offer a thin voice. Where fich&k sakes successive use of 4 thousand 
setapmorical sotes, plunges Sis listeners into scatological joes ‘to propel 
thea into the theory of international relations, loses thes in cogmentaries on 
the Koren and is surgical jargon in order to lead thes to the threshold of 
ujust governgent, Sheizh Faisal, for Sis part, eaploys cnly @ rocaduluary poor 
in ig@ages and « pedagogical sethod which relies om comstant repeltition of 
some xey ideas, illustrated by examples tamen from an ordinary world anc ‘roe 
among the gost oft-repeated episodes in the life of the Propmet. 


Qur igas is sot very lixely to have great success om the radio or cassettes, 
but in the very effort he puts into persuasion. in his patient and scrupulous 
didactics, he reveals the undeniadle virtwe of clarity and & very «een 
political sense, which assure his of « seasure of esteen within the lan. erent 
Muslia population, with which he can cogsgumicate in «a language which is sot 
without eloquence and which is anchored in dally ezperlence. 


To amalyze the lesson of Sheiah Faisal Sere seans saking an effort to 
Getersine what procedures have Seen used to estadlish an islagist gage of the 








Muslia ieeigrasts ios Frenmce anc Sow « sodel Sas Deen developed which, dy 
coding the ewents of real life, treamsports thea into « sew Semantic umiverse 
enc takes them through « trenecendental reala which dictates a forse of 
Sllitamcy the goal of which is the transforgation of the social systes. 


The structure of the seaming which informs owr lesson is topped dy a keystone 
at which the lines of force sade clear dy Sheikh Faisal converge. This 
<eystone,. om which Sayyi¢c Qutd’s coat of ares is inscribed, is the 
identification of "the greatest of all evils” in the characteristics of the 


ungodly regiae. 


At this geometric poist, located at the center of the lesson, the curve of 
heresy and the curwe of pursuit intersect like two rids of a vault. By 
rejecting the former, Sheizh Paisal sinigizes the dissension in 4 cogmunity be 
wants to rally im the identification of the greatest of evils. By rejecting 
tme second, be creates “he ideal political attitude for this cogsunity to 


adopt in its present immigrant situation. 


im its sultiple variations, is Sut ome of the Muslis 
subcultures which share the field of Islamic culture. It is adjacent there to 
other subcultures which gay also include associative life in various forugs, 
multiple SOrotherfood sesberships, and individual plety--all «<inds of ways and 
means in which Muslias experience anc develop their islagic nature. These 
subcultures Bave in pert a life which is perticular to each one, Sut in 
addition, they all develop and are defined in relation to the others, and they 
fumetion within an owersll cultural structure of which the very dynagics is 
ensured Dy the effects of the clashes among the sudcogplezes. Through its 
practices and its discourse, the Islagist sovement is thus developing @ 
particular igage of Islam which is in contradiction with the sodels proposed 
by the Marebowt faction, for exagple. 


Tre profession of the preacher is judged, from this point of view, dy the 
manner in which be is adle to defend and illustrate Sis systea of isages, 
taking isto sccownt the sociopolitical comtexzt within which he delivers his 
sermon or Lesson. 


When oe ed¢dresses the “Muslia iaemgigrant workers gathered to listen to Sis in 
the Desement of « SOMACOTRA clud in Bagnmolet, Sheikh Paisal does mot dy any 
means employ the incendiary tome used in «4 whole Wahhabdite tredition (of which 
it is, Goreower, the Beir) in the sandy deserts of Arabia against systics and 
Seuefils they were eager to charge with “assoclationism” (chirk) and godlessness. 
The truth is that the tige and place go sot is fact lend thegselves to the 
extreme doctrinal Sarshmess which, wiless it were isplemented Dy the sword of 
the prince, could only give rise to dissension within the cogsunity. For the 
bellewers who are laemigrants are in «4 situation of weakness. Everything aust 
be dome. first of all, to rally thes, and to that end. sophistry sust Se used 
with « view to integretion, and sot segregation. Therefore Shelxh Paisal has 
very soothing things to say adout those who have recourse to the intercession 
of a “creature” in appealing to God, while ome is sccustoged to hearing 
Islamist discourse of such greater vigor in the Muslia countries theaselves 














when it comes to the Orotherfcods often sccused of having “suffocated islas” 
under the ¢ervish rubdOish. However, this very strategic tolerance of the 
éifferences agong Selievers sever degenerates into laxisa. This is ome of the 
thresholds the Musliags could sever cross, om pain of abandoning Islas. if 
intercession is tolerated, it is om the express condition that the intercessor 
is not confused with God. 


. 
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The lesson of Sheikh FPuisal is used to sake 

an Islamic community space from which the little trivial tensions «rising in 
commection with heresies of the 

But its clarity is subject to two prior conditions which establish Soundaries: 
the lower iigit, already described, creates in principle a ainigal sector of 
Islae outside which ome gust sot step. Doing so would involve doctrinal 
heresy. which as set forth by the sheikh is attriduted to a single exasple-- 
the “philosophers” (of sediewal Islam), in whom we would wager his listeners 
would hardly De likely to see anything of theaselves. This is the point at 
which “not the slightesc iota of faith regains,“ Seing the situation of those 
~hose hearts are co longer stadded at the sight of an unveiled Musli2# wogan. 
The other prior comdition estaDlishing the Islamic cogm@unity space of which 
Sheikh Faisal wants to be the architect is the culgination of the Dattle of 
the Muslias in a single goal, the pursuit of the greatest evil, that is to say 
the overthrow of the ungodly regise. 


The Islamist suculture is characterized precisely Sy the edsolute prigacy it 
assigns to this goal, Sut the original aspect introduced Sy Sheikh Faisal is 
that be sakes of this priority a condition which in soge way suffices to 
establish the Islagise of tis ismigrant audience. Amy rooting owt of an evil 
of lesser igportance is seen sot only as secondary, Sut even superf)lucus. 
This is, I Delieve, what characterizes the seaning of timeliness as set forth 
dy our preacher. in an issgigrant situation, the Muslia population should 
first of all be rallied in ome cogsm@unity and, according to Sheixh Faisal, 
there is so Detter unifying thege than that of this eligination of the 
greatest evil, as defined Sy Sayyid Qutd, that is to say the overthrow of the 


ungodly regise. 
The Curve of Pursuit 


Sueh is the Sasic theory of the Islamist discourse. Adapted to it there is « 
practice, a political strategy, wherein the reference is transcendental Sut 
the ais is terrestrial. While Shei«h Faisal urges reconciliation of the 
social system and the celestial order, the coincidence of the former with the 
latter involves the oursuit of the jihad, the holy war. This jinad, provided 
that society is its framework, cogjges up against resistance the liaportance of 
which the Islamist sovegent sust be able to assess, if it Sopes to avoid DSeing 
swept away as of its first public appearance. 


In describing the curve of pursul. and specifying the conditions under which 
ome should use “the hand,” “the tongue” and “the heart.” Sheizh Faisal takes « 
position in a dedDate which causes constant turdulence in the [slagist sovegent 
and gives rise to discussions and factions within it. 


The sajor obstacle which the Muslis Srothers and their followers have always 
2OoGe up against involves the strategy for seizing power. Secause of its 
failure to set forth a clear doctrine here, the leadership of the Association 
of Grothers found itseif seriously challenged in Egypt. Seginming at the end 
of the 1940s. Since then, differing schools, giving priority to the use of 
force or to the use of persuasion for cringing down the ungodly regise, have 
opposed each other. in Nasser'’s Egypt of the '900s, Sayyic¢ Qutd developed a 
whole dialectic concerning the use of each sethod, as a function of the 
“weakness” or the “strength” of the Islamist sovement as cogpared to the 
geteraination of the ungodly state. According to hia, the stronger the state 
is, the sore dangerous a viclent open struggle against it will de. Sosge of 
the young readers of QutS concluded therefrom that it wes secessary to 
withdraw frog society to Suild a pure countersociety, in order later, when the 
nugoSer and the detergination of the silitants had reached their peak, to 
return to the rotting Baby on to conquer it. Others delieved that such 
isclation was futile and dowgsed to failure, and gave their approval to 4n 
ig@mediate putschist strategy, lise that whi.” culginated in the assassination 
of Sadat in October of 1961. Still others, finally, deliewed that the tise 
was right neither for a coup d’etat sor for 4 new hegira, Sut for exhortation 
anc preaching to the Muslia gasses, in order to persuade thea of the validity 
of the Islamist sodel. 


It is as an arditer agong the various voices in this dedDate that Shela«h 
Paisal, for his part, served. in his view, and he does sot allow the 
slightest doudt, the Delievers (that is to say, anc oy setonysy. the islagist 
scovement). when they are igaegigraests, are in 4 situation of weakness par 
excellence: evil is everywhere. Inder such circugstances, the 111-considered 
use of viclence to cogDdat an ungodly regige would Se truly suicidal. 
@itndrawal frogs the ungodly society, urged by the young listener, would de 
futile. For unless one set out for the sountain summit, toward what Medina 
would the Sijra proceed? (The ters hijra, in AradSic, seans hegira--the 
political flight of the Prophet fros Mecca to Medina, as well as the 
eaigration of the workers.) Evil is present in the countries of origin just 
as it is im the Soest countries: the ungodly regise prevails everywhere. 


It should be noted that at sno point in the lesson we nave studied did Sheikh 
Faisal designate the location of the ungodly regiae with any precision which 
would justify identifying i= with the French authorities. The only estdedisent 
of the greatest of evils sentioned Dy name is the person of Syrian President 
Assad, an “Alawite end (nfidel.” Should one see in this vaguewess, in which 
only the characteristics of the "Machiavelli of Dagascus” are describded, a 
tactical comcern for the caution which would safeguard our preacher fros any 
future expulsion frogs the territory, thus spoiling nis preaching, for a tise? 
Witnmout ‘the seed to reject this hypothesis totally a2 an adsurdity, a priori 
ome could sot reduce the clarification of the prodles to it exclusively 
either. 


I believe that, sore Sasically, the islagist silitants see their isaeigrant 
status io France as a period and a locality for training and retreat. in this 
country. they enjoy a freedog of assegdly., *o publish and to organize vastly 
broader than is to de found in the sations froe which they cage. This isa 
rather iaportant stage in their overall strategy, and the risk which would be 
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involved in designating the French state as the adsolute evil to De Drought 
gown iagmediately would very speedily pet the very existence of the sowement in 
danger. Therefore a destadilization effort within the framework of Frenen 
society, whatever form it sight take, is not includec among the tactical 
hypotheses suggested Sy Shei«nh Faisal in nis lesson. It is gore igportant, 
for hia and his friends, to Droaden tne dase of their recruiting within the 
ig@eigrant population and to propagate ‘the [slagist sodel than to rum the risk 
of a confrontation with the French suthorities frogs which they would prota.» 
emerge the losers. Frog this point of view, we should sote the thesis of a> 
preacher in assigning ‘the factory Doss alone the authority to chase ow! evil 
there by force. Sere we see one of the famgous “integrists,” eagerly chereec 
with responsibdility for the strikes dy certain politicians and sewszen,” 
surprised while preaching social peace, in AraDic and in the same of Allan, to 
his audience of iggigrant workers. The reality does sot always correspond, as 
ome can see, with the pmantasas which appear so clearly Sefore one’s eyes. 


These are the elements in an analysis of the Islagist igage of policy whicn, 
in a first attempt. ome can derive frog a lesson taugnt in the Dasement of an 
iggigrant workers’ clud. Let us recall that the voice of Shel«n Faisal is sot 
Dy any f@eans at all that which sakes itself gost clearly Deard smgong the 
Musiis populaticn in France. 3ut in nis ciscourse, he drafts « sode! of 
Islagic culture which is structured and consistent, and which is situated at 
one of the exztreses of the spectruse of iasigrant Muslia subcultures. By 
emphasizing the pursuit of the greatest evil and exalting preaching o5 ‘he 
gzweans of this pursuit par excellence, te tends to isolate those who Sear Sis 
within «2 community rallied for future silitancy. Here, DSecause it is 
intellectually ortented toward a transcendental reals, the terrestrial 
reflection of which has erupted all around the Mediterranean, the policy does 
mot involve a priority return toward the French social systee sor does it seex 
to revive its contradictions. Shei«h Faisal puts tactics in the service of 
strategy, and is working to transfors «te Muslisa population of France, over 
the long ters, into an Islagic cogsunity which will ome day sake ‘he return 
trip to other Meccas, from which to find and cast out idolatry and iniquity. 


FOOTNOTES 
1. SONACOTRA |Mational Workers’ Housing Construction Company), a Sody wion 
@anages a large cumber of »ousing umits for the lamigrent worters in 
France. 
2. “The Commandery of Good and the ‘ting Out of Svil” (al aer oi"! aa’rut 


wal-l nahi ‘an <l gunkar), sccord)..@ to the translation Sy “essianon «sn 
Serque, is the “coat of aras” of [sias. 


3. Sheikh al din al Aldani is 4 persomality in the [slamist sovement in the 
Middle East. Known for his virulent homilies, which put fin in the 
“extremist” fringe of the auwement, Se is also the suthor of « prayer 
ganual rather widely carried in the Musliga Seomstores in France. ‘ou- 
ever, the rival work, the Ta’lima al Salat Sy Matmouwd Sawwalf leader of “De 
Iragi Muslia Brothers) is such sore widely availabdie. 








Kichk anc che lesson of Sheikh Faisal, 
to the “The 


Paisal™ in “The Prophet and 
porary Egypt.” oy G. Kepel, Paris, La Decouwerte, 1954, pp 165-162. 


5S. 1 bewe to @ very great extent sperec the reader the innumerable repeti- 
tions characteristic of the pedagogy of Sheikh Faisal. 


®. See the article by Jacques Barow farther on. 
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ACTIVITY, ROLE OF MURID ASSOCIATIONS 
Paris ESPRIT in Prench Jum 85 pp 197-206 
[article by A. Moustapha Diop) 


(Text) Among the Senegalese sigrants, the practice of Islas was for long 
years clanges*ine, sgarginal anc piletistic. Ligitec as it was to the 
imeigrants’ centers in certain neighborhoods’ with a heavy concentration of 
African Muslias, the religious phenomenon cic not begin to ewserge from its 
cccoon until the r ‘977. The agherents of «a Senegalese brotherhood, the 
Muric Brotherhooc,< were the gain artisans of this process. 


Muric preaching, which was begun Dy the Senegalese students anc apprentices is 
Paris, revealec an Islamic practice within the lemgigreant population which 
approachec the aspects of the sociocultural environment in which it was 
Geveloping in an original fashion. Following « phase of explanation designec 
to combat the prejudices anc stereotypes which existe¢ concerning the 
brotherhood within the Senegalese student population, Muricise then openec 
itself to other circles and served as the wector of a certain suaber of 


conversions. 


The process of popularizing this gGoctrine, imepired by the sessage of its 
founder, Sheikh Ahmadgou Bamba, whos the adherents of Muridise also call Serign 
Touba, came about in a number of fields of socialization, through two 
associations, one Senegalese anc the other international. This study treces 
the ortgins of these associations, following « Drief sumesary of the Muric 
Goctrine. Frog an Islas lived in « vacuum dy itinerant serchants, there was + 
transition to an islas which has deen rethought anc reworkec by social 
protagonists (students anc apprentices) who, qualified to decode the systeries 
of the sociocultural structures in the surrounding environgent, were able to 
provice the national, etnnic anc religious group to which they belong with 
intellectual Gynagise. But the Gevelopment of the Muric weltenschauumg within 
the le@gigrent Islagic culture, far froe seeking to confine the Muslia 
population in s fizedc cossunity, turnec in upon itself, proposes to it and 
preperes for it dDridges toward French society, into the sectors of which it 


put sew life. 
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Outline of Muric Doctrine? 


Born in the Baol, in the heart of Senegal, the Muric sovement was subject to 
numerous exactions dGuring the colonial period. Perceived in tergs of the 
ideologies of the tise as an “Islasic Geviation,” a sect “peddling paradise,” 
a fraternal an¢ soncethmic Wolof* “infernel sachine," Muridisa, according to 
the precepts of its founger, Ahwadouw Basbea (15527-1927), falls within the 
spiritual ares of the Prophet. 


The Muric Goctrine is based on « structure with @ triple disension: the 
“bala.” or pect of allegiance, which estabdDlishes the relations between saster 
anc Gisciple; the “ireda,” the will to progress toward God; anéd tr “khidga,” 
or labor. 


This last concept, which constitutes the keystone of the doctrine, can de 
uncerstooc om three Levels: 


~-the rmeletion of gan te Goo follows anc laplesents the Koran verse which says 
"Ll nhewe createc gen and the jinns to adore ge.” Man is Sut love and obedience 
in mis relations with God. 


~-the relation of gan to hieself. The in¢diwidgual showld engage in constent 
introspection and gelf-criticiss “in order to detect his own shortcogings anc 
lacks, the Detter to combat thes.” The in¢divicual should cosbet his “nafs” 
\S0ul, ego) through Dumility anc perseverance. 


~-the relation of gan to society. The individual incorporates ali of his 
actions im the framework of comppunity life. Me gust work for the good of the 
compeunity with the goal of being in hargony with God. Faith anc labor sust 
guice all of the actions of the true Muric. 


Prom #itnGrewal to Froselytisa in France 


@ith the exception of the Guri¢c solcliers who cage as 4 part of the “war 
effort” between 1974 and 1916, the establishment of the Muric population in 
France really Degen just after the former colonies gainec independence. 
Swering the Premom attrection to things exotic, the Muric peasants, sbendoning 
an unfertile . dDecame serchents of “oDjets cart” (easks, Orecelets) anc 

was 


dbeyonc 
Until ‘977, the Muric sovement existed 
wpor itself im the Towbe> era. The itinerant Muricd serchants, who hed chosen 
to settle in the Chalom quarter in Paris, organized theaselves in se#eall 
groups, recreating the original pattern of community life. Under the 
leacership of am inflwential sember, the representative of the caliph, ther 
organizec “Ga"iras” (religious circles with 20-30 sembers) in order to collect 
the gues to be semt to Towda, to provide gutwal aic, and to gather once 4 week 
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te reas the Loran and sing the “gassicga® (in this instence, he poeas o 
Angwaecouw Banda. The Muric sovesent was alsost invisible, sine ine 
prerogative of specializec practitioners little inclined or asel 
popularize the ‘thinking of thrir sheixh (spiritual guide). 


This attitude sees: justified on several levels. In their development, the 
merchants gave priority to ome of the azes of the “khidga,” to wit labor. for 
cultural and situational reasons, they were not equipped to interpret the 
Signs anc sygdols of the ost society, anc within the Senegalese comaunity 
itself, whether in Marseilles or Paris, any effort at pepularitation was 
imitially Goomec to failure, since the split dDetweer the brotherhoods--Ti jan® 
anc Murid--as wery cefinite. Each sector defends its own spiritual Sestion. 
The Murid intellectuals capable of popularizing the doctrine are confined oy 
the yoke of political-union gGegands within the students’ associations. 


The year i977--let us remember that Ahgagouw Bagbda cie¢ in '927)--markec « 
turning point in the process of porularizing an¢c dissesinating huricise is 
Prance. It should be noted that in Senegal, in that same era, a resurgence of 
interest in the Muri¢c Goctrine was seen, running throughout the socia) ‘2>r° 
in the urben centers: “da*iras” were establishes anc sultiplies ia the 
various seighborhoocs in Dakar, anég, in a wholly syagptogatic phenomenos, 
Muricgise effectec a penetration which was mot negligidle in the university 
cogpiexz in Dakar, the age-ol¢ site of dinpute and the stronghol¢é of the 
political opposition. 


In Paris, this “call of Islas” developed at the deginning in an endogenous 
environment, st the Golden Gate in the '2th Precinct. Pomia, the African 
Students" club, located on Pomiatows«i Bowleward, was the fief of the strongly 
political students, tie veterans of “conmsclousness raising” who were sostalgic 
for May 1968. It was in this weritabdle gine field that a einority of Muric« 
followers and sympethizers, uncer tr2 iron rule of a Senegalese apprentice who 
nec just arrived froe Dekar, setteaptec to popularize the thinking o” Sheikh 
Anmaco. Bamba. 


The process of popularization was civicged into two phases. "he “pease « 
weakness" cccurreé within s conmtezt of sistrust,. ironic curiositr, 
coatraedictory debate an¢c research work. Later, in "377, in the “phase of 
strength,” the Muric sissionaries estaDdlishec a structure, the Association of 
Muric Studgents anc Apprentices in Ewrope (AESME), which bDecage the islagic 
Muri¢ Movement in Europe (MIME) in 1983, ané then esbderkec on finding 
international foruss. This was the “Murid dboow” within end outside the 
boundaries of Frence. Cells or “Ga*iras” were established in the wumiversity 
towns, anc conversions @ace anc report-<c in the association's Journal, 
WDIGEL (The Muri¢ Voice). 


The Periods of Suspicio«a 


Within the framework of bilateral cooperation, Senegal sent an official, the 
assistant to «a prefect who was forgerly a territorial gevelopeent inspector, 
for a period of study anc apprenticeship as an architect an¢ lan¢dscaper. When 
he arrived in Paris with his family, Addoulaye Diere, the “aissionary,.”” was 
houses in a student roos sat the Pomia. Wearing the iraditional gard, he 








costinwed the rhytae of life be bec pwreved in Senegel. it showld Se stressec 
that, #8 @ Gisciple of « Mawritesinun Muric, Shela«n Sicy Ab@wen, be was an 
adherent of the spiritual school? of Seimt-Lowls who remained faithful to and 
tee jeslows guardian of the Goctrince of Aneegow Gaste. Om the other hand, the 
other residents at the Pomia took celigmht in cultivating the “narcissisa of 
petty cifferences” in ideclogy. It was the position o” all of thes, soreover, 
to support the antireligiows Semmer. The axice “Beligion is the opium of the 
people” serwec as the raliying cry im the renmks of the progressive students. 
Im their eyes, the presence of Addowlaye Dieye was Gowdly suspect: soge saw 
his as en agent of Sengbor, whose sission would be to infiltrate the 
Associction of Senegalese Students anc Apprentices in France \AESF), while 
others saw bis a8 « sefencer of the Senegalese consumer DSouwrgecisic, 
comgpro@ising with religiows fewdsality. He was taggec with « sickmame Soth 
irosical ané pejoretive--Serigs Dowgou, which igplies both quackery anc 


nypocr i sy. 
The Period of Comfrostation 


The AES? meetings became «4 weritabdle Settleflel¢ om which the vwariows social 
protagonists eyec each other, challengec each other anc seasurTet each other 

the yaréstick of ideological references. The confrontation spread into 
reals of the political: the socloecomogic sitwation in Senegal prowided fvel 
for the betties. To the theoretical ané rhetorical ¢iscourse of the AESF 
mesbders, the Muric sinority anc their syapaethizers opposec comcrete facts 
Grewn frog the fielé--the experience scquired by the beac of the Muric ranas 
Gealt bareh anc ¢agaging blows to the student structure. “I hac grasped the 
@comogic an¢ social problems of Senegal which they hac not sasterec,” A. Diere 
tol¢e us, “Decause | hac already served in the flel¢é. As «a former Gevrelopment 
worker in the Delta Develop@ent anc Exploitation Cogpeny  .SAED), | was 
Tasilier with all of the tricks anc forces an¢d weaknesses in our econony. 
Sere | fous young people sasturbdating with « Maraise which was sot supported 
by comerete fects. Soge ieadgers ¢i¢ not even know what the annual incoge of 
be Senegalese peasant was, Sut they were screaging “The peasants «re 


hungry" ." 


ad 


Facec with these concrete arguments, the theoretical comstructions of the 
Students showe¢ crecks in certain pleces. Although so grest comversion couwlc 
be seen, the Muric sinority nometheless began to win sowe volume of sympathy. 
Its leacger, washed clean of the sin of collaboration, was sow recognised as an 
authestic nationslist, despite the Muri¢d label, which costiaved to be 
trowbdlesoge bdDecause, A. Dieye says: “They saw Muridise as « religious 
practice favoring obscurantisa. I explained that the teaching of Ahgadcou 
Bemba is but the ertension of thet found in the city of Medina in the days of 
the Prophet. I denounced the prectices of all the obecuranstist Marebdouts.” 


The Period of Besearch and Popularization 


The Muri¢c group realized the seed to go beyond student ¢iscussions. This 
comsidgeration inwolwed the education of the semgbers, who were unfamiliar wits 
the writings of Angadow Sagde enc Wolof litereture. in am initial stage, the 
stress was placed on the Dasic prectices of Islas, anc then on systical 
teachings. Accorédiag tc owr isaforsants, A. Dieye gave of hiaeseif 
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wmstiatingly. “Ge seglectec his family to teach us Aredic, the foram anc ‘5 
thisking of the sheiaxh. Every cay, fros Monéay throwgh Sunday, there vas 
always someone at his bowse. The room was very sae_l, Sut ome coult always 
find a place. The atm@oephere was wars.” 


Isitially isforgal, the group thes becase a “daira.” On the initiative of 
A. Dieye, two goals were set: to undertake research in the archives is orter 
to estatllign the truth about Aheadow Baebda, and to dsegian the process of 
popularization om as sational scale. Relying om the “xhi¢ma” (labor. 
AdDcowlaye Dieye assigned various tasks to the Muri¢c students. Some vere 
entrustec with reacing the reports an¢ sinutes of the colomial scoministrators 
Gealing with Angacgow Gagda. To others fell the task of undertaking « Survey 
of the reports, theses and other works dealing with Muridisa. This wors of 
*“reestadlishing the truth” enabled the group to sake use of @ Dew argument: 
Aneacow Samba, « religiows gan, was also a resister, a gan of protest. This 
Gisension coulé sot fail to attract the revolutionary students. Accordin;s to 
ADécowlaye Dieye, “this search gave ws Sore arguments to combat the 
intellectuals trained in Western culture, who could sot Sellewe in the verses 
quotes to thes. Their Eoran was gocusentation. With the documents, soins 
dbeyous the relations (Setween) Serign Towdsa (4. Bagbda) anc the French, ve 
wnravelec the gyths about certain Senegalese ‘saints’ who in fact were 
collaborstors anc slanderers. These students came to uiderstancd why Serian 
Towhe was seen as “the enemy to be cGefeated,’ Secause be was « satl List, « 
rellyer of gen. Owdinot Street (where the Owerseas Archives Documents are 


wept) provided grist for our sills.” 


This period coincided with the first conversions ané rally to the Murid cause. 
“Brilliant students cGeciged to joln us, dSecause they were avic for xmowledse 
ané respectful of it.” The growp, which still regaineé a sinority one, 
Gecideé to expand its dbase dy populating various sectors of life wit 
Senegalese: cluds, umiversity complexes anc even the streets. These vere 
sosents which were ¢ifficult anc special at the sage tine. “This was the 
first tise ome cowl¢ see students ome consigered ratiomalists golnse into th 
streets to talk of religion. It was ¢ifficult and it requires faith anc « 
combative attitude, amc adowe all the real training they Sac received fros 
ADGowlaye Dieye, which hed Gewelopec « sincere faith in Ahmadow Bamba, so that 
they couldé go beyond the criticises, derond the sneering laughter, to se* 
forth for the first tige the religious thinking of an African, so longer 
choosing agong the ideologies offered, dut instead conmtriduting an idea, « 
body of thought proposed for sgankin¢é,” A. D., «= disciple and comrade-in-erns 
of A. Dieye, stressed. 


The probleas of popularization Lec to further reflection, aad 4 sew strates 
wes estabdlishec. in the gonth of September ‘977, the Murid followers decides 
to form am association, the AESME. financial conmtridwtions were left to th 
Giscretion of each sember. To fill the coffers of the new organization, tt 
Pomiatowski student “Ga"ire” paid a visit every Thursday evening to the Towte- 
Paris “de*ire” in the Chalom quarter (sainly sade up of peddlers). The «rovs 
participated is and enriched the evening seetings with “Gassica™ poems Dy 
Sheikh SGesbde) and sermons, and received in exchange “eciys” (charity «ifts). 
Thanks to this systes, the “Ga*ire” recreated a community life from which an) 
concept of perisitisa was exclude¢. Having ewerget from the period of initia. 


57 











cevelop@went, the segbers of the association sgaintained comtact with spiritual 
organizations, participated in debates, and, using these forwss as their dase, 
proviced various audiences with the teachings of the founder of the doctrine, 
setting forth botm the orthodoxy and the universality of the thinking of the 
sheleh. 


In (976, the sissionaries added a graphic coatridutios to the oral 
popularization effort. The first issue of the periodical W°DIGEL (The Murid 
Voice) was published. Printed in 100 copies, it was distributed to all of the 
university towns in France, Belgium anc Senegal. The single isswe received 
was reproéguces in photocopies. The goal sought was to “dbriag things up to 
cate,” using Gocuments frog the archives to show the develop@ent of Ahmadou 
Sasoa, & somviclent gan sisunderstood dy the public authorities in his tise, 
but also to present his as a pious san, faithful to the Koran and the Sunna. 
Articles om Wolof literature were designed to Gemonmstrate to the Senegalese 
intellectuals the wealth of their cultural beritage. To these various theses 
were adéec the articles in the category of testisony, is which converts 
explainec the patnm of their development. 


In vwlew of the success of the periodical, the association DSegan to develop sew 
cells. The gseagbders of the association traveled throughout France, saking 
comtact with sygpathizers an¢ organizing discussions om the life of Serign 
Towha. The Muri¢d sowement emerged froa semiclandestinity anc became a social 
phenosencs. It challenged an¢ disturtded the students, who could sot resain 
indifferent. As of the fourth issue, the periodical was printed in 1,900 
copies, an¢é Seginnming with the fifth, it addressed the audience with «4 
basically Wolof culture by presenting a sumeary of the various articles in 
thet language. Comtridutions on the conceptualization cof the Murid doctrine. 
om Islam and the dlalogue detween cultures an¢d om the various “Ga*irae” began 
to emrich the Digomthly issues of the periodical in three lLanguages--French, 
Wolof (using Arabic characters) an¢ Arabic. S°DIGEL became the link among all 
the Muri¢ adherents in Africa ané Europe. Seginning in 1979, the AESHE 
undertook to win for itself international foruas. The UNESCO opened its doors 
to it im 1979 and 2961, and the EEC Gid ao in 1962, after participation in the 
international comference to celedDrate the '500th anniversary of the hegira, 
hel¢ in Kwuala-Luapur in Sovesber and Decesgbder 1981. Om each of these 
occasions, the Murid perticipants spoke on subjects pertaining to the life of 
An@acou Saedea anc the orthodoxy and universality of Muriéd thought. 


In 1963, the AESME cied¢, rising again froe its ashes under the sage Muric 
Islagic Mowement in Europe (MIME), with the goal “not of ligiting sesbership 
to the students and apprentices, Sut uwiting us all to work together without 
any Gistinactions dbesed os social or professional, such iess brotherhood, 
category.” The sage is sot seutral in significance: it bas the double 
commotation of umiversality (Islagic) an¢d esotericiss (Murid, referring bdack 
to the charecter “eis (spelled "sige" in French), the 24th letter of the 
Arabic alpmadet, which has a strong systical commotation). This last aspect 
appears to have been an invitation addressed to those individuals enamored of 
spiritual satters. 


Be that as it say, it is clear that in 1983 and 1954, the activities of the 
MIME were basically cultural. The public relations aspect seess to have 
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receives pricrity. Contact was sade with the various Islagic sassociatioss, 
Alawit im particular." In sédition, the MIME made its, contribution tc the 
ecumenical efforts, Sased on the ¢i2logve amomg cultures. 


For lacs of financial resources--tne sovegent is supported by dues ranging 
between 20 and 100 francs, depending om the vocational status of the sembers-- 
the N"DIGEL showed a deficit of 30,000 francs, and the MIME did sot sees abdle 
to Dreathe sew ¢cynagisa into its provincial cells which, with the exception of 
teat im Bowen, hac sumk into a state of lethargy. This (tegporary) exhaustion 
cannot Se explained solely in teres of reasons of a gaterial sature. The trve 
cause gust Se sought elsewhere. <ADddowlaye Dieye, the founder and sponsor of 
the association, had returned to Senegal, Owt he regained homorary president 
of the sowement and contriduted editorials to N"DIGEL. The sovement was 
structured is appearance only. Individwal personalities esgergec anc 
challenges arose. The MIME appeared to De experiencing a growth crisis, and « 
certain number of its seabers were seen to go over to another Murid Sody, sore 
recentiy estadlished--the International Association for Aid to and the 
Popularization of the Muridiss (AIADM). 


The AIADM anm¢ the Voltaire "Daara*’¢ 


Imitially, the effort to estadlish the AIADM was dictated by twe sajor 
concerns. The nee¢ was felt to rescue the non-Senegalese Murid adherents, 
iil-eccustomed to Senegalese community life, frog their sarginal status, and 
thus to estedlish a structure to accogsgodate thea which would be detter 
adaptes to their culture, lifestyle and level of religious training. 
Organized in September ‘953, the AIADM, the “eldest daughter of the MIME,” bad 
as its goal “estadlishing a dialogue azong cultures, aiding and assisting 
those in distress, helping thes to reestadlish theaselves an¢ resuse their 
trve role im their environment; clarifying the example and the teachings of 
the great humanists of the earth--Gandhi, Shelkh Ahmwadouw Sanda." The 
association includes syagpathizers, the sajority of thea women working in the 
social sector, and segbers who, for their part, are students frog the “Gaara” 
on Voltaire Street in the !!th Paris precinct. 


The president of the association is also the guide of the “daara." A West 
Indian with «a Christian bdbackgroun¢d, Antsgadou-Guy Pepin encountered the 
teachings of ADdowlaye Dieye after '° years of spiritwal searching and decane 
his disciple. <A teacher of physical education, an athletic chagpion and a 
performer (he is a comedian ond susician), he began to popularize the thinking 
of Anbmadow Bamba within his own entowrage while he comtinuwed to learn frog his 
waster. “I have had the opportunity to reach «a nuaeber of people. I spoke 
abdouwt Serign Towde and tried to awaken people to the spiritual realities, to 
religion. People noticed the change in sy behavior. Little by little, I 
createc a ginisociety in which everyone valved and respected the others. 
There was am atagosphere of peace and friendship there.” 


The school has 4 regular seambders representing a veritadle kaleidoscope of 
nationalities, a dozen or so, including Europeans (French, Gergan, Italian and 
Polish), Africans (lairians and Senegalese), West Indians, natives of the 
Maghre>, Syrians and Lebanese, a5 well a3 a number of [Iranian syapathizers anc 
a Dowinican oun.'3 The age range is from 25 to 30, and the ‘es is 50. 
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These adepts fall isto varilows socloprofessiomal categories There is an 
ecososist, a PTT (Postal anc Telecoseunications A¢dsintistration, engineer. 
laborers, office employees anc students. There are sDou' «(-41 Semlers of tr 
ant women. 


Tee ageociation seeks to be s cogmumity. Owes are left to the discretice of 
the isdividwal. Accordiag to Angadou-Guy Pepin, “the seople Sriag their 
purchases,’* out there is so obligation. Sere sothing belongs to any 
iodivicwal. Everything Selongs ‘to everyoue, our goods are Seld in comgon. se 
must change society, sac tius we gust change ourselves, cevelopiag ovr 
virtves. In otBer words each isdividwal can contribute sosethiag to the 
oteers, a3 his seans anc opportunities allow, without this Selng degandec.” 


The “¢aaerae”™ is @ sicrosociety, falling within the framewor« of the aissilon 
assigoec by the founder, Anwadow Sesde. Throwgh “he institution of sarrlage 
(there are five size¢ sarrilages--two Semegslese sen aarried to Italian women, 
a Premcm@an sarrie¢ to « West Indian, « Moroccan sarried to « French woman, 
anc a West Indian garried to an Algerian woman), the semders of the “taare” 
are oot oply saintaining the purity of tee wit, which serves Soth a3 4 school 
anc religious pregises, Sut are also laying gown “tootnhing stomes” with « view 
to the SOuillding of a sew society “Seyond considerations of rece, culture and 
religion, in which sen an¢d women will Se uited in the search for truth and is 
waging ‘he g7-eat holy war of the soul,*"> aneadou-Guy Pepia Ss” ressec. 


The e¢ucetionsl progres Sas several levels. The Aradic Language is taught 
(with cc! eses given dy & Moroccan), as is islag--the stress is placed om “Log 
five pillars,” isa the double disension of the visisle an¢ the hidden. 
Religious iaw (*figh*) aad systicise (*tassacuf") are taught. The 
"ideological trainsiag® is liske¢d with Muri¢disa and is divided isto sevens 
chapters, on the history of Muridiss; Muridise anéd colomizatica; Muridisa and 
the traditional regise; Muridise anc sod¢ern ideology (capitalise, Maraisa, 
socialism); the exile of the shelzh; the “khidgwa,” in its triple digension «as 
@ systical doctrine, ecomogic doctrise send social oroject; sed “uridisa snc 
the sajor systical schcools--Ghazal., aradi.'® The purpose of this 
training is “to show in what way Serigm Towbe surpasses these people, amc *‘o 
reveal the contegporary aspect and orptr of the thinking of the sheiah.” 


Whatever the lewel of the a*herents, « large role is assigned to meditation. 
Every Thursday night, frog sidmight util dawn, the sedepts seet for «4 session 
of *zier,*'? followed the next day or in the course of the week dy a fay of 
fasting. “Our goal is to cause the light is us to grow, to develop purity isa 
ourselves, and to create this communication agony Searts.* 


The school does sot have « prescribed schedule, although the sajority of the 
classes are held in the evening on a2 very flexible Dasis. Comviviality goes 


along with learning. 
Proselyt.izing in Beaubourg 
ith some doten sepbers, sen anc women, the saster of the Voltaire “Geare”™ is 


waging a continuing casgpaign to popularize Islas. Every Sunday for a year 
now, rains, wind or snow, the group has gone to Seaudourg, after spiritual 
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preparation. “We always pray together Sefore starting owt.” AL the Seginnmios 
of the venture, the group held forth with the aid of a sicrophone on the 
esplanade in Seauborg. The saster of the “Gaara” gave an introduction om the 
protleas of society, and then introduced Afmadow Sasda. Once the attention of 
the people hed Seen secured. sa@all groups Segan to forms. Each adept. «.'5 1 
stack of copies of S*DIGEL under Sis ars, then joined the listesers anu 
encouraged discussion, while the women proceeded to sing songs sdout the 
Prophet and to chant “gassida,* quietly. The police soon put an end to this 
activity, and the Voltaire Street school Sad to change its strategy. Since 
thes, the group Sas held forth frog 5 to 7 pe at a site on the sain street 
opening out omtc the sain entrance to the esplanade. The scenario ‘as 
uncergonme soge changes: deprived of the sicrophome, the growp gathers to sins 
before Seginming its work. 


Tae questions isevitadly have to do with the viclence of Islam and its 
famaticisa, Ehogeyni, the sects and politics. The gost aggressive chal Lengers 
are found among the population frog the Maghred, which has led ANwadou-juy 
Pepin to say: “Owr Arad Srothers Selleve that Islam Selomgs to thea Seceuse 
they speak Arabic. Serign Towdea provides an answer to this, Sut we Save sotec 
that when the thinking of Serign Towda is explained to thes, they then come to 
apologize." How sany people Save Seen reached by this preaching? According 
to Sheikh Anhmwadou-Guy, Sumerous syupathizers come to tala to the seagbers every 
Sungay, anc during ome sonmth there bad Seen ome conversion per week. “Un 
Sunday (7 FedDruary 1995), we bad a conversion, a French woman who was 4iven 
the sage Badia. A week ago, it was «2 Hindu gan. The gost surprising thine 
about his was that he had lived in Arad countries for § years, Sut had sever 
wanted to comvert to Islas.” 


Before comcluding, the group gethers to sing again. Om the way Sack * 
Voltaine Street, each deacrides the ¢ifficulties be encountered and repor's on 
the suSjects unresolved, which become the foous of igsediate discussion or + 
Study to de undertaken. 


The g@ission in Seaubdourg is of a heuristic sature for the “Gaara™ senders. 
The contacts sade develop self-sastery in the adepts, as well as & sense oF 
introspection and self-criticisa, and also esulation. The sission in 
Beaubourg is viewed a5 4 prectical application of the “khidma.” In emigrant 
territory, Muricisa has come cut of its cocoon. Sy esberking upon the paths 
of popularization and conversion, it has found a sew, adapted fielc of 


¢iscussion by returning to the initial teachings of its founder. 


Islas, which for a long tige was igdwed with the hue of the Maghre®d, Ses io 
forsaking a single path oranched owt in sew directions. Muridisa is sexing 
its contridutiva to the organization of the Islagic comm@unity, despite the 
rents developing within the coggunity fabric, since the DOrotherfoods Save sot 
wom the favor of certain religious associations (‘World Islamic League. "™e 
Senegalese seaberr of the Murid sovement, Saving passed on the torch, seen 
be seeking a second wind. The iaplegentation of short- and sedlun-ters 
projects (comstruction, restoration) will certainly succeed in injecting sew 
¢ynagiss. For the tise Seing, it is the spiritual axis of the “Kkhidma™ whion 
prevails, while the Voltaire “daare” is studying the “road signs” with = vlew 
to Ouilding « sew society. 
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The Chalom seighDorfocd in Paris, which has recently scquired a reputation 
as an area of drug peddlers, remains the fief of Murid peddlers. 


Por the spelling of the words Murid and Muridiss, we nave followed the 
official sorgs of Senegal. 


See Ph. Couty, “The Doctrine of Labor Among the Murids,” in Copans, Couty, 
Boch and Rocheteau, “Social Maintenance and Economic Change--Zconomic 
Doctrine and Labor Practice Agong the Murids,” Paris, ORSTOM (Bureau of 
Overseas Scientific and Technical Sesearch), 1972, pp 67-53. 


The Wolofs are the ethnic group with a sumerical sajority in Senegal. 


Town in Senegal where the caliph general of the Murids lives, and where 
granc “eagal™ (gatPering of Murids to commemorate the Danishment of 
founder on 15 September 1895) is held each year. 


tne 

the 

The Tijanm Brotherhood was ‘sunded by ADu "ADDas Anmed (1737-1615), who 
was Dorn in ‘Ain Madi, in horoceo. It Secame widespread chiefly in 
Senegal. See Jamil M. Adun-Hasr, “The Ti janiyya--A Sufi Order in the 
Muslia World.” Oxford University Press, Oxford, ‘965. 


S*DIGEL seans “advice” in the Wolof language. 


According to our interlocutors, the path pursued Dy ADddoulaye Dieye was 
the same as that trodden earlier by Sheikh ANwadow Sande. While passing 
through Saint-Louis, the founder of Muridisa predicted that a sative of 
the ancient capital of Senegal would carry his sessage to the “countries 
of the Whites.* 


D. C. O'Brien, "“Warzist Theory Against the Infernal Murid Machine,” 
POLITIQUE APRICAINE, I, (4%), Sowember 1961, > 115. O’Grien speaks of 
“academic Muridisme” which he compares to “popular Muridiss.* 


The ‘Alawiya order, estaDdlished in Mostaganes in 1920, is @ Oranch of the 
Tijaniysa. The Alawis, whose headquarters is in Drancy, have achieved a 
number of conversions among the French population. 


A special section of N"DIGEL is deroted to this sud ject. 


Concerning the “daara”™ (spiritszal training school), see, among others, 
D. C. O’Brien, “The Murids of Senegal--Political and Econcafic 
Organization,” Clarendon ’ress, Oxford, '97', pp 163-157, and also 
S*DIGEL, Ho 12, p 10. 


The association is open to son-Musligs, who gay participate in the "sla«r” 
(invocation of the sage of Allah) sessions. 
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CSO: 


The gsembers go on shopping trips and Oring their purchases Sack to the 
“daara.* 


This refers to the “jinad,” which is above all a perpetual struggle 
against the self. 


Profession of faith, prayer, fasting, tithing and pilgrimage. 

These two expressions--visidle ("zanhir") and hidden ("batin”™)--play 

@ great role in the exegesis of the Koran. Ome of the names of Allan is 
"al-Batin.* 

Ghazali (1056-1065), Islamic thinker and theologian, and [0m Arabi (1! 105- 
1280), called al-Shaikh al-Akber by his disciples, a celebrated aystic 
gystic of “pantheistic doctrine.* 


The “sikr” is a prayer in which the participants invoke and chant tne 
mage of Allah. 
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ROLE OF ISLAM IN LABOR-MANAGEMENT 2ELATIONS 
Paris ESPRIT in French Jum 55 pp 207-215 
[article dy Jaecquis Barou: “Islam as a Pactor in Social Regulation") 


(Text) W@itm the following articles, the result of surveys 
wade in the automobile industry in the Paris region, we 
leave the lewel of representation and sodels for that of 
practice and experience. islas is an igportant factor in 
industry and in the social relations which are egerging in 
the ladDor world. Some DSusiness leaders see Iislae as 4 
possible factor in social regulation which could de used to 
shape the trade union influence on workers (let us aote 
that this way of comceiving of Islas characterizes only « 
ginority of leaders, Sut sot the sass of small and average 
cusiness owners). whilc conversely, some trade unions see 
control of the Islamic phenogenon, indeed the Musilis 
upsurge, a3 a good sethod of countering sanagesgent . 


Where the Muslia workers are concerned, while soge are 
Gelighted by the presence of sosques in the labor place, 
whether social peace or challenge is preached to thes 
there, others refuse to pray in «4 Dasically iapure place, 
refusing, so to speak, to sake God a *foresan.* 


This art‘cle comes within the context of a survey currently Ddeing sade of the 
igeigrent OS (skilled workers) in the autogotive industry, and sore 
specifically the role Islae@ plays in industry. This is a question which, 
dDeginning # short tige ago, %8S provoked a certain suaber of polegic 
discussions which the Muslia workers in France still regeebder with such 
bitterness and irritation. 


While we do not claia to De able to establish definitive conclusions, it is 
mow possible for us to set forth « certain number of elements which alter the 
naive view which developed following the report om the sediation of the 
conflicts which occurred in the autogodile industry dDetween 194! and 1964, 
which generally represented [Islas as 4 disturding element in industry. While 
Islag in the Dusiness world is often associated with clashes, it wes present 
for some tise pricr to the conflicts in the 1960s without creating any sajor 
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probless for the enterprises involved. They were able to deal with the 
phenogenon with great flexidDility and pragmgatise such as to sake of it, rather 
quickly, an elegwent which could De integrated in the discipline governing 
social relations within the production contest. 


This possibility of using Islam in industry as a factor in social regulation 
is not surprising if ome considers the continuity in the efforts sade dy 
thinkers and technicians in the field of labor organization, frog the utopians 
of the !9th century to our day, to create in the workers affective adherence 
to the order in the factory which is required for saking productivity optiaal. 


The emergence of [slaa in industry, through the desand that Muslia workers 
nave prewises anc tige for their religion, is sisultaneously « sign of crisis 
in the Ford systes of production and a seans of partially overcoging ‘this 
crisis. These cultural and religious degands are far less factors in conflict 
tman am opportunity to estadDlish contractual relations Detween sanagement anc 
laSor. They can serve as a transition fros a “sachine” forse of discipline 
Dasec essentially on time-scheduling Liaitations to a fors of contractual 
discipline which is sot ligited to a sere alliance Detween sanagem@ent anc 
labor, but which, as Jean-Paul ¢e Gaudesar’ stressed. “is designed to create « 
Sasis in organizational sethods for a collective cuDjectivity om the pert of 
tme workers such that productive service is so longer the sya@dol of 
alienation, Sut on the contrary, ome of support for a coggon project.” 


Even though at the present stage Islas is not functioning as an ideology 
entirely integrated in production discipline, ‘it already is appearing a5 an 
undeniable social regulation factor capable of Deing developed in the future. 


This situation and these prospects are the cause of differences agong the 
various protagonists concerned. For example, the position of the trade unions 
undeniably reflects a fear of seeing an itgportant portion of the worxers 
escape the umions to Secoge tacitly and inforgal.y direct interlocutors with 
@anagesent. This fear is evidenced in a desire "to occupy the Tleld”™ dy 
taking over tne demands conmected with [Islas and sponsoring ‘ne emergence of 
Muslis trade union leaders, which sometiges gives rise to an overreaching seen 
Dy the workers at the Oase a5 deaagogy- 


These base-level workers are far from umanigous on the serit of an official 
presence for Islas in industry and its recognition Sy the trade unions. The 
workers who cose fros Muslis countries, whether they are Dellevers anc 
practice religion, or seither, often voice very conservative positions on 
these satters, Sased equally on references to secular ideologies anc on 
interpretations of the Koran and the “hadith.” 


The enterprise is, for the Muslias, « special place where they gust consider 
the social and political role of their religion. The questions they sare led 
te ask ‘themselves in relation to this place gay Save repercussions which are 
mot lisited to the life of Islas in the “dar el tard,” Sut also affect the 
“dar el islags,* with the frontier detween the two Secoging gore soc sore 
@ifftcult to detersine, soreover. in the course of the sigratory experlence. 














This article, which does not clais to report tue full diversity of the points 
of view we have alrescy notec, #1). De limited to establishing the gain trencs 
perceivec both in terns of the usage which industry can sake of Islas and in 
teres of islam a5 experiencec by the workers theagselwes. These are the two 
Questions we will now attempt to Geal with, after analyzing the conditions 
unger which isi\as appearec on the labor scene. 


How industry 'iscowerec Islas 


isles has been present in ingustry for as long as Muslis workers have been 
employec. A historian’s text< refers to the presence of an igas in the 
Renault factories in Billancourt in commection with the burial of an Algerian 
worker who was «illec in an explosion in °9?3. The presence o Musligs wes 
grecually recognitec through various seasures, involving in particular the 
cafeteria senus anc vacation Gates, which ha¢ to take the sonth of Ragadcan 
imtoo account. Sut this phenogsenon was never the focus of any particula: 
attention on the pert of social observers. 


emat is new anc spectacular is the establishwent of prayer halls or wor«xsho; 
“sosques” in @ certain number of large enterprises where the iseigrants from 
Musiis countries are very superous. It is not only a question of the 
empergence of @ visible islam bere, Decause the practicing workers hac earlier 
hac the habit of praying ir the workshops, using sections of cardboard, dut of 
official recognition of this risitility, which at the sase tise sarks the 
beginning of enterprise control of the phenogsenon. This phase is sore 
ig@por’ant than all of the previous ones in the rwcognition of the presence of 
islas in France, because it represents a violation of the legisiation in 
effect concerning labor sites, where it is clearly specifiec thet the pursuii 
of religious activities is not allowed. me sight wonder fut le¢ « number of 
officials to undertake such a distortion of the leu. 


There was ingeec at the outset « Gemanc by the workers and the Gewelopment of 
@ balance of forces in their feror, Sut also, on the part of the enterprises, 
there was @ prageatic attit ~" Loch emadlec tnes to evaluate the scdvantages 


anc Cise¢vantages of the phenomenon very rapiclr. If they were quick to agree 
to satisfy this xinc of gGemanc, it was indeed because they becase aware that 
it was no threat to the production order, Sut sight even contridute tv it. 


One cannot understanc the upsurge of cemgandgs for the provision of religious 
facilities in the enterprises without taking into account the struggles which 
Gevelopec egrilier in toe workers" centers. 


The comflict in the workers’ centers began in sporadic fashion in '973 anc 
1978 anc spreac between 1975 anc 1979 to the whole of the Paris region anc 
certain sectors of the East anc the Rhone-Alpes region. it constituted one of 
the largest organizsec urban struggle sovesents in France an¢é the first 
sovegcent cheraecterizec Dy Gemancs in which the lgesigrants were the Gain 
protagonists. While the influence of various leftist factions was dGecisive in 
the sobdiligetion anc cocrdination effort, a certaino “iesigrant power” 
expressec itself bere in algost autonomous fashion. Une of the sost forceful 
Gegsandcs was for the algsost routine estedlishment of prayer halis in the 
centers. It was vwolcec beginning with the first struggles which preceded the 








sovemsent in the ‘970s, anc seems to hawe reflected the Gesire of the 
igeligrants to win Sack control of living spece which they rarely chose of 
their own accoré an¢ which they nac fwlt had broken Gown their organi tation. 


in the olé neighborhoogs anc the sharittytowns in which they settied in the 
1900s, the igagigrants living withowt their families hac reestadlishec nutua. 
aic networks om ethnic anc fasliy bases, Geveloping «2 whole underground 
econosy. When urban renewal operations affectec thea, they were often 
relocates in centers which ¢i¢ mot take the organization with which they hac 
provicec theeselwes earlier into account. This fore of housing tencgec to 
ingéivigualise people Dy creating collective or segicollective areas unusable 
because of their tiny disensions ané¢ nonfunctional rature. This 
Gisorganization of the community structure sade it necessary to turn to an 
external authority whose actions very often took « gost coercive direction. 
Hetereally, as the living space away fro th: labor site decame too 
Gepersonalizing anc ligiting, anc dDecause of i1l-tiged increases in rents, 
conflicts broke owt, taking the fora of collective refusals to pay, out also 
of a Gesire to resume autonosous control of housing. This was seen in the 
establisheent of committees of tenants Gesirows of acquiring the capacity to 
participate in the gaenagement of the framework for their life. The Gemanc for 
the establishment of religiows premises also took om the aspect of « symbo! of 
reconquest of autonomous collective space, since religion remains the last 
fergsent of com@unity life. Generally the prayer halls in the centers are 
@Balintainec dy the resicents theaselwves, anc are entirely remowedc from the 
comtrol of the aeésinistrators. 


in the course of the conflict, the estaebdlisheent of prayer halls was often 
accomgpeniec Sy «2 trend toward establishing islamic orter in ‘the residentia. 
centers. The sale of alcohol, gambling and wisits Oy prostitutes were often 
forbdicéen by com@ittees of resicgents who teaporarily took ower, anc they 
tencgec to be such sore Drecosies is égisciplineary satters than the 
institutional acéeinistraetors. 


Hearly ‘0 years after the beginning of this conflict, alg@ost so westuge of the 


the prayer bells. which in the enc took om «2 secred sepect which is sot ‘found 
in the countries of origin. in certain cases, 
these preyer nelis, closing ‘thes or 
be allowec. They are only wery rarely gwace available to guests. Certein 
officials holc the weys to thee anc open thes only for the howrs of pruyer. as 
is also the case in the workshop sosques. They have become Dasically the 
syedol of a Muslia identity which was red¢iscoverec anc ligposec on the 
institutional Ssposesmer. 


It gust howewer be sotec that the acgeinistrators very soon saw that the 
satisfaction of this Geganc coul¢ Gefuse conflict and introduce 4 Sbeginning of 
order in the resicgential cesters. As 6 result, they generally holc ‘those who 
frequent the prayer halls in Sigh esteem, end sake an effort to sponsor thes 
as representative \>oe@esmer. 


isn the enterprises, the cgemganéc for the provision of reiigious pregises 
occurred in abowt the sage perict as in the centers, tecaeuse the ‘Tirst prayer 











mhall wes estabdlishec at the Renault plants in Billamcourt in '976, and at 
Taldot im Poissy in ‘975. Sut unlike what happened in the residgential 
centers, these Gegands algost sever occourrec within «a framework of conflict, 
anc at the beginning, they were free of the interwention of the trade unions. 
These unions were deyond any Goudt very hostile to this phenogsenon at the 
Deginning, anc they only dDeganm to support it when it hac taken on such scope 
that it coulé mot be avoided with risk of losing their influence. 


At one autogsobdile enterprise, a petition for the provision of a prayer hall 
imitiatec oy « few Senegalese workers was signec by more than 600 individuals 
in & single afternoon. in this connection it can be noted that the 
estadlisheent of prayer halls Doth in fectories and in resicgential centers was 
imitially Gemancec dy Africans frog the Sahel, defore this Gegand was taken up 
by matives of toe MaghreD. This gay possibly se Gue to the effect of the sore 
worshipful comcept of the sosque in African Islas, ané adove all, the such 
greater force of cogmunity ¢ynamiss among the Africans than among the natives 


of the Maghreb. 


in commection with this type of Gemanc, sauagement generally reacted sore 
Quickly than the trede umions, which sore frequently followed the sedévwancing 
trenc, adding their support after the fect to « Geganc already grantec. 


But above all, for the factories, this type of Gemand provided the opportunity 
for discovering Isles. is fact, the need to provide s prayer hai. ‘* 
eccorgance with Islagic prescriptions led certain cadres to sake contact wi. 
Muslia officials in the sosques in Paris or elsewhere. In some cases it even 
happenec that the enterprise itself sought out the support of institutional 
Islas, or of national isles as represents by the associations, in oréer 
better to control the religious sector within tac plant. 


in ¢lifferent forms, the trege umions reactec sigilarly, seeking through the 
interpediary of precticing silitants, who might have links with sore or less 
“official® representatives of Islas in France or in their countries of origin, 
to penetrate the sector in order to lepose their countersigns there sore 
effectively. 


Im certain enterprises, there were competing efforts dy the FO (Workers 
Porce), ~me CGT (General Confederation of Labor) ané the CSL to control the 
religious sector, anc an avalanche of cGegancs for the estadlish@ent of sew 
preyer halls which the workers st the dese, if seny instences, hac sot 
requestec. in this fielé, the CPDT _Prench Desocratic Confederation of Labor) 
is the trede wumicon with the .eest “<“lerical” tehevior, which without « doudt 
sllows it, as happenec Guring the 1963 anc 1964 strikes in the autosobdile 
ingustry, to become sore effectively integratec in the comflicts Geveloping at 
the base, since the too obviously pro-islagsic sections of the other trede 
wmions pri -ome a Gegree of sistrust. 


Since industry Ciscovereé islas, it thus seeses that none of the priacipal 
protagonists usually inwolve¢ (cwners, ‘rece wilons) Seve wanted to take the 
risk of seeing those precticing this religion jois together ageinst it, such 
that esch sakes an effort to obteia if not an alliance with the Muslias. at 


least their sevutrality. 











Leagership of the Religious Sector 


Tne flexidility which the ganagement of wery differently organized enterprises 
seeas to de showing with regard to islagic Gegmancs is a part of a wery old 
tredition of using of religious ideologies by the owners. 


There was (indeed « gajor time lag Detween the period when the workers in the 
Spinning gills in the North were required to Degin the working Gay Dy reciting 
prayers) an¢ the current era in which a national workers class which is in 
great part cGe-Christianizec casts « sistrustful eye at those who practice 
celigion anc hewe coge from elsewhere to Gemand anc obtain the right to such 
practice in the workplace. The “sodern” owners of the autogodile industry of 
today Go sot have such in coggon, soreover, with the paternalistic owners of 
the textile or coal-gining industries of pestergay anc earlier. 


The fact nometheless regains that the upsurge of religiows comsiderations in 
the proguction sector can in sose way provice an opportunity, if mot to 
recreate affective comoernm om the pert of the workers with the ligitations of 
proguctiog, at least to develop « type of tacit comtractwal relations with 
thes waking it possible to avol¢c conflict and, Sy geans of a certain sumber of 
juégiciows comcessions, to extend « production systes the aberrant effects of 
which, howewer, eweryome agrees in Genowncing. HBawing Deen adle to provwice 
religious spece enables the enterprises to avolc any effect om what is for 
thes still tesic today, that is to say industrial tise conceived of anc 
Givided w as a function of the <¢ictates of production. There is so chal lenge 
on the part of the workers who are religious of the tise given to industry, to 
the bemefit of islasic tise, dut rather an adaptation of the latter to the 
forvwer. 


As Sobdert Linhert cescritec .t very well im the report om Sis experience at « 
workbench at Citroen,* with assemdly line work ome can “outwit” time. Ome can 
step uw the chaic is order to allow soge seééitionsal subsequent free sinutes. 
Arrengegests can be gaede Detween worwers or can be the subject cof negotiations 
with the lower supervisory echelons comcerning these “speedups." This allows 
the piows Muslias tc gain the § or 10 einutes they seed to go to the sosque or 
to say their prayers om « rectangle of cardboard is the workshop itsell. 


Thus esseetly line tise is sot subject to challenge, anc by eGapting it, the 
workers remaic overall gowernmec Dy .t, which ender the present conditions 
remains the final guarantee of productivity. The search for these few extre 
Sinutes of free tise thus becoses for the Nusiliaeas a forse of “jihad,” « 
consecrution of effort, dDecause it enadles thee to satisfy dDasic religiows 
obligetiogs. According to owr present isforgetion, while it has sot teen 
proves that “he work is Detter gone thanas to this systems, it is im amy case 
acknowleggec that it is sot suffering therefroe. This search for tise gains, 
sorecver, Secomes so obeessive that i* cam Gobllise the Owlk of the workers’ 
energy anc thus clvert thes frowe the cagpeigns of claias in which they are 
regularly aske¢d to paerticipete. Certain trede umilomists cogpilais that since 
the prayer halls were provicedc anc religious prectice has cevelopec in the 
enterprises, @obdilization om national slogams is Secoging ewer gore ¢ifficult, 
since the workers often spend gost of their free tige in preyer. 
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The fumctioning of Islas in inéustry has epperentiy created little conflict, 
even thowgh senegempent bas sot comcermec itself with providing close 
leacership through certain isterseciaries. While swoh « prectice was to be 
found at Taldot seweral years ago, it appears that it did not yleld good 
results, Decause the igaas uncer the comtrol of the CSL were unable to slow 
the strike gowement in 1982 an¢ were ewen forcec, at «a given sogent, to 
participate in it theaselves. It is euch sore searly an effort to ensure « 


or the “house usice,* istergeciaries. Iinterwention dy the trade 
is guch gore oDviows than that of sanagesecnt, 
seeas less effective than the benevolent ancd flexible sewtrelity precticed 


anc 

oF 

The assignment of labor posts by samagement ‘to sake it easier for the workers 

who Gesirec tises is « fore of 

the pert of the officials which the beneficiaries sust repay oy 
seems that they observe this 


; 
g8 
. 
§ 


are in¢iwidwals wminclined to agitation, and those who fast during Bagacan are 
often the focus of « certain sot entirely unselfish respect, to the extent 
thet this prectice shows abowe all am ascetic capecity which could profite?ir 
be put to use is proguction. Moreover, the iafrequency of conflicts during 
the holy gomth is soticesble. 


The image of isles is less positive when it comes to the lower-level 
supervisors who gust see to the Gally sanagement of relations with the OS and 
megotiate the allocetios of tise, which can hardly proceeé without soge 
friction. It is oe tis sisost iadividwal ilewel thet s challenge to 
ingustrial tige say Gevelop ané sight seriously ¢isturtd production. However, 
the cases reported are rether rere, because these catters can be resolved dy 
the reassier@ent of jotse anc srrengesent to 

wisidility of Islem in infustry, it Goes in fact raise soge probdless because 
of the Clecomtent it seems to create aegpong som-Muslias. A French enterprise 
official complained thet the other religioes represented st the plant are sot 
given the religiows facilities scoordged the Muslias. Sut se lapediately added 
that be ¢i¢ sot wngerstaenc why the leeigraents have 6 weeks’ paid vracetion 
ineteec of * like eweryome «else, either, anc be senmtionec that thelr Sonuses 
om ¢lemiesel are twice those givens French citisens. 


lt is mot the wieibility of Islas as swch which seeags to create « prodles, owt 
ratber the oD jective special treate@ent the iaeeigrents have Deen given, to 
which this wisildllity gay be relate¢. This would explain why the lower-level 
supervisors et em enterprise often herve « segetive view of the prayer halls, 
even when thelr relations with the workers who prectice religion say Se good. 
The fact remains thet on the somewhat bigher levels of the hierarchy, the 
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image of Isles is very positive, anc a certain valwe as a factor in social 
regulation is often attributed to it. 


Tee Sorkers anc Their Various Views of Islas 


The practice of Islas in dusiness and the official recognition of its presence 
with the provision of prayer balls are very <¢ifferently assessed by the 
workers frog the wariows Muslia countries, whether they practice religion or 
mot. “he attitudes on this lewel lend theaselves very poorly to typology. 
There is hostility to the prectice of Islam in the enterprise doth among those 
who practice religion an¢ *'hose who Go sot, and sopetises for the sase 
reasons. There are also both precticing and sonmpraecticing Muslias who are is 
favor of it. 


Those who Go mot practice religion Owt favor the provision of preyer halls anc 
the arrangement of work tise to sccogmodate certain ligitations dictated dy 
the religiows life are generally trace wmionists. In their wliew, the 
religious requiresents showl¢d be taken into account as a Gemand for 
recognition of a specific cultural identity. It is « demand to be gGealt with 
im tergs of the specific sitwation of the lamigrants, like the requirement for 
longer wacetion tise or redwoed prices om tickets for trewel to the country of 
origins. This recognition cam only be limited by the fear of eventual division 
among the workers as a whole. Thelr arguments stress abowe all the “wmity” of 
the workers class an¢ «inigise the specific religiows and cational aspects, 
while their prectical actions often tend to sake use of thes for purposes of 
sodiligation. The position here can hardly de distinguished in this 
commection from that of the French trede wice lesdéers. 


Among the trede unionists, ome also finégs « certain supber of individuals who 
practice religiog aenéd whose attitude is often oriented toward the sore 
explicit use of Islas in the efforts to mobilise the workers. Ome then sees « 
juxtaposition of the two lises of argusent. Sose pasphiets dbegia with the 
werwel parase froe the Koran: “In the sege of God, the all-serciful, the very 
serciful, etc.” and end with the trecitionsl “Allahow Aber,” tut the text is 
dbetwees is very oftes written is the prevailing trace unica jargos os the 
sudject, with exclusively anc extresely secular and prosaic costest. The 
sodiliging effects of the use of religious ‘orsulas in treége mice discourse 
¢coes ont always sees to have Deen very efficient, anc sometiges creates 
aistrust. 


Ome often finds the same arguments among those who prectice religion and those 
who Go sot when it comes to bostility toward providing religious preaises. 
Both groups think that there are sore iaportant cegands to be set first, and 
taking @ positioe thes is the reals of class struggle, they Gevelop the 
comeoept that ganagement is using this Gegancd, which costs it little, to avoid 
those which are sore of a prodles. Mowing then to the reale of Islas, doth 
groups mote that ome can prey even if «2 seaerdy pri *er Ball is sot avalladie. 


Many of those who prectice religion refuse to go to the sosque, preferring « 
rectangle of cardboard in a corser of the workshop. Others go only to hear 
the Friday sergoe. Os the whole, the use of the enterprise sosque is 
Billamcourt regains lisited, involving little gore than « fifth of the workers 
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who come frogs Muslis countries. Some sote that the wery fact of having to 
megotiate tise for visiting the mosque say create a relationship of dependence 
om the lower-level supervisors which say lead to favoring certain individuals, 
who would of allowed to go to prayers in exchange for services rendered. Some 
say that such services could even extend to spying. Others have recourse to 
arguments of a religious sort against the prectice of Isles in the enterprise. 
They sote that workers are often too dirty anc “iapwre”™ to pray, and cannot 
respect the requiresent of prior abdlutions, adding that there is sot enougy 
tige anc that praying Goes sot consist solely of carrying owt the *raka’sat,” 


Out requires entering into a holy state. 


It should be soted that it is sot always a question of individwals demganding 
Strict Islagic rigor, dut also those sho put forth ideas which could be called 
secular or “sodernist,* if sot srareligious, as to the isterpretatios of 
Islas. Claiging an excellent «.owledge of the Loran anc the “hadith,” they 
readily refer to these texts to justify interpretations which stress the 
spirit of religions sore than the letter. In these individuals, ome sees « 
substantial istegrations of the valves of the labor world which sust de 
respected and Gevelopecd, and it is srownd these themes that their opposition 
to the Islamist silitants crystallizes. 


A reference to the constraints on iggigrant life in an io¢gustrial society 
enters beavily into their wery lLideral interpretations of Islamic obligations. 
In their view, lador bas the walue of prayer. One of owr interlocetors, who 
fully espouses this “sodernist* position with regard to Islas, quotes « 
“naecitn” in which the Prophet, surprised to see « san spending almost a1) his 
tise in preyer, itoaquired adout Sis resources an¢ learned that the san was 
supportec by Bis Srother who worked very bard a5 4 woodcutter. Critical then 
of the attitude of the plows gan, be saic that the woo¢cutter was such sore 
obecient to the cogsgands of Goi than Bis ocrother who prayed. The sccusation 
of latioess an¢ parasitism against the sc-callec¢ integrist agilitants is also 
founée wery frequestiy apong those who put forth this type of argument. 
Bowever, DSellevers who are Decoging secularizte*’ saxe a great poist of 
participating is the “high points” of Muslia life, very often fasting strictly 
Guring the sconth of Bagadgan, Gespite the lisitations they point cut elsewhere 
to lightes their other odligstiocas. 


Participeticon is the industrial society is this perticularly redicel fors of 
fecteory labor bas thus hed rather profounss repercussioss in terss of the 
emergence of secular ané sodernist isterpretations of Islas. If cme cannot 
say thet those who take this positions sake up the sajority of the workers 
iowolwed, the fection they Go represent seems likely to Gevelop Seceuse of its 
capecity to adapt to the comcrete coméitions of life in tasigrest societies. 
It t@us seees that Susinsess bas little to fear frowe isles is teres of « 
retical challenge, an¢ that withowt even Saving to isterwene extensively, it 
meec only let Islam play its role as « social regulator. 











FOOTSOTES 


1. Jean-Paul ge Gaudemar, “Order an¢ Production,* Dumod, Paris, 1962, p 76. 


2. J. 5. Gareche, "6 Petrwary '93}--Explosice is Workshop 17,* in SEVUE 
D*HISTOIRE DES USINES SENAULT,. report oy Bemeult Brothers to the Baticnal 
Renault Administration, 'Sth Year, Yol ¥, fo 28, Jume 1984. 


3. Ge this subject, see Laurent Marty, “Sing To Survwive--#orkers’ Culture, 
Labor and Technology in the Textile Industry,” Sowdaiz 1850-1914, 
Leo Lagrange Publications. 


*% Sodert Linhart, “The Work Bench,” Editions ge Miauit (Midsniget 
Publications), 1975. 


5. The “*reka’a”™ (the plurel is “reka*at), im the gore restricted sense, seans 
the inclination of the upper Sody, bands on the apees. This, with 
prostration, is = part of the gestures accompanying Muslis prayer. in 
the broader sense it is & compoment element im that prayer. The lengt® 
of each preyer, cepending om the Sowr of the Gay, is seasurec by the 
muster of “raka’at* involved. 
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POLITICAL FeascEe 


SPPECT OF MUSLIM UNION WORKERS IN INDUSTSI 
Paris ESPRIT in French Jum 5&5 pp 216-221 
‘article dy Toms Subai) 


\Text) We are presenting here a portion of « study in progress based on « 
series of growp and individwal isterviews with the staffing persoamel and the 
uslia OS (skilled workers) in the automodile industry. These interviews were 
comdéucted at the work sites and howsing uemits, in doth French and sArebdic. 
host 


These workers have sot succeeded in their search for am identity in the 

country. Treated as tesporery residents, they are lisited to a sarginal lifes 
anc thelr specific characteristics hav 
political anc trede umice Biersrchics. The ecomogic crisis sand technological 


; 
s 
: 
5 
é 


production jods without the hope of career a¢dvancesest. 
so¢ernization further reduces their ans 
ligited skills they are acknowledged to have. 


The greater part of *hems, of peasant origin and illiterate, mow Islam only is 
teras of the popular practices, which they have Sad to perpetuate in Sousing 
centers. These are places where various cogemgunities are coscentreted 
together, comstituting the location of choice for sgaintaining sative cultures 
anc ceveloging links with the hoge countries. We can state, at the current 
stage in ow study, that isles as «@ religious belief and practice has slways 
been presen. in industry in warious forgs, seen as a factor in sobdilisation dy 
some, & spiritual refuge by others, or again a5 & revolutionary ideology. it 
offers to each individwal what he expects of it. With low wisidility prior to 
1975, Islam has sever ceased to assert its presence through the specific 
religious pregises won through struggle dy the Muslia workers, who have 
atteagpted to adapt their practices to the requiregents of technological 
production. ! 


Although these workers are all aware of Delonging to the "“Ueaga,” the community 


of beliewers, we found different attitudes as to the daily experience of Islas 
in industry which, classified in three groups, we will try to describe. 
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The Trade Unionists’ isla 


Im the autogodile plant in the Paris region in which we pursued our study, the 
Muslia ita@a@igraents sre heavily represented ir all of the trade unica 
organizations, in particular the COT (General Confederation of Labor) and the 
CPOT (fremch Degocratic Confederation of Labor). They occugy isportant posts 
therein, a5 personnel and/or trede union representatives aad senders of thg 
enterprise committee, anc some Save wom fame Seyord the gates of the factory. 


we found « certain sumber of COT seabers who did sot practice religion. They 
supported the specific demands of the Muslia workers, i.¢., the provision of 
prayer Salls, replacegent om the asseadly lise of those who go to pray, 
facilitation of the schecules an¢ labor sites of isags, aad recognition of 
religiows Soli¢gays. These trace unionists who do sot pursue religious 
practices were sotlvated by time desire to sake of the sosques a focus for 
@Bodilization capable of strengtheniag cogegunity comesions, aad through it 
cultural identity, on the ome hand, and the legitiaacy of trede union activity 
im the eyes of the Muslias, on the other. 


Accorting to ome trede union lieder at am sutomodile enterprise, there Save is 
the past 5 pears Seen 22 Sowrs of strimes for the satisfaction of this type of 
¢eganc in & workshop with sore than 2,000 workers, the sajority of thes 
Muslias. For these trade univumists wh go sot prectice their religion, Islas 
is abowe all «a form of cultural identity and « sodel cf en egalitarian, indeed 
even socialist, society, and thus « factor is progress. Sonetheless, they 
fear that the prayer Sells say cot serve the purposes for which they were 
establishec. They suspect saragement of wanting to sanipulate certain workers 
serving a5 images with @ law to gomesticating Islam, and they are concerned 
adout “istegrist*® efforts whlcem would sake the sosques 4 rostrua for anti- 
trege unionist propaganda. 


Im this commection, in the plant where we pursued our study, the CGT Sas 
estadlishec a “sosque group” sace up cf isass dDelonmging to or syspathizing 
with the COT, supervised Sy leaders who practice their religion, is order to 
safeguar< the sosques frog any “deviation.” The trade unionists voiced their 
Dittermess om soting ‘hat ‘the workers prefer prayer to trede umicne seet ings. 
Some fear that the Muslisa workers say organize themselves 45 a5 sutonosous 
force. Sut this will sot Sappen owernight, given the presence of powerful 
trede union organizations in this isdustry. 


The trace umiosists who ¢o sot practice religion bdellewe that they Save 
satisified their obligations to Islam dy their sillitanmt attitude as defenders 
of the specific demands of the coggunity. The sage is sot the case with the 
nonunion segbers who ¢o cot prectice religion, whose secular Sefericr say Se 
interpresec by the precticing growp of Muslias as failure to show solicarity 
with the rules of the "Ueea.” Sogetiaes they even feel guilty of « fore of 
viclation of their community cdligsticas. 











The Islas of Those Who Practice Their Seligion 


im the eyes of some of these, since the prayer ball is a special and holy 
place removed frog the profane world of the workshop, it canmot be used at the 
center for disseminating trace union inforgation and aust not slide toward 
autonogay with regard to the political and trade union issues. The Musiiss 
regarc the prayer area as 4 spiritual place reserved for religious practices. 
fowever, 'O years after the estadlisnhaent of the first enterprise sosques, 
oteers who practice religion still comtinue to say their prayers at the labor 
sites, without feeling the seed for a special religious place. They even say 
that the Muslias showld sot segotiate with the enterprise for the 
estadlish@ent of sosque sites in the plant, decause it is an illicit act for a 
“uslia to ask 4 scon-Muslia for permission to pray. 


lt seess that ome can classify the various nationalities according to the 
lewel of their religious practice in the following decreasing order: Africans 
from south of the Sahara, Moroccans, Tumisians and Algerians. Sut bsecause of 
the large sumbder of Moroccans egployed in the autogodile industry, they 
represent the gost “visible” group practicing religion. Prior to the 
e@stadlismh@ent of areas reserved for religion, they used their free tise to 
pray sear the asseadly lines. Depending om teas seabdership, they have two 
>res«s of 10-15 sinutes each distributed during the labor day, and one 40- 
minute dreak at soon. At certain jobs om the assembly line, 410 additional 
Binutes can de gained if the rhythe is speeded up a littie. Sut sost of the 
production workers (the sew sage for the OS) are tied to the line and cannot 
leave it without affecting production, in particular those in soge of the «ey 
posts where any adsence requires 4 replacegent. 


The gajority of the Muslia workers are thus comtent to continue their habitual 
prectloes as they pursued thes in their Soge countries, while they also try a2 
#¢.. a5 they can to observe the prayer requiregents and to respect Sasadan. 
For the gost part, they have only very ligited knowledge of the Koran and the 
“hacitn,* and they show particular respect for and attention to the “literate” 
Musiias, who can thus rather quickly assume a leading role. in fact, the 
provision of prayer halls allowed the institutionalization of the leadership 
of a certain sumber of igags chosen Sy the coggunity to deliver sergons anc 


leac prayer. 


im the workshop where we purswed our study, the prayer room provided several 
yeers ago is used by &@ goodly sumbder of workers, particularly the older ones. 
Management has 4150 allowed those practicing religion to use a training roos 
adjacent to the sosque, which enables the faithful to attend collective 
prayers anc the Friday sergon in rather large numbers.’ The isa at this 
prayer ball is an OS who has worked on the assembly line for '5 years. Since 
1982, following a aumsber of requests fros the trade union, sanagesent 
trensferrec his to 4s perwanent post enabling Sis to carry out his religious 
responsi bilities. 


This ig@aa degins Sis serson at 1:45 pe, while in the prayer hall of another 
workshop, the sergon begins at 3:55 pa. Tis tige difference allows those 
practicing religion to attend the sosque they prefer to hear the serson of 
their choice, lasting between a quarter of an hour and a half an hour. A 
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certain suber of workshop gags obtain written “khutba” (sersons) fros 
Islagic associations. The igam to whom we listened said that for his part he 
prepares his sergons Dy compiling suras frogs the foran and the “haditn” of ‘he 
Prophet. in his speeches we sotec the following themes: the hope of the 
afterlife, a description of the Muslisa paradise, the value of labor, cogmunity 
cohesion, solidarity, good works and the role of the “sakat™ (legal 4las--one 
of the five pillars of Islas). The stress was placed above all on patience 
anc courage to owercogme daily difficulties while awaiting a detter world. 


is well sccepted by the various partners involved. The COT regards 

as ome of its own and the officials regard his as a very “proper” worker. 
sergoms are cot however the umanigous preference of the Muslias practicing 
im Bis workshop. Some prefer to visit the religious areas of 

other workshops where the sergons are clearly gore politically oriented anc 


At the present stage of this study, we cannot as yet assess the oreadth of 
this faction precisely. However, the fears expressed Dy the representatives 
of varleuws groups, whether or not they are trade union seabders or practice 
their religion, confirm that the religious revival and certain disappointasents 
with the trade unions have sade 4 portion of the lagigrants gore sensitive to 
the arguments of the islagist silitants. 


One of thes told us of his religious conduct since joining the enterprise. 
"Arriving in France in 1960 as a packer in the autogobdile industry, | 
practiced sy religion first of all om the basis of sy experience in the 
village, without strict odservance of the requiregents, for lack of 4 deeper 
knowledge of Islas. I prayec where | was, once or twice a day, isolating 
myself as dest I could. At the center, everyone did the sage at that tise. 
In 1966, I experienced a revelation. Muslias came tc see se and they 
explained to ge the seaning of the "pillars of Islas” and the requiresgents of 
strict practice. They asked for an¢ got an allocation of sosque space at the 
center where [ lived, and they even covered the cost of furnishing it. Then 
they invited us there to pray. I saic to syself these are real Musliss! 
Since then I have trusted thes, followed thes and listened to thea. I have 
reviewed ay knowledge of religious practice, learned Arabic, and when they 
askec se to join their association, [| agreed. My determination to respect the 
five prayers and to serve a5 am example to sy colleagues at work has given se 
quite a bit of trouble with the hierarchy. In the end, | undertook an 
individual j-day strike, and thanks to the support of a French trade union 
mseaber, I was able to pray without Seing disturtded. Around about 1975, when 
the degands of those practicing religion becage sassive, we collected 
signatures for a petition for the provision of a sosque at the factory, and we 
wom. Finally, thanks to sy detergination, | was transferred to an easier jod 
which allowed ge to be free for an hour and a half on Friday afternoon so that 
I can go and listen to the serson of sy choice. [ have decose 4 “had j* 
(pilgria), and [I have wade the trip to Mecca six tises.” 


The “conversion” of this worker to ailitancy is the typice. result of the 
activities of the sovegents close to the Muslia Srothers in leadership of the 
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igssgigrants. One of their sesbders, whos we set in an iggigrant center, 
explainec their procedure to us. They go frog center to center in sultiethnic 
groups om campaigns lasting several days to talk with Musligs anc lead thes 
toward the “true practices." According to this silitant, “there are Musiis 
Brothers sore or less everywhere today, and it is thanks to owr sincerity anc 
our dedication that we nave achievec such success, for we apply what we say. 
we all work to return the cogmg@unity to the right path. we have our sethocs 
for attracting Musligs into our ranks. Our guides recogsgend that we sever try 
in any way to igpose om people. Patience is seeded. They suggest to us that 
we establish friendly relations, pay visits to Musligas, anc if they live with 
their families, offer thes gifts and invite thes to our hoses. And when ve 
see that they are deginning to listen to us, we invite thes ‘to coge to prayer 
with us in our sosques. When an .adividual dbecoges truly sotivatec, we 
suggest that be go with us to seet new scéherents. I. am satisfied with ay 
actions, decause [ Selieve that God created us for nis adoration.” 


The Islamist silitants criticize the trade unions for their iack of 
combativity, arguing that it is secessary to De courageous anc show solidarity 
and have faith in order to struggle efficiently. Soge of thes, in order to 
separate themselves Setter ‘frog the trade umionis.s, pretend to de Shiites anc 
proclais that Islam should reject secular political debate and ars itsel’ with 
faith in order better to serve the Muslis cause. Although such groups sees 
currentiy to de such in the sinority in the industrial context, the 
possibility that the igsgigrants sight be won Sack Dy an automogous [slam is 4 
source of worry to the trade umions, and to a lesser extent, tc the 


supervisory staff. 


Relations Setween Musligs and Non-Muslis 


Due to the distribdution of sationalities dy vocational categories, these 
relations zre superigposed in practice on the relations between workers and 
sanageg@ent personnel. It is frog this point of view that we will discuss thes 
nere. 


Im some plants, sanagegwent saw it as necessary, DSeginaing in ‘S75, to 
encourage religious practices, understending that the legitigacy derived fros 
the Muslia religion represented ia isportant force. In soge cases, 
consciousness-raising courses concerning [slam anc the Arad-Muslis culture 
were organized. M“Managegent also agreec to provide sosque space in sany 
places, and to facilitate the work shedules of the OS who had dbecose isass. 
Its desire was in fact to create intergedciaries between sanagegent anc the 
Muslis comgunity, and the igamgs seemed to provide the best links for doing 50. 


With thet as 4 Oasis, the trade unions anc sanageswent proceeded to vie for 
control of the religious sector. Apart fror tnis “policy® of control, 
comceived anc organized dy higher sanagement, there are the Gsaily relations 
between the cadres, supervisory personnel who are scot Muslias, and the Muslis 
workers. The latter have a view of Islas which does not reflect the sage 
serenity as the concepts formulated by the thirkers in sanagement. The views 
of these "field" supervisors, who are in daily contact with the Muslias, 
reveal a certain seasure of respect in some cases, and definite irritation in 
others. 








Some regard islam as 4 civilization, just as Jugaco-Christianity is « 
Civilization, sccording it a coggunity spiritual valve which emphasizes the 
Spirit of soiidarity. in their eyes, the sajority of those who practice 
religion are honest workers, Dut there is 4 sinority using religious prectices 
to escape assesdly line work. They call the latter ‘alse bdellevers, anc 
Deliewe that their behavior does Sars to the isgage of Islas. They would _lxe 
te be comscled by the idyllic concept they have of the practicing Muslisa ss « 
Gocile worker. 


Others are content to nope that the Muslis practice of the workers in 
enterprises will continue to cause as little fisturtdenmce as vossible, and they 
therefore try to represent thegselves as plural)sts respectful of differences. 
But while they avoid saking a value judgment asd all of thes express concern 
for the welfare of their OS, they cannot help Sut see the Muslis religion as 
too ligiting, and they delieve that practicing Musligs should adapt to the 
coméitions and the realities in the host country. 


And finally others, is particular shop foresen, who are directly in contac® 
with practicing Muslias, have <ifficulty in getting their teags to work and 
are constantly required to sake arrangements enabling the practicing Mus.iss 
to go to prayer, while saintaining production om the assembly line. 


POOTHCTES 


1. See preceding article dy Jacques Sarocu. 


2. Am immigrant leader is chosen dy the union on the Sasis of these criteria: 
he gust Se respected and courageous and sust speak French and, i: 
possible, de able to read and write. Sut at the same time, responsidil ity 
is given iamigrents who show 4 ‘alent for sobdilization or hare charismatic 


personalities. 


3. At ome Priday prayer session, we estimated the sumber of the faith’ul at 
about 50. Others were turned away for lack of space. 


5157 
cso: 3519/275 








POLITICAL PRANCE 


POLITICAL EFFECT OF MJSLIM LABOR PRESENCE 

Paris ESPRIT in French Jum 85 pp 222-231 

larticle Dy Catherine Wihtol Ge Wengen: “Is a Political Force Smerging?") 
(Text) Muslis Iemsigrant Conflicts i: Business 


The i@eigrants, who still in gany respects lack legitigacy in the French 
political space, are nonetheless an integral component of owr society. This 
phenomenon, which has become algost irrewersible, upsets the classic rules of 
the politica. game anc the cultural and ideological consensus which underlies 
it. The iemgigrent population, as it ciwersifies (there are ever fewer workers 
anc “oreigners, in the strict sense, within it), gust recgefine its place in 
French society ~hile sigsultaneously contributing to the cevwelopment of the 
alreacy sompewhet erogec underlying sytns of the national community, in order 


to be acceptec. 


This is a difficult task, for as it has settlec perganently in France, the 
igeigrant population has substantially plurealizec its forms of expression in 
the cities, without however being willing to pay the price of inclusion in the 
political community, that is to say sedoption of the dGoginant cultural sode! 
anc the relegation of the religious beliefs cictating its gsode of living to 
the reals of private life. The religious factor, which, as experiencec, 
Gistinguishes the current ia@igrant population fros all of the waves which 
prececgec it, is one of the stusbling blocks. in France, isles was not 
extericorizcec it the sigrant environgsent unti. such tise as the issigrants 
becagwse persuacec that they were going to remain. Previously, the Muslias 
experiencec islas in « sheepish way which hed nothing ‘or little) to do with 
the French social, cultursl or political space. 


The Musiie igeigrant comflicts in industry say perhaps in this regard 
represent a prise area for the clash between an aging component mace up of 
igsigrants deriving *™e legitigacy for their existence anc expression in 
Prance frogs their lasor anc the factory, anc the esergence of islas as 4 
factor in sobilizgation, which coses up against the French political sodel, 
although Islet has been very little expressed curing the conflicts. 








The Political Positice 


1. This is, if appears, af original form of “tramsitice to politics,” falling 
both within the ol¢ order enc withic the sew forms of the foreign presence in 
France. The comflicts of the Musliea iesigrasts is tusiness, anc sore 
specifically in the eutogodile industry, retain froe the ol¢ order the labor 
aspect (although the sajority of tne first generatiog iesigrents io France 
from the Maghret, 22 is the case here, are mot the produ’ “f the workers 
class). Despite the Gecline seen in certain sectors, iggigrants still sccount 
for gore than § percent of all the wage earners is France. Of the iae@igrent 
workers, 54 percent are laborers (34 percent of thes being OS (ski lilec 
workers), according to the 1952 census, as compared to “0 percent in the ‘975 
census, anc 37 percent OD _segsiprofeasionsal workers) in ‘962, as cogparec to 
26 percent im '975). This is « somewhat older labor force, wow in the process 
of aging (63 percent of the igegigrant wanpower is comcentrated in the 25-54 
age category, as comgperedc to 75 percent of the total French ané foreign 
manpower), anc is a work force #t grips with the probdlegs of redeployment anc 
oweregploysent in sectors with particular visibility in the treditiona, 
aythology of worser employment 25 percent of the isgigrent wage earners work 
in the autosodile industry). 


The comflicts in inéustry is which the iasigrants are protagonists icither 
imitiating or participating ic thes) also retains fros the ol¢é order the 
parenthetical status of the iesigraent identity. Although the recent strixes 
at Taldot-Poissy anc Citroen showec the public that the workers class in 
Prance is now largcly sizec, sany of the struggles ¢i¢c not appear to be 
‘aseigraent struggles, dSecause Doth French anc igeigrant workers were 
interginglec therein. The demands (desire for dignity. oppcsition to the OS 
living conditions. jod security), sosetises interpreted as an assertion of 
senbership in the workers class, are gore typical of the OS situation than any 
apecific immigrent status with the exception perhaps of annual vacations). 


what appears tc Se sew, of the other hand, is the atypical sature of the 
cveflicts as comp.rec to others in which the igeigrents played a sajority 
role: “savage” struggles with regarc to Gaily life (against expulsion fros 
their housing anc against the clangestine stetus), sectorial cagspeigns 
\Striges by the occupants of Sousing centers, subway workers anc street 
sveepers), struggles characterizes dy the “politicigation of nonpolitical 
aspects,” linkec to «6 greet extent with the internsligation of the politica! 
neutrality requiregsent iaposec on foreigners, anc struggles of protest anc 
challenge in which any reference to tse religious aspect was lacking, enc 
which ¢i¢ mot inwolwe the arvas of demand cherecteristicalliy used by French 
citisens--the trece wmiice anc .abor sectors. 


Here the worker status seegs to owerrice that of the foreigner, although this 
is mot to say oue can reduce the conflicts in the auto@sobdile industry to class 
conflicts. Because of their SOreecth, they hawe expandec teyous the sergine) 
ares to which the first conflicts were ligited, ané in teres of scope, they 
Gevelopec as fore than enterprise conflicts, to the extent that the iggigrants 
sees to Gave galnec sope automogy in sobllizaticn, partially escaping from ‘hk 
comtrol of their countries of origin is teres of political participation, anc 








mo longer relying wholly os the tredge wiocas for the hendling of their affairs 
anc the wolcing of their interests. 


The reference to Islas in inédustry, ewen if it Goes aot create comflict and is 
mot gsentioned on the list of demanégs put forth is the course of struggies, 
seeast to suggest a Droacer Gigsension than that of the labor sector recently 
affectec by the autogotive cisputes. While at the present stage ins our study, 
we reject the integrist version of these conflicts, saic to be “sanipulatesd 
froe abroad,” which the gowerneert spokessen put forth in 1963, the very fact 
that the struggles cewelopec as no longer exclusively class conflicts’ sor 
sectorial conflicts involving foreign workers has to Go with the issue of the 
politica. regulation of the igsigrant presence in France. Thus the esergence 
of islam in industry, the treditional area for worker expression, which is sot 
howewer limited to it, hes disturded the political interplay is France. 


2. Thes the appearance of islas is inéustry, perhaps iess, sorecver, a3 4 
Systolic or instrwumenta. factor in sobdiligation than as the expression of «4 
mew form of the tggigrent presence is French society, is as 4 result situatec 
im the political field. It would be well them to ansiyse the sethods of 
transition to politics illustrat’< dy these sew forses of issigrest 
BobLlitation. Are they political? 4re they serely within political reach? 
Bow Go they fit into the development, or rether the range of the iasuigrants’ 
gsethocs, of political expression (since they Go sot follow a costinuous 
progression in their process of politicization)? How Go they sodify the 
political space of the iesigrents is France ané French political space? 


This gvestion abowt the political aspect of the social prectices odenrved in 
enterprise comflicts also leaés to « question about how the issigrants in 
ingustry structure their political action as a fumction of a body of thought 
im which religiog plays « role. 


For a long tise, the political ettitudes of t l@aigrents were analyzec 
without any reference to the Musliis religion. Does the ‘idea, quite 
wlicespreac, that the conflicts involving the lesigrants in the autosobile 
ingustry were in part devonde the control of the trade unions anc enterprise 
management suggest that the Muslig ig@eigrants have sethodés of political 
representation an¢d ways of Gesling leacing to thelr own forges of challenge, 
anc resistant to tae estabdlisheent of political anc social order in the host 
country?’ Or, on the contrary, showld this be seen as a tale full of fantasies 
which are nothing Swt settecks on the iegigrents, with the popular secularizec 
Islam of the MaghredD, abowe all is an ige@igrant situation, veing nothing Dut « 
kin¢ of "quiet force,” the “easy-going Islam™ practiced by the older workers, 
worm owt Oy ieeigretion, who seek to odtein religious presises anc, through 4 
return tc preyer,. to retreet isto « com@unity which tenés to recreate & 
femily. clan anmé willage atecephere in « universe of anonymity, excluding the 
outer social sector end the attacks which derive froe it. 


More Droecly. cam ome assume that islag is today, for the immigrants, « set 
of entering into politics, aené thet secause of their quasi-definitive 
settlement. we are seeing the negotiation of « new fore of relations defining 
the waluer with which the Muslis iasigrest cogmunities will enter into the 
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3%. Isewes leading to the questions as to how religious practices of « 
collective ¢disensioe ané political in scope say de incorporated in the sew 
forms of relations with the secular state. Goth in Susiness anc in the state 
apperetus, the strategies of ewasion an¢ automoey pertaining to the 
subordinate social groupe and incivicwals is their “transition to politics”® 
are mot infinite, either in space or in tise.) This is ewen sore true since 
the symbolic trump which control of lamgigretion represents ‘or a nation-state 
is crisis leads it te try to show the public very speedily thet ic this 
commection it retains control of the cGefinition of its political spece. The 
Islaz “transplantec™ into our secularises techmical an¢ inéustrial society, 
which has freed itself froe « certain secrec aspect is order to exlel a5 such, 
Challenges the state secularity which Ses Seen regarded a5 progress anc hes 
inwolwed¢ giving the religious, political an¢ social reales « jurid¢ical anc 
political form. Seligiows wisidility is « ninégramce, sbowe all when religion, 
culture an¢ politics are ¢ifferentiatec. There is here, for the French state, 
® cultural production to be reworwec, « sew comsensus to be Gefinec with the 
emergence of the cally temigrent Isles, «8 am apprenticesmip for “living 
tegether.” This in ose of the future truaps for our satioa-state, even if 
Islam is delng seculerizce¢ in the lLeeigrest situation. 


Swillec lamigrant Wormer Comflicts at Beneult 


These questions were taken wp in the flel¢c om the Dasis of @ Gowble approect, 
political amd anthropological, to the comflicte involving iasigrest OS which 
have Gevelopec since '98' at the Benault plants is Billamcowrt. #ith this 
Study half-completes, it is sot yet poesitble to qrecent Gefinitive results, 
but omly to propose sose guidelines for reflectica. 


Fifty or so interviews in Gepth were bel¢ with sanagement personne!,”© the 
staf?’ of Deperte@ent 74 \sanagegent, supervisory staf!’ an¢ workshop foremes at 
lle Seguin. se@bers of trece wmions anc iapigrent Leaders who playec «4 notable 
pert in the conflicts. These interviews were preceded dy Gocumentation wore 
with the “social enviromsent” cell of the DCPRS (Central Fersonmme! anc Social 
Relations Office for the Renault Pactories) (‘flles, internal reports). 


The choice of Department 74 at the Billancourt plant was tesec on its position 
as @ serve center with regarc to the conflicts imwolwing iegeigrest 5. 
Because of its nearness to the heaecquarters, representing am iaportent 
ganpower sass for the central trecde uwumion representatives active there, anc 
the gythical aspect of lle Seguin, anc sore troedly, BSillamcourt itself, “tne 
tesicrents’ fa tory” serves as « gauge of the heat of comsflict ("whens 
Billamcourt sneezes, France catches colé"). Oepaertsent “4, which includes « 
number of workshops (leather work, sechenics, painting, finishing anc 
celivery) was chosen because of its heavy iaeigrant compoment (5° percent, 
with a gajority froe the Maghred, owt of « total recently reduced from 4,000 
to 2,600 individuals), decause of its cosbetivity, dSot® latest anc evicent 
(comflict is regarded as pergwanent there), Seceuse of its history prececing 
that of other sectors in islagic prectice (the first prayer hell was provicec 
is Departeent 74 in '977), ami decause of its cosbdiastiocn of ol¢ ant new 
s.2thods of productioe aad labor orgenizatios (sose OS “becked isto” the 
eaterprise in 1974, >eing transferred from sachize or irdividusal ots tc find 
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thegselves “chaloced” to the assembly line om the “Island of the Dewill"; semi- 
avtomogous workshops were established for the sealing process in '979; anc 
conversion to robots is rather well slong for the painting process, and is 


reising the question of owerstaffing and comversicon). 


The peloting workshop, where we sade a core cetallec study, represents « 
strategic site here, one often choses dy the trace union leagers when “they 
wast to So something spectacular,” for this sector is crucial to proéuction 
‘oO wemicles lLeawe Departeent 74 ewery Gay) anc has often Seen at the source 
of comflicts dgeweloping in the other workshops or Gepertsents. The peinters 
are ‘he Gost cogdetive worwers, in particular those working with sprey gums 
.100 owt of $00 peisters). They are a ckiad of “state within a state” 
comstituting @ Sloc with grest solicarity which is relatively cohesive in the 
eveat of cosflict (their work riythse is different fros that of the otters, 
wlth ome half-hour work cession ewery bowr anc a half). There is « certain 
professionslise ic that sector ("Ome cannot substitute just anyone for «4 
paister"). Ia the paisat shop, the “P2° is a traditional demand, the trade 
union representatives (of the COT in particular’) are wery active, an¢ a sense 
of Delomging to a Body develops. Finally, the combative sature of the 
painters is set forth here, doth is the arguments of the cadres and those of 
the trede umioas, as the explanstion for the increasing use of robots is this 
sector. 


'. @et is meant oy lamigrant conflicts at Benault? 


a) The gefinitioe of coeflict ia itself is rather flexible. Conflict is 
reacily isterpretec, dy the various interlocutors, a3 4s cogpoment elesent in 
the Gymamics of the enterprise, <seperteent or workshop. There are conflicts 
every Gay, coe strize after amother, anc ome is always in comflict, just about 
to be or just heaving been. In view of this accepting attitude toward conflict 
against this dDeckground of central ané constant segotiations, it sosetises 
seems difficult to establish whether ome is in conflict or between conflicts, 
necause: 


--There are different criteria for asserting that coeflict exists. A work 
stoppage is mo* secessarily the criterion, sor is the sature of the ceganc or 
whether it is negotiable or mot. Even when there is a consensus as to the 
existence of conflict, estedlishing its beginning or end say sosetises de 
costrowersial; anc 


--There are cosflicts which are discussed ané those which are sot. At 
Renault, the bDeroeeter for the social ate@osphere in French inégustry and the 
wythical sodel of excellent cvuordination with the organizations representing 
the personnel, this is s political gsatter. Sose conflicts in “the leading 
theater is France,” as Pierre Dreyfus put it, are settled through the 
intergseciary of the sinisterial cabinet (war of copmumiques), and it is often 
the wecia and the external political situation which detergine whether «a 
conflict exists, depending on whether the interests of the various perties 
saenegesent, unions, press, governgent) are servec by ciscussion of the 
coeflict or sot. Politics end the sedia are two factors in the cefinition of 
comflict ané the wey in which it is perceived outside the sector which are not 


neg ligibdle. 














More generally, a Gefinmition is estadlishec by the owners and the wiions, «a5 
imteriocutors, on the basis of the extent of the cosflict. They <cistianguis® 
between gajor conflicts, reported by the sedia, and spall omes, which occur in 
everyday life. Sut this approach is in itself only approziagate, Secause 1 
Gefinition, the scope, the ¢Guration aad the iatenasity of conflicts «are 
wodulates by the picture of Renault ooe wants to present to the outsié¢e world. 
If a strike is knows to exist, it is the reputations of the “house® which is 
Gealt a Slow, and those who Geciée to ammounce that conflict exists or sot «re 
“ften comvinced that telling the truth ¢oes sot per. 


b>) It is another satter to establish what is seant by isseigrant conflicts. 
Can ome speak of specificity? Seginning in 1981, the press has focused 
attestion on conflicts is the autogsotive industry, using the phrases “another 
May 1966 in the factories,” and “a test for the governsest,* inflating the 
specific igmgigrant aspect anc presenting these struggles a5 4 sew generation 
of cosflicts which, as compared to the earlier sectorial struggles, sre 
accompanies oy 2 sore general orientes <cirect’ against the owners, 
with specific aspirations ("aigaity"®). 


Is there specificity ia the fores of sobilization? In the sedia, there has 
been talk of comspicuocus, atypical struggles, sore in the sature of a resection 
than assertion, indeed of savage, wilawful, splintered ané viclent conflicts 
éuring the spring of 1982 involving unions overrun by the igsigrant >as- 
(Plias, 1962), dut sot depending solely on thes, in the general context of « 
reéuction in the tendency towaré conflict? ‘- the enterprises. Others see 
Gifferences in the Gevelopeent of the sigratory structure, Selliewing ‘oat ve 
are Gealing with sew iggigrants, sore combative in inclination anc gore 
iavolved than was the case is the pest in the life of the enterprise, 
resulting in the upsurge of a Dase which was present Dut silent heretofore, 
anc which gerely lookec om when the plants were occupied. 


Is there specificity because iasigrants are involved? This other thesis, 
which defines iasigrant conflicts as those in which the gajority of the 
workers involwe¢ are itamigrants, relies on the contrary on a sosewhat cated 
view of the waves of iamigrants, delieved to have cose for strictly eccmogic 
reasons, to de uniaclined towar4 integration and oriented toward their 
countries of origis. Emphasis is placeéd on the sagic of the spoken as 
compared to the written word for this often illiterate population, on its 
excessive vulnerability to possible racis#e on the part cf the “bosses,” co the 
factors involving individual developgeent (persomal sense of injustice) rather 
than collective demgancs (wages anc classificatioas), om the fatalisn, passivity 
and relative ease of influencing the issigraests when sobilizing thes ia 
certain degree of abdsenteeisa is noted by the supervisors before «4 clash 
Gevelops, as if the workers desire to avoid it or escape possibdie pressure 
froe work cogrades), on the sore lisited attachgent to and integration in the 
enterprise when foreigners sre involved, on the fact that their purpose is 
cogging was tc earn soney, so that they are thus less concerned sadout 
qualitative isgprovesents (labor tise and conditions), and finally, on the fact 
that the igsigrents can “hold out” longer to extend a confiict, vecause they 
Go sot always have to support «a fasily iocally, and are characterizec by 
greater solicarity amomg theagse!ves than the Preach workers. 
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ls there specificity because the egplopees involved are OS? Those who support 
tais isterpretation stress a iad of specificity exacerbated dy the 
scceleration of Gepriwation related to the intensification of the timekeeping 
systes, an weeertais future, lack of career opportunities, very lisited 
training prospects (resulting in the cesire for dignity and recognition of the 
kpovledge aad capability of the OS), so that for iack of vocational 
acvancegest, the iam grants cegand somey. To the general probdleas of the 55, 
the igaigraents also a¢¢ soge special cemandcs (fifth week of paid vacation 
linked with the Bolidays, ai¢ is returniag to and reintegration is their 
societies, housing prowicec dy the enterprise). 


Finally aen¢ gost important, specificity has Seen represented as linkec with 
the emergence of Islam in SdDusiness, & sort of “social comfusion” characterized 
by trade umion-religious leadership phenomena. Beligion is aystified, it is 
the pretext, amc an effort is gade (by the government or the press) to suggest 
a foreign plot wheredy the trede umion, owners and public authorities would be 
excludgeé or would sot have cogplete control. This is the official version 
provided by the prise sinister’? and the sinister of labor’’ for the 
— characterizing the tagigranst conflicts in January and February 
1983. 


Is their specificity in the stakes inwolved and the sethods of settlement? 
Some see it is the “tools for resolving conflicts® the iesigrants favor: 
training, returns to the hboseland, SBousiang (s sonmegotiable desand where 
Susisess is concerned, Sut one often put forth by the iesigrasts) or the 
“Lovention” of sew segotiation structures (such as the strike committee which 
was a partmer in the negotiations during the April 1962 conflicts in Flins). 
In the view of others, this specificity would lie in the sharing of roles (the 
lemigrants Go sot sake specific ¢eganéds unless there is 4 uwion which endorses 
these sesancs). 


But the specific aspect is sot found in the comflicts alome. Specific demands 
may be formulated when there is so comflict, and the enterprise say grent the 
ieeigrants specific denefits when there is so comflict. The sosques are 
perhaps the Sest exagple of this, for the practice of Islas is favored dy 
inégustry, which sees therein a seans of pacification, and to an even greater 
extent, a factor which cen regulate workshop operation (gore regular hours for 
prayer is an appropriate place, svoidance of iabor accidents, unexpected 
interruptions or the ridicule of son-Muslias, and th- presumption that “those 
sosque guys are pretty straight"). The unions, sowetiges after internal 
¢iscussion, have for their part deen willing to take religious demands (prayer 
halls, slowdows during Rasadan) isto account, in the sase «i respect for 
freecos of thought. 


2. Are there political conflicts? 


After looking into the nature of these conflicts (are they different fros 
those is wiich French citizens are in the sajor ty or for which they are 
essentially the inspiretico., in the conditions of their esergence, sethods of 
Sevelopment or settlement?), ome can examine the strategies an¢d their setnodcs 
of irscorgoretion in a political dynasic. 


i) 
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a) The strategies seen *o ce of rather sodest Sreadth anc to de the poo tect 
a Kins of comsensus on « freeze involving samagesent, waions anc (onl srests, 
SO that gatters will regain the same, thus saking of conflict «4 conservative 
element is the developgsent of industrial inamovation (one sees little 
costesplaticon of working condit.ions, the qualitative and songometary aspects, 
or eves comflicts linked with the esaploysent probles or changes in the 
sutosodile industry in commection with the tasigrant conflicts). 


Pragestis=@ dominates, Doth on the samagesent and union sides, in the method of 
handling these conflicts, Sut there is always reference to the p"eceding 
conflicts im the way they are settled. The feeling that one “proceeds Slow oy 
Slow isa tbese conflicts,” as a function of lecal realities, aad that « 
coaflict "is born, lives and dies” such that it is therefore secessary * 

avoic its Sirth, and then to let it live without letting it go de¢, dominates. 


The local sature of conflicts. For several years, sajor collective 
sodiligations have seen followed Sy sisor cosflicts, corresponding to «greater 
tactical efficiency, although the expressive capecity of conflicts has yielded 
to their instrumental ¢isensions (all that is seeded to halt an assem>ly line 
is ope work bench, a nandful of sen) and to the gesire of the cadres to svoid 
the “oil spill” phenmosence (“the sore often things can be settled locally, the 
better”). 


The strategy of little stepse--"other means of payment.” A consensus shared » 
sanagesen*t anc the strikers om the satisfaction of lamediate demants, firect.) 
expresses in teres of somey, can Se seen. The trage wions Selieve that "we 


know we cannot delay on the soney. When it comes to segotiation, only the 
language of somey counts. Then we stomewall.” The threatened sect : tc 
o}tain the highest pay possible, committed tc sass trade umicaist which sens 


froe the outsice to be oriented sDbove all toward struggle. From the po.st 

view of the cadres, an effort is sade to “divide to conquer” dy agreeing to 
“other seans of paysent* through an sccusulation of dosuses which does t 
challenge the classification schedule. The truck Ddonus established Dy 
mwanagesent during the clash with the painters in Depertesent 74 in Jenuery of 
1963 serves as an example. [It is basically « question of having exchenge 
currency at the enc of segotiations irecourse to law: court orders for 
affidavits by process servers can de used a5 @ DSlackmail factor, serving this 
purpose), within a context in which the saneuvering rooms is lisite¢ and the 


rules of the gage are known in s¢vance. 


db) The decisive turming point seeags to have Seen around 1975, rather thas 1965 
(the year of heavy recruiting anc transition to the 2 « 5), for 1985 (sic) 
marks the end of the rapi¢c turnover in igsigrant workers (after the suspension 
of the gigratory flow which degan in '975), he freezing of these workers in 
the sage jods, the increase in this population until !977 in the autonotive 
industry (for as of this date, the crisis had sot as yet touched this sector), 
greater attention on the part of the trade union sovesent to the specifi 

prodlegs of isgmigrants, anc finally an increase in awareness among ‘hese 
worgers that their settlement in Srance would de perganent. The year '35° 
serked the deginniag of an explosion of conflicts which went beyond the 


business context: anc Srowgnt «4 rather cals period om the social level '¥/5- 
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1980) to an end. These conflicts, which were political, appeared 25 such 
right away DSecause of their scope. in commection with the changes they 
represented in the isgsgigrents’ forgs of political expression (the enterprises 
are agongg the few places they can legitiaately express theaselves), their 
iscivusion as 4 political trugp in the French political debate (the solsy 
penetration of istegrist Islas in the conflicts in the autogotive industry 
aroused keen concerns ins the public, which envisioned s conspiracy plotted 
acroec), a3 well as the questions these comflicts raised a5 to the » satus of 
the igsigrents (including the fact *hat they are practicing Muslias anc of «4 
relatively older age) in French society.’¢ 


Thes the political sature of the conflicts involving the Muslia tasgigrents is 
ingustry sees to Se of a mature other than that which was very widely 
presented to the public. It is Bardly froms the istegrist approach (very 
Limited is its influence, it apoears, in iasigrant circles, in particular ins 
Sillancourt) that Islas has arrived on **= political scene. Wor ‘s it during 
the comflicts that it Ddecage political, DdDecause Islas in the enterprises 
stands aside froe comflict. It is, om the contrary and paredoxically, in its 
Gally,. peaceful ¢imension, umrelated to comflict, that it sexes itself felt in 
the workshops anc raises the isswe right there as ‘to the role of the 
lamigrests in society and in the French and secular sation state. 


At Senmault in BSillamcourt, Islas is not a demand factor “leading to conflict” 
(which does sot Bowever sean that it cannot de used a3 a sobdilizing factor). 
lt serves sore nearly a5 4 regulatory element. respectful of the law of the 
owners a5¢ scceptec as such by thes. Sut ome sdould sot envision here « sew 
version of encouragement dy the owners of religious practice like that in the 
19th ceateury, for here samagement (like the trade unions) does sot have total 
comtrol of the religious factor. islas in the enterprises is one of the paths 
for the advance of the issgigrants toward politics “at the Sottos,* to the 
extent that it ieposes an scceptance of the political space of the iamigrants 
in Frenmce om the French political space. 


FOOTMOTES 


\. See AdDdelwalex Salad, “State, Nation anc lamigration--The National Order 
Put to the Test of Immigration,” PEUPLES MEDITERBANEENS, Wo 27-26, April- 


September 1964, pp 187-205. 


2. See SANS PRONTIERE, "“uslias in Prance--The Quiet Force,” Ho 34, March 
1964. p 5. 


3. See Jean-Francois Bayart, “Homage to the Queen--Popular Methods of 
Political Action in Authoritarian Situations,* ESPR2IT, June 1984. 


5. See Felice Dassetto, *'slas Trausplanted,.* EPO, 200 pp, Albert Bastenier, 
1984. 


>. "mmigrants account for about '7 percent of the sadsinistration’s 
personmel. As of 3! December 1983, the Senault Administration employec 
17,152 individwals of foreign sationality, the largest sunters being 
Moroccans (5,847), Algerians (1,619), Tumisians (839), Spaniards (535), 
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Italians (57S), amc Tugoslavs (497). The foreign employees work sDove 
all in the establishments is Sillamcourt and Flins (adouwt 7,000 in each), 
are older, om the average, ‘than the French employees (Algerians anc 
Spaniards, 4}; Moroccans and Tunisians, 42; Portuguese, ower 40) anc 
“ave work dome om average sDouwt ‘the same length of time as the French 
employees .'3.7 years). 


The DCPES _Central Persomme!l and Social @elations Office for the Senault 
Pactories). 


Im the last elections for representatives of the persommel, Seld om '7 

January ‘985, the COT gained in seats Sut lost im votes: 77 percent of 
the wotes, a5 comgpered to 65 percent in 1964, or 39 COT personmme! repre- 
sentatives as compared to six from the CFDT [French Democratic Confedere- 
tion of Labor) for Departaent 74. 


See Floriane Benoit, “The Springtise of Dignity,” Editions Sociales, 
Paris, 1982. 


Om tme decline in the level of comflict in industry, see DOSSIERS 
STATISTIQUES OU TRAVAIL ET OE L*EMPLOI, Nos 3 and 4, Jume 1964, Studies 
anc Statistics Departgent, Ministry of Social Affairs, and also the 1954 
Report of the ILO [International Labor Organization). 


See LE MONDE, |! Fetruary “363. Om the subject of tme comflicts at 
Renault, Pierre Mauroy stated on 27 January that the iasigrent workers 
“are being educated Dy religiows smd political growps which adopt 
positions om the Dasis of criteria having little to do with the socla. 
realities in France.” 


IDi¢c. Jean Aurowx said: “There is odwiowsly a religious anc istegrist 
factor in the conflicts we have experience¢, which gives them an aspec* 
which is sot exclusively *rede umionist. That having Seen said, we are 
situated in « secular state, and we do indsed intend that things should 
regain this way. I would oppose the institutionalization of «any 
religion whatsoever within the workplace. I a8 opposed to religion in 
Susiness enterprise ‘ust as | am opposed to politics there.” 


See Catherine de Wenden, “The lamigrents, a Political Factor,” LES THE?S 
MODERNES, Special Isswe om Immigration frog the Maghred, March/April /May 
1964, and "Making Good Political Use of the Iamigrants,* PROJET. January 
1965. 
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COMMENTARY ON INDUSTRIAL STUDIES 
Paris ESP@IT in French Jum 85 pp 232-236 
(article: ‘Islamic Tise and Industrial Tise*®) 


(Text) Alain Lamecelot: First of all, it clearly appears that the phenomeson 
we are discussing today did not Segis in 1962-83, dut should ~e placed ins 
longer historic sequence, 4m understanding of wiich sight de very 
enlightening. Whether it is a question of housing, workers’ centers or the 
enterprises, historical analysis represents an indispensable prelisinary. 


Secondly, the phenogeron we are studying today provides an opportunity to 
evaluate the interplay of the sajorities and the minorities, as always in 
politics. In the view of Catherine de ¥enden, the phenomenon does sot have 
wainly to go vith Muslis integrisa. Sut other writers have, on the contrary, 
stressed the role the ginorities (related to the Muslia Srothers), whose 
strategy canmot bce ignored, say play bere or there. It would de well to keep 
in gird both of these aspects of the probdles, each of which contains its 
truth. 


My last coggent has to go with cultural cross-bdreediug. The Islas of the 
immigrants falls within a wery distinctive cultural environment. [It coges up 
against the workers culture, the industrial cu ture and the French culture. 
And even when the [Islagic degend is very forceful, it will de necessary to 
geal with the surroundizg culture, to find a certain point of Salance Setween 
the assertion or safeguarding of an identity and sixture with a very limiting 
foreign culture. We have very clearly seen this in discussing the attitudes 
toward work, industrial tige and the consecration of labor. This cross- 
wireeding cammot fail to Save repercussions om the political attitudes of the 
imeigrents in France, and gowdtless in their countries of origin. 


Jacqueline Costa-Lascouz: The data which are beginning <o be gathered on 
Islagw in industry, the Islam of the “Dasegent sosques,” requires contesplation 
frog@ vwarious viewpoints. Seligion in the workshops and the HL™ (low-cost 
housirg) units, with the diversity of its cultural and political aspects, is 4 
far cry frog the Islas of the distinguished Islagologists, and assuredly sore 





® These are oral statements sade subsequent to the preceding three erticles. 
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cogplexz than silitant Islas. When one odserves what is tappening in tre 
autosobdile industry, a Sasic question coges to the fore: Is isianz in “he 
labor sector intrinsically a factcr in sobdilization, or is ‘= rather a forms of 
expression, a different language with which to support the ¢decan¢ts wric™ o- 
@ Singu.ar resemt®Dlance to those of the other workers? 


There is so approach possible to this first level without questioning the 
meaning of the emergence of the religious aspect in the Ddusiness world. 
Sesearch has provided the factors for interpretation, which the society in the 
resicgential sector, the trade unions and the owners groups have sot in all 
cases wanted to comsider. For example, islam is represented a5 the reconquest 
of autonomy and dignity dy certain iasgigrant cogseaunities. [It cannot de 
comceived without comsidering ‘the wealth of community practices wherein the 
cultural and theological aspects are cultural vehicles and vectors of 
identity. Islas, decause of its sysbdolic and holy sature, legitisizes 
ieeigration for work purposes, which is regarded as a jinad. A return to the 
law, to values one dares assert and affirs, so that the residential society 
will recognize thes as such, is occurring. Through Islas, exile and sigration 
for work purposes are legitiaized and lead to degands. Sut is it solely the 
desire for a certain dignity aad cpportunity for community practice, or is it, 
going Seyone that, a religious sovegent with a renewal of spiritual anc 
theological life to the point of creating seperate institutions? Would the 
trade umions anc political parties then find thesselves overwhelsedc Dy 3 
religious sovegent which would s0t end with political anc vocational, indeec 
corporatist, discourse? 


This second level of analysis leads to a third question, concerning the use of 
religious demands. is Islas a seans of eliminating the ¢isturtences within 
the enterprises anc allowing sew leaders to egwerge? A very interest! 
phenogenon has deen descrided, Raving to do with the designation of imaas, 
with the agreement of certain trade unions, and their role as intergediaries, 
intercessors and spoxesmen. Sut where does the role of partner or ‘trade union 
militant DSegin? Will the use of religious degands extend as far 4s 
integration in the production order, saintaining the division of industrial 
tige and the industrial Sierarchies? Let us recall the stategent oy Jacques 
Sarou: “Islasic tise adapts to production tise." Beyond the segotiations 
with the trade union leaders to odtaiu support for certain strikes, there is 4 
certain respect for industrial organization which [Islam facilitates dy 
adapting to the schedules and hierarchies of Susiness. An isgportant factor in 
the "recovery” of workers ¢de@ands Dy Islas is the use of the valve assigned 
lasor, the first duty of the Muslis. Thus through religious desands, “sodel" 
workers are developed, who respect asseaoly line rhytnas Decause “work is 
sacrec.* 


Does islam fit within the workers’ sesory a3 it has developec in the 
industrialized cow tries of Europe? Somge see therein, on the contrary, 4 «ind 
of “Detrayal” appearing as scegotiation with the owners, what has Seen termed 
the “purchasing of Islas." Or is Islas Decoging another partner, in another 
workers’ history, which would explain the paradoxical attitude of the trade 
unions, the CGT (General Confed-~ation of Labor) in particular, which have 4 
tradition of long struggle against the power of the church, Sut which have now 
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estadlished a “sosque collective"? The tendency toward the “Islamic Dic™ to 
sponser leaders can omly surprise anc sometimes create comflict, Sdecause “here 
has even deen talk of “Islagic revisionisc.” 


At this level of questioning the use of Islas, involving double or triple 
languages, which soreove™ was 4150 the case in ‘he Luropean workers sovemen *, 
it is mecessary to clarify the juxtaposition of the dedDates. Is it @ question 
of sitwuation=. tactics or rather the seeting of a new interpenetration >y 
Islam and a certain type of workers’ desands? 


A fourth level of amalysis emerges, involving the devwclopg@ent of islam is 
Susiness. Without a Gowbt we are seeing a development in Islas, correlated 
with an already visidle gistrust dy the workers, of the trece unions, #hicn 
are perfaps somewhat overemgphasizing the role of segotiation with religion. 
Conversely, the precticing Muslias’ fear of a perversion of Islaa, througn its 
politicization and "trade unricnization,*” is visiole. There say be a new 
integrisa bere outside the enterprises, which are regarded as an iapure site. 
@ill Islam gain a place in industry which the other religions have lost? Wil) 
Susiness allow the egergence of a secular (slam, with its own leaders, which 
will reformulate certain dogmas as 4 function of the socloecomogic reality is 
the industrial world? [It is regarkable that 211 of tne factions in [slam are 
currently to be found in industry, and that it has dSecogwe a Kind of 
apprenticeship area for a sew culture, the cruciSle in which sew forgs of 
coggunity life, other «kinds of solidarity and conflicts, are developing. 


The range of possibilities is droad, Sut what then will the repercussions on 
islam in the countries of origin be? Would there be there an extension and 
strengthening of the “umga islasyya,” or subversion and schisa in «4 complex 
decogwe too vast and too heterogeneous? Conversely, won"t an assertion of a 
cultural and religious identity give rise to rejection and opposition within 
the residential society? There is a redefinition Sotnh of the links with the 
countries of origin and those with the country of residence, in particular 
involving the sor-Muslia workers in enterprises. who are daily witnessing 
prectices increasingly *aken up dy the worve'rs ‘rom the Magrred. Evidence of 
irritation on *he pert of the supervisors or certain enterprise cacres is 
begianing to be seem. Forgs of rejection or Lack of understanding are _i«e.ly 
to arise when this cultural and religious renewal Secoses evident. Om the one 
hanc, <ivisions involving individuals or groups can Pe seen, while on the 
other, there is DeRaviorsl adaptation with a “sanipulation of codes” which is 
entirely regarkable, from the point of view of a jurist. Ome can get out of 
bed an integrist, de a CGT silitant at '0 ag and a sodJel worker at '!. Sut 
the Ristoric digension sust sot de overlooked. This ability to adapt ‘to ce- 
forgs of enterprise life (while at the sage tise seeking to saintain one's 
origins and to respect ome’s culture, or what one Selieves to Se his culture) 
Gevelops in individuals who, 25 or 30 years ago, cage froe rural environsents 
in which superstition so@etiges prevailed over revealed religion, or wherein 
one di. not always «now exactly how sany prayers were required or what the 
lit egy seant. 


Jean Leca: Sould it mot De desirable to envision « comparison with what we 


nave classical.v known «3 ‘he workers sovement in a colonial situation? << «as 
thinking above «ll of Algeria and Tunisia. There are in fact « certain sumder 
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of points in coggon. First of all a atruggle of the sodern classes in 
imgustry is involved. [It is @ struggle involving wages and working -omditions 
deing pursued Sy people who are cot alike, and who do sot Delong to the sage 
national collective. 


In Algeria, the Muslis Algerian owners in sodern Ousinesses were «4 saa)! 
minority im cogperison to the Algerian workers. The class struggle developed 
Detween the French owners and Algerian workers. There were sisilar aspects in 
Tunisia. Another solnt of convergence: individuals who sre sot Nusliss 
monopolize the political system. Sut slong with this there is « series of 
¢ifferences, including tmat pertaining to territoriality aad the sistoric 
éifference, since things Save changed consideraDly in sesrly SO years. Thus 
there would ge a path to follow, involving a cogparison of the trade vuica 
mwovegents in a co.lomial situation and the activities of the worters in the 
enterprises in Francc at the present tise. 


Seay Leveau: Just ome oDservation. The conflicts in the Magnre® cevelcped 
adove all ins the sajor public services, since the trece unions is Morocco 
estadiismec their roots in the raliroad systesa, 45 well a3 the sunicipa. 
acda@inistrations anc the postal service. This was a2 seans of opposing the 
colomial state, of joining in the sationalist soveszent, samt sot oppositice to 
tee European owners. It appears ‘that there were fewer striaes apd lease trede 
umion action in the textile industry. a rather igportant private sector, than 
im the pmospmate industry anc the sailor public services. 


ADGelzader ignal: Throughout - am struck Sy the prayer cemgancs in industry. 

Im the whole Sistory of the trade union scovesent in the MaghreS, *here was °° 

sucht desanc. There have Seen deaands for sosques in the universities, dul 
is is stil. rere in enterorises. 


Felice Dassetto: I. am wondering first of all if Islam in Susiness cannot Se 
ancgerstood as 4 phase in the sigratory process of the Muslia populations, the 
phase of stabilization anc settlement, whether it de in France, Selgiua or 
other countries of Europe. This seans two things: it requires segotiation on 
the part of the institutions ‘Susinesses, ‘rade wiions) which sanage people, 
and this involves a redefinition of treir presence on ‘the part of the 
populations themselves. . Selieve that this effort “> reinterpret laber in 
tergs cf Islam is the sign cf a settlegent in the worker’s status, whereas wy 
to tne present the isaigrant worter was in trensition to this situation. Tou 
ne identifies with this status and reinterprets it in tergs of Sis own values, 
just as the rural Christian pwpulations of italy developed « discourse and 4 
Christian interpretation of laDor at «a certain tlge, Secause it was secessary 
to adapt to this reality. 

Seconé cogmgent: Ffro@ the point of view of isias in Susisess, isn’: what ve 
are noting a sew ¢developgent of isgportance to Islam, in othr words the fect 
tmat it aust senceforth see *o its serticulation with the class society? . a 
mot speaking of the theological Islas, which is perhaps lagging. Sut of the 
practical islags which is estadlishing relations todwy with the class 
societies, so longer seagm@en*ary, and redefining itself on the Sasis of its 
role in  s®wsinsess. 








To this can be acéde¢ 4 sore spectilti> comment. in fect. this instrumental use 
of religion is nothing new. The Ministry of Eaployment ané¢ Lator in Selgiuc 
wade its first dudget allocation for cultwurel agents in 953. In that 
imstence, it was 42 question of Catholic chaplains eset to geal with italian 
anc Spanish ise igrants. 

Togs Subhi: The Muslia sembders of the COT would be grestiy pleased if tne 
Muslig workers were to Gevelop & lewor sovement of thelr own. They say: "We 
are in the CGT for iac& of an alternative. if there were « trede union to 
represent the specifically islamic issves, it woulc Se « good thing.” 


Francoise Gasparé: i would li«e first of all to say a words sdowt the way ic 
which the governgpent has spoken sbdout ‘the recent cosflicts. The surprising 
statement by Pierre Maurcy et the tise of the conflict in Poissy om the 
hunégiling of the strige will De remesbderes. I wonderes sdout the origis of 
this statesent, enc i even set with the secretary of state end the ~rige 
Sinister to ask thes how they het Seer able to summarize « conflict whic® sec 
a whole different ¢igension in this war. It seegs that teis Sots hes to oc 
with the gajority *radgition of the French socislist sovesest, whict is 
profoundiy secular, enc is part of « regical rejectioe of the religious 
phenogwenon, paerticulariy within dDusiness, which is the prigery site of t™ 
class struggle, en¢ mot a space in whict ome cam wage daetties comscerning 
religious satters. “oreover. - have the feeling that “he trege etions 
experiencec sucht panic Guring *%.s striae that they went tc cospisaio tr the 
Sinistries that ther coulié so longer comtrol « strime Seing tenipulet< & <*- 
integrists, enc this resultes in the estmospmere of perencia whict ‘ollowet anc 
the regrettable stategents, whic™ nonetheless Seve gome Gown i.” the sistory of 
the French socialist an¢ workers tovresent. 


But i would lize to asa « sore specitic question sSuugt this prectice of isle 
in Susiness, ané¢ the specificity which Srings isles iste the workers 
conflicts. Dont you think that tis specificity im tme iesigrent sovemsest is 
tne Dusinesses in which islam is incrolved togay is linzet wit® the fect tmet 
these issigrents are sot only thet. sot only Yoreigmers, tet also isesigrvects 
from the lanc, mesbders of the first generetion to penetrete the inégustria. 
worlc? By the sage token. hevern’: the Gemands of « religiows astere tefer of 
this breaect’ because incgustry is the priser; piece where tse worwers «re 
incorporates, Seceuse it is there thet ‘they are integrates. Selng less fo ir 
the urtben environment? After 4... #7 ome =Ot see @ correlation Setween ‘o- 
emergence of Gemancs regercing Te_.g.oOus prectices within the enterpr.ss. 
between the demanc for sosques there, anc the shift of the iesigrests ‘roe 
their own centers to the SL¥ complezes’? in the lemigrent center there war « 
coeeunity end an opportunity to finc « piece for prevyer tarougt easiis 
resclvec negotiations. On the other sanc, 63 soon as the iggigrest worzers 
Sovec into the wrter environpent ‘thanks to the reintegretion of Temilies, it 
wes gore Gifficult to provide space anc sreas for prayer. Paul Piceré irc 
HNantec-lae-Jolie, ant i ayvelf in Dreux, heve experiences cifficultios ir 
Timéging spece. iI encounterec tremendous ¢ifficultios when finemscing wes 
lacking for the Sulléing of « sosgue. Tor tuying ian. 


Ome last question. isnt the specitic seture cf the issigrest workers” 
sovewent in Susiness .inmec wit” the Tact that these worwers represent ‘he 
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Tirst indeustrializses gemersticgn’ Althowge= they are 
toey are “established” in few instances. They Save 
participate im comflicts whic® is some respects 
norement af the cad of the 'Sth oretery and 
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Paul Piceré: Os teat | alse thiak thet the redicelizgati 
derives from « «int of frwstreticn regeréiag istegretic: ent 
life. if tme igeigrests* cesters fevoree it. the SLE cad 
ORD .eues ate GOL the proger piece for goiag Seck *° enc 
prectice. Ge the costrarr, tme isgivicousl is gives vale is 
ic t™e SLY or offer resigential compleses. ‘flagers ave 
enterprise, the lamigrest cen express cigsel’ as « ‘ul! 
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Jecques Gerow: & this satter of ¢ Lime Oe Sere to see Setwees the 
c.ifficultios iawolwe¢ .f religiogs prectice is the Sousiag sector est tde 
searct for sect opportemities is Suesisess, i woelt eaewer taet i see seo 
reletion. There ere « certeis seuepter of requests it tae ELF for tue ase of 
oe lalc cOlLbective resigestial premises for religious jurgeses. Paereliel wit 
th esteolisheest of preyer Selis is tee Yecteries. we Seve sees the 
‘ele. lemment of « gupter of senqeues it tte towns. ofter it (fe Gece rooms of 
shoppe owned Oy Mesiles. en¢ sometiges is sew Suli¢iags. The gGeeent for 
re.iglows soece it emterprises is sot 6 repelt of tte fect tet geeple ceamet 
"ies proper pleces for prayer is Geily i:\fe. Ge the ceetrery, they Gebe os 
e[fort to see thet ce liglows pre@.ses ere ested. istet seer t*eir teees Tor 
‘aemer. cen, alomg wit Eoremic seteools for t#eir chili¢eesn. OF the ofker teat, 
“oy worwers if te eeteeetile imeesiry stil. itive if ieeigrest ceeters ant 
=o neee ape of te religious premises grovidet tfere. 49 to tiese ote 
STOugm taelr families to FPremace. it oftem Seggena ttet tty comliqwe te visi 
the ocerer Sells io the centers where ther ‘Tormerly livet. | Seliese teat tte 
Semencs pertaining 20 religious srectices is te enterprises s@eelt te 
imc ledet witmic tte comples of Sements cterecteristic of tfe sitesticon of tie 
2m. erent worwerrs it the estosesl.ie itSaestry. 
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injest-y Ses Seer Geecritet os «© sector Taveriag the istegretica of 
7igrects. is thie so certaic” j%T leeligroecte ere it tee Gajerity eereing 
im @2ee0e83ly~-lisce jose whic® sere Soowet to Ciseggeser it the ent with tte 
increasing itfirodecticon of coects. Theses taey ete @ore is tar process of being 
etc __wSe¢t tmen istegretet. fet whet if these “rel igioses® geeeads reflect oe 
ewerecess of this ef tlesicn, emt ace Secoseiag ‘22 igeclegicel eayressicos of 
tS.8 @ervlienm. fr ieggpe of Lie eorwers class cegreserte! Oy tfh lesigreet: it We 
ssteomeomlle istestes’ ij=Tee lieeigrecte tere se lLliesicns ef0088 this. ast they 
<now tet while tme treége emiceas weet to Gefeet oil of the worvers witsect 
*sca2o*lom,. this Gees oot seen teat ttey wlll esecese tee eoderaizgeaticsa of 
enteror ses crequlticw “7 e_i@isstioer of aeee8>_r-_ise 4a. 


Premco.se Gesperc: it Prews, we oSeerwet « very specific caresecl ogre. 
estetlisa@est of tee first srerer tell is « seater wee foliewed ty 
*Ste>_leem@ent of gprerem Selis it Poles, apt flies. eet teen «2 CeGers eee 
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te the city or te tee GLE office for tte ested listeesct of + soeeewe. It wes 
(te estergrise etict gee Legit i@ercr to hls ~eowrst 
oerer Seer Sormeleted peer. caer. 
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